!
E
E
R
F
AYS
W
L
A

!”

EAD
R
D
O

O

SAG
Y
A
“ALW

JAN/FEB 2019

1

WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM

Timonium
Motorcycle
Show

(And Swap Meet)
February
8 - 10 2019
Every foreign and domestic
motorcycle manufacturer available in USA on display! 100’s
of exhibits covering everything
in motorcycling. Huge Custom
and Antique Bike Show, Entertainment and Celebrities ,
After Market and Travel & Tour
Feature Areas, After Party and
a Whole Lot More !
***
NOTE: You may have heard
that the Timonium Motorcycle
Show was canceled for 2019,
and it was. However it has been
taken over by new management
and is on again
***
Still located in the same place
Maryland State Fairgrounds
2200 York Road Timonium,
MARYLAND 21093
Paul (386) 206-5276
events@motorcycleswapmeets.
com

Progressive
International
Motorcycle Show
Washington D.C.
Friday, Feb 8, 2019 3p-7p
Saturday, Feb 9, 2019 10a-8p
Sunday, Feb 10, 2019 10A-5p
Adults $17
Kids - 11years old and under
Free!
Walter E. Washington
Convention Center
801 Mt Vernon Pl NW
Washington, D.C. 20001
www.motorcycleshows.com

See All The Latest Bikes
From All The Major
Motorcycle
Manufacturers!
Ultimate Builder Bike
Show, Demos, Entertainment, Celebrities,
100s of Vendors, Come
visit the Progressive Parlor,
Adventure section, Demo
rides, Vintage bikes, VIP
TOUR plus the KID ZONE
will be back again!
Plus A Whole Lot More!!!

National Vintage MX Series Lake Sugar Tree MX Park
Saturday, June 15, 2019
Hosted by: American Historic
Racing Motorcycle Association
Where: Lake Sugar Tree
Motorsport Park, 400 Movie
Movers E, Axton, VIRGINIA
Round 11 of the 2019 Preston
Petty Products National Vintage
MX Series
22 Rounds of Vintage Racing
Action at tracks across the U.S.
www.ahrma.org/schedulesresults/vintage-motocross/

Daytona Bike Week - 2019
Friday, March 8, 2019 - Sunday, March
17, 2019
Taking place throughout Daytona
Beach, Florida the Daytona Bike Week
Motorcycle Rally is one of the biggest
motorcycle events in the country with
over 500,000 motorcycles rolling into
Daytona in the spring for Bike Week.
There is something for everyone
including, old school biker parties,
motorcycle races, concerts, bike
games, people games and more. This is
one Motorcycle Rally you don’t want
to miss.
Daytona Beach FLORIDA
www.daytonachamber.com/bikeweek/
ce/
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course. Ride safe!
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THE 2019 TIMONIUM SHOW
ABOUT THE TIMONIUM
INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE
SHOW 2019

Many fans received notice of this
show’s cancellation and it was indeed
canceled by the previous promoter due
to an unexpected illness. We wish him
a speedy recovery while at the same
time, we will continue supporting
him in his time of illness by attending his RV shows that are scheduled
the following two weekends after the
motorcycle show, and by asking that
you attend as well if you’re interested
in Rv’s.

TIMONIUM MOTORCYCLE SHOW
Three Big Days Feb 8-10 2019
Fri Feb 8 4pm-8pm, Sat Feb 9 10am8pm, Sun Feb 10 10am-6pm
Where: Maryland State Fairgrounds
2200 York Rd Timonium Md

Would not be proper unless we
include a SWAPMEET! After all JamOn Productions is the producer of the
Worlds Largest Motorcycle Swapmeet
(SHAMELESS PLUG celebrating its
41st anniversary during Daytona
Beach bikeweek)
Several Antique Motorcycle Clubs
that have missed previous years have
THE NUTS AND BOLTS
agreed to return to the 2019 show
Jam-On received a phone call
adding 100’s of vintage bikes
informing us the Timonium Fair- We have race teams out for photo opps
grounds was therefore in nego- and signature requests & to just talk
tiations to rent the facility to a bikes, SO FAR this includes:
boat show.
Drag, Enduro, Trials, Hooligan, Flat
Obviously, this meant no 2019 mo- Track, Ice, and Cannonball! The list
torcycle show; and possibly no future grows daily & if you have something
motorcycle show as these are reserved you believe the motorcycle community
and booked in advance. “Jam On was deserves to see please get in touch!
busy with our show in Atlantic City
and really could not handle this reAll our events are Family Friendly,
sponsibility alone. But we did not want
with clowns, face painters & kid
to let something we started in 1983
amusements to keep your children
vanish forever. A 35 year motorcycling
entertained for hours.
tradition was teetering on the brink
of extinction. Many local dealership’s
THESE ARE THE
love & passion for the motorcycle
MOTORCYCLISTS OF THE
community stepped up and offered
FUTURE, PLEASE BRING THEM
their expertise in keeping the show
AND LET’S MAKE THEM A PART
alive. When you see these dealers at
OF THIS THING WE ALL ENJOY.
the show, please remember to thank
them, because without their help it $300 cash door prize will be given on
would be a boat show!!!”
Sat at 7:00 pm & Sun at 5:00 pm
We would also like to sincerely
WE DRAW UNTIL SOMEONE
thank the superior management
WALKS WITH THE MONEY !
of the Maryland State Fairgrounds
$$$
(Timonium).
Hope this helps to clear things up.
WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM

Sound Off Competition offering cash
prizes too!
***the SOUND OFF COMPETITION
event will be held where if you don’t
want to hear it you don’t have to hear
it, we want everyone’s experience to
be enjoyable***
Abate of Maryland & AMA is welcome
to a free booth as Jam-On Production’s
CEO is a Founding Member of Abate
of Maryland as well as a lifetime member of AMA and of the AMA Hall of
Fame
WE WELCOME ANY & ALL MOTORCYCLISTS ...for the best interest in the continuance of this show
we respectfully request if you have
a bad attitude and can not get along
with others please don’t ruin the fun
for everyone and just stay home.
Admission (cash only)
Adult $15
10-15 $5
under ten free
Active military & 1st Responders
FREE FRIDAY from4-5pm w/I.D
Active military & 1st Responders $10
w/I.D rest of event
Find $10 admission coupons only
available at local motorcycle shops
SEE YOU THERE!

EDITOR’S NOTE: MOTORCYCLE
TIMES thanks the staff
at CycleShow.net for
their previous shows
and contributions to our
communities and wish them a
full recovery.
We also thank the staff at Jam
On for saving this show.
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MID ATLANTIC EVENTS CALENDAR
NOTE: We want to list your event. Please email your complete event information and art work to us at
mjmpublishing2017@gmail.com. Be sure to include event name, location, description, start and end dates
and especially the time if it is not an all day event. Questions? Just email. We are glad to help get it listed!
Gravel Roads and all located within 10
Monongalia. We recommend bring- 25 miles of Base Camp at McCarr Ky.
ing 6-10 quarts in a warmer and an
MARYLAND
Best of all there’s BACON! Compliingredient list (not recipe) just for
Howard County Motorcycle allergy purposes. General public can mentary Lunch both Friday and Sattaste and judge for people’s choice with urday includes Bacon Roasted over a
Swapmeet
camp fire ALL YOU CAN EAT / Help
a $10 donation. Judges choice and
Sunday, January 27, 2019
Yourself “Roasting Sticks Provided”. To
peoples choice will be combined for
10:00a- 3:00p
top off the event Saturday Late Night
one overall winner!
HOWARD COUNTY
Winner will receive $500 cash and a there will be Complimentary BACON
FAIRGROUNDS
GALORE. ALL YOU CAN EAT!!!
framed certificate.
WEST FRIENDSHIP, MARYLAND
Entertainment provided by Baltimore “Help Yourself ”. That is if the Hatfield’s
A hub of motorcycling since some of
Sound, plus we will be raﬄing off priz- don’t steal the Bacon! LOL
the first introductions of motorcycles
McCoy Pig Farm Campground
es throughout.
in the early 20th century and still to
Triple S Harley-Davidson 7300 Willie WV-49 Matewan WEST VIRGINIA
this day.. Located just outside of Washwww.therealmccoytrails.com/stolenG Ave Morgantown WV, 26501
ington DC, Baltimore City and others,
pig-rally-april-2019.html
www.facebook.com/events/
the state of Pennsylvania, this area
597419584056798/
was and still is within easy driving/
30th Annual American Voyager
riding distance of the most populated
Stolen Pig Rally 2019
Association Rally
part of the nation. Why is this importTh
ursday,
April
25Sunday
28,
2019
Mon, June 24, - Thur, June 27, 2019
ant? Because more motorcycles were
Th
e
Rally
is
for
Street
Legal
Adventure
This is our 30th Annual Rally. This is
produced, shipped and sold to the East
Enduro
Bikes.
Th
e
SPR19
will
be
held
a 4 day event. Dinner ride Monday
Coast region then any other place.
at
Th
e
McCoy
Pig
Farm
Simi-Priminight. Bike show that includes a light
Making it the ideal area for those
tive
Campground.
Located
in
McCarr
show. Tue, Wed riding and bike games.
bikes, parts and accessories to turn
Ky
2
miles
from
Matewan
WV.
Hosted
Thursday more riding and closing cerup. So come out and look, buy, sell or
by:
Donald
and
Kathy
McCoy
D/B/A
emonies/dinner, awards presentation,
trade in this motorcycle rich marketTh
e
Real
McCoy
Trails
/
a
division
of
reveal next years rally. Every day full
place. From old to new and everything
Hatfi
eld
McCoy
Enterprises.
of fun and camaraderie.
in between you are likely to see it here.
For
all
size
Dual
Sport
adventure
All motorcycle brands welcome, inAll are Welcome, “TELL A FRIEND”!
bikes, there are endless miles of riding. cluding trikes,and three wheelers.
For street riding there’s not a single
Summersville Conference Center
2210 Fairground Road
quarter
mile
section
of
strait
road
in
3 Armory Way, Summersville, WV
West Friendship MD 21794
the
region
and
plenty
to
see
and
do.
26651 amervoyassoc.org/2019rally.php
Contact (301) 723-0213- Ken
Routes
are
AvailKENAPPEL@WILDBLUE.NET
able from 60 -150
www.howardcountyswapmeet.com
miles including
The Feud Loop
WEST VIRGINIA
for History Buffs.
Triple S HD Annual There will be rides
available that inChili Cook-Off
clude some aweSaturday, January 26, 2019
some Backwoods
12:00PM - 3:00 PM
Single Lane
$10 Registration Fee to Enter Chili
Twisty B -Top as
Contest benefits Empty Bowls
well as some Dirt/
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EVENTS CALENDAR - CONTINUED
PENNSYLVANIA
ABATE of PA Leadership & Legislative Seminar
2019

Friday, January 25, 2019 - Sunday, January 27, 2019
Registration includes:
• All Workshops & Handouts
• General Sessions
• Saturday Breakfast Discount
• Saturday Lunch
• Saturday Night Awards Banquet
• Auction
SEMINAR REGISTRATION FEE: $80.00 per person, All Motorcyclists Are Welcome , “With Freedom Comes Responsibility”
(Seminar tickets do NOT include room reservations),
Location: Red Lion Hotel, 4751 Lindle Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111
Contact (717) 731-8955 www.abatepa.org/Events/LL_Seminar.html

Paul: 610-308-1693
f
Tom: 610-405-4917
www.motorcyclepa.com
Our Services:

PA Motorcycle Tours, llc

• Guided Motorcycle Tours
• Lodging
• Chase Car
• Meals
• Motorcycle Rental
Arrangements
• Airport to Hotel
Transportation ,if needed

|

PA Motorcycle Tours LLC was founded because we love to ride
and travel. We want to share the adventures and beauty our state of
Pennsylvania with other motorcycle enthusiasts.
The best way to experience the farmlands, mountains and history
of our state is from the seat of your motorcycle.
So come join us. We’ll plan a route, accommodations, attractions,
meals, to meet your requirements and line you up with your rental
motorcycle (if required)”
WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM

Full Throttle Cycle Show
Sunday, January 27, 2019 from 8:00
AM to 6:00 PM

York Fairgrounds Memorial Hall
334 Carlisle Ave, York PA 17404
The Full Throttle Cycle Show
is back for 2019! Dozens of
vendors from motorcycle
used swap meet parts to new
motorcycle dealers. We have a
very diverse group of Vendors
already signed up! Motorcycle
show competition with many
classes. Please join us for a
great day of motorcycle related
vendors and like minded
people!! For vendor information
call Tom at 7175776868
Contact (717) 577-6868 - Tom
Keefer
Email
Tekeefer@comcast.
net
OR Yorkbikeshow.com

PENNSYLVANIA
Greene County Motorcycle Swap
Meet 2019

Sunday, February 3, 2019 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Greene County Fairgrounds 107 Fairgrounds
Rd Waynesburg, PA 15370 Phone (724) 8832460 Old style motorcycle swap meet! • New and
Used Motorcycles Parts & Accessories • T-Shirts,
Leather Goods, Tattoos, Hand Made Jewelry and
More • Motorcycles for Sale • Food and Beverages
• 50/50 to benefit Gr. Co. Relay for Life A full day
of good people, fun and lots of things to buy!
Motorama 2019
Saturday, February 16 - Sunday, February 17, 2019
The Nations Largest ALL Indoor Motorsports Event with
something for everyone from R/C Cars to Motorcycles.
Featuring 1 Million Sq Feet Of Exhibit Space at the Farm
Show Complex. All of the racing and all shows are included in your single admission price, but no reserved seats in
any of the five racing arenas. There are over 2,000 racers
along with over 700 race and show vehicles on display.
As you walk the shows and pit areas, feel free to stop and
talk to them. Don’t forget to support the more then 100
various sponsors and vendors who continue to support
Motorama year after year.
Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex
2300 N. Cameron Street Harrisburg PA 17110
Email info@motoramaevents.com
www.motoramaevents.com/

9th Annual Modern Classics Show

Friday, March 1- Saturday, March 2, 2019
Once again The Modern Classics will include our popular Friday night Kickstart Party and the usual day-long
Saturday show! We’ll celebrate the fact that men walked
on the moon, Woodstock happened and Muscle cars and
choppers ruled the highways 50 years ago! It was 1969 and
if you were there then you remember tie dyed shirts, bell
bottoms, peace marches and all the rest. You probably also
remember the ground breaking Honda CB750, the first of
the legendary Kawasaki “Widow Maker” two stroke triples
in the form of the 500cc Mach III. 50 years have gone by
SO fast! We’re going to hit the 1960s really hard, with special emphasis on the year 1969!
Martin Motorsports 567 RT100 North, Boyertown, PA
19512 Phone (610) 369-3120
Email modernclassics@martinmoto.com
www.modernclassicsbikeshow.com/
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NEW FORMAT: BRITISH • EUROPEAN • JAPANESE
NEW LOCATION: MOUNT AIRY, MARYLAND

– SUNDAY –

MAY 19
–2 0 19 –

formerly

ВRITISH, EUROPEAN

FEATURED MARQUE:

Ride your bike on the Right Tracks !
It’s Safer and More FUN than you can imagine !

AND JAPANESE

photo by ApexPro Photography

CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE

SHOW & SWAP MEET

MOUNT AIRY, MARYLAND
CARNIVAL GROUNDS
ADMISSION: $10 • VENDOR SPACES $40
10:00 am to 4:00 pm • RAIN OR SHINE

S A N C T I O N E D

FOR ALL CLASSIC BRITISH, EUROPEAN AND JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES BUILT THROUGH 1983

www.classicmotorcycleday.org

Have FUN !
Learn to Ride Smooth, Safe and Fast !
Advanced Rider Training ! Improve your skills with
hours of instruction and quality track time !
From street rider to racer, our programs and friendly
coaches will teach you how to handle the curves !
We proudly conduct our track days and schools
at Summit Point Motorsports Park in WV
and NCBIKE in Garysburg NC!

Learn to be a racer ! Take our Road Racing School !
Accredited by CCS, WERA, AHRMA

Visit our Booth at the
Timonium Motorcycle Show February 8-10, 2019 !

Have FUN ! Learn to ride smooth, safe and fast !

Go to MotorcycleXcitement.com
Roger Lyle 301-933-2599

WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM

ENGINE PERFORMANCE CONVERSIONS
TRANSMISSION UPGRADES • EXHAUST/EFI TUNING
WIDE TIRES / TIRES / COMPUTER BALANCING
TRIKES • HANDLEBARS • CUSTOM PAINTWORK

“Stone Cycles was formed in 1999 and originally
opened on RT 50 Kent Island, Maryland. I felt I
could improve on customer relations and take care
of both the bike and the rider’s needs in a more
personal manner, the way it should be done. I had
worked for Harley dealerships for ten years plus I
had a degree from American Motorcycle Institute.
I gathered all the financial assets I could and we
did it! We are now in Grasonville, MD just off
RT 50 and still near Kent Island. We have always
striven to offer quality and reliability in all our
endeavors. We stay true to our roots and only work
on Harley Davidson based products. We offer
anything you want from an oil change to a ground
up custom build or full on restoration.”
Please visit www.stonecycles.com for more
information.
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GO TO: GSMXS.COM NOW!

STREET, DIRT AND ATV’S! NEW AND USED!

HOLIDAY PRICING

HOLIDAY PRICING

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
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MOTORCYCLE TIMES RIDE REVIEW
2019 ROYAL ENFIELD INT 650
By Greg Shamieh
There is a certain undeniable, immediate poetry to riding a motorcycle.
On a perfect sunny afternoon, on a properly twisted road, dancing with the double yellow
line is so completely immersive that it becomes meditative – one can achieve a state of grace
where nothing else in your life or even in an increasingly distracted and distracting world
can possibly intrude.
There is a certain type of motorcycle that is, at least in my eye, most appropriate to this
kind of mission. That motorcycle, first, must itself not be trying to distract the rider
from their attainment of back road enlightenment. All you riders with 11 inch LCDs in
the instrument panel with SatNav, trip computers, Bluetooth music and Apple Car Play,
kindly exit here. Supersports, GT Sports Tourers, and Brobdingnagian Adventure bikes
are encouraged to follow.
What I’m talking about here are elemental, essential motorcycles. Two wheels, an
engine, and a place to hang on. Everything the rider needs, and absolutely nothing they do not. If that motorcycle is
narrow, light and allows one to see light through the frame, so much the better. Bikes like this used to be everywhere –
the CB450 Honda, the later CB350s, Norton Commandos, Triumph Bonnevilles. If you’re looking for such a motorcycle
nowadays, there is very little made out there that will catch your eye. Royal Enfield Motorcycles – of Chennai, India –
wants to change all that.
Royal Enfield’s INT 650 – which is called the Interceptor in the rest of the world, but not in the US, because Honda of
America owns the trademark, despite RE having produced their first Interceptor in 1962 – and its close cousin, the café
styled Continental GT 650 – are classically styled, affordable middleweight motorcycles that want to put a generation of
new riders on motorcycles that capture that essence of the ride.
Royal Enfield began in 1901 as one of the foundational British motorcycle manufacturers. After a massive order
from the Indian Government for police and military bikes in the early 1950s, Enfield UK authorized an Indian licensee
to assemble the machines, and then to manufacture components. By 1962, there was no more UK Enfield, and all of
the motorcycles were built and assembled in Chennai. Royal Enfield can accurately claim to be the oldest motorcycle
company to be in continuous production.
Royal Enfield India built two models; The Enfield Bullet in 350 or 500 cc displacements. The bikes came in various
levels of equipment; olive drab military models, classic models with lots of chrome and pinstripes and everyday rider
standards – and sold by the hundreds of thousands if not the millions in India. The Bullets, though, were somehow
strangely stranded in time. They were time travelers from the 1930-1950’s high points of the British Single that had
somehow avoided being changed. However, Royal Enfield with new ownership, investment and management began to
better position itself to move quickly ahead. First the power-plant of the Bullets was updated; going to unit construction
and implementing electronic fuel injection. Then, the company began work on a special project with England’s Harris
Performance – who have been designing custom racing frames and complete motorcycles
– including Yamaha’s Factory GP Bikes since the early 1970s – to design a more capable
motorcycle around one of their new Unit Singles. That motorcycle became the RE Continental
GT 535 a bike that RE appreciated so much that they then purchased Harris Performance.
The last missing piece needed to produce a thoroughly modern motorcycle, from an
engineering standpoint, was a new engine. And the result of R.E.’s first twin engine design
project since the company left England; a 650cc, single overhead cam, 4 valve per cylinder,
air and oil-cooled vertical twin; is nothing less than a stunning achievement. The 650 twin,
which is slightly under-square at 78 mm x 67.8 mm, uses a 270 degree crank and counterbalancers to deliver good strong torque right in the middle of the rev range. This allows the 47
horsepower and 38 foot pounds of torque it produces feel a lot quicker than the brain says it
WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM

2019 ROYAL ENFIELD INT 650 - Continued
ought to. The engine’s 270 degree crank makes power delivery mimic that of a V-twin, with the uneven spacing of power
pulses coupled with the engine revving quickly and providing a great exhaust sound, even on the OEM exhaust system.
The 650’s engine design has yielded an engine with genuinely attractive character – smooth at
high rpm, with just the right amount of vibration designed in, and punchy and quick to rev on
the throttle. Every time I hit a corner exit all I wanted to do was roll the throttle wide open.
The air-cooled engine should be both well understressed and easy to maintain. It uses screw
and locknut valve adjusters and there is clearly way more power potential in the motor than is
provided in stock tune. The engine’s output of 47 hp was specifically chosen to allow the bike
to qualify for the lowest tier in several countries’ tiered motorcycle licensing schemes. RE has
already supported a team that went out to Bonneville in September, and ran a modified 650
up to a new class record at a tick over 150 miles an hour. So if you’re the type of guy or gal that wants to do some hotrodding, this engine will welcome it.
The INT 650’s Harris designed chassis uses the Continental GT 535’s design as the starting point. Wheelbase is about
30 mm longer but the general concept is the same. A modern, enhanced execution of the famous Featherbed dual
downtube steel tubular chassis. The INT’s mid mount foot pegs hang off a steel fixture that is designed to be swapped
for one which supports the Continental GT’s rearsets, one mounting point but two different ergonomic setups. Steering
head angle is a quick-steering 24 degrees, with 18 inch tires at both ends. A 100/90 in front and a 130/70 at the rear,
sporting Pirelli Phantom SportsComp tires and are on Excel alloy rims. Front and rear suspension is by Gabriel, with 4.3
inches of fork travel and 3.5 in the rear. The only suspension adjustment is for rear preload.
Brakes are provided by Brembo’s Indian subsidiary, ByBre. All brake lines
are braided stainless steel with a twin piston caliper with 320mm disk up
front, and single piston caliper with a 240 mm disk out back managed by a
Bosch AntiLock Braking system. Both calipers are finished in the attractive
gold paint that Brembo used on their sport bike calipers back in the
early 2000s, paint which is also echoed on the rear shock gas reservoirs –
providing a little moto jewelry for those after-ride bike gazing sessions.
Fit and finish and appearance
of the motorcycle are really world
class – our test unit was finished
in a bright orange paint RE calls
“Orange Crush” – the paint is deep
and lustrous with no orange peel.
The bike sports a reproduction of
the RD tank badge that dates back to
their Constellation model of 1959,
if not further. Chromed parts are
bright, and cycle parts are painted
with either a black or light grey tough
enamel finish. With the exception of
the fenders, there is very little plastic
anywhere. The narrow, flat bench
saddle is finished off with a diamond
pleat pattern. Instrumentation is
limited to the essentials – analog tach
and speedo, a very small LCD fuel bar
gauge, with indicators for neutral, oil,
highbeam, charging and ABS. Were I
was to take one of these motorcycles

home with me, I would spend a
few more dollars for the optional
chromed fuel tank – which takes the
INT from merely very attractive to
out-of-the-box Vintage Bike Show
winner look alike.
Classic bike analogies stop the minute
one thumbs the electric starter, however. The 650 mill fires on the third
compression stroke every time, no
matter how cold the weather may be,
and settles immediately into a high
idle with no noise from the valve train
and just a hint of fuel injector whine.
Blips of the throttle produce instant
response, with a bassy exhaust note
that pushes all the right biker buttons.
Pulling in the cable operated, slipper
clutch and toeing the gear driven 6
speed transmission down into first
reveals a positively shifting, short
throw gearbox. - Continued Pg 26 –
15

CHILLING OUR WHEELS
It’s January 2019 and another year has passed like a well-worn slab of

asphalt beneath my wheels. As the old adage goes, “Time sure flies
when you’re having fun,” and even if you aren’t having fun, it still seems
to move too fast anyway. Some days I feel like a fly caught on the front
end of a top-fuel drag bike—just when I settle down for a moment’s
rest, I’m rocketing off in an unexpected direction. Even then, it sure is
one hell of a wild ride and any ride is better than none at all, which is
what most riders will get during this most frozen month. However, I think there are hidden purposes
in this weather-induced downtime.
Though I have never put my bikes up for the winter season—there are always some incredibly beautiful
days of unseasonably warm weather that just must be used for riding—there are a few weeks that my
bikes can be “taken off line.” January seems the best month to idle them for any updating or customizing that I have been considering, along with a yearly deep cleaning, waxing, and inspection. If you
have had your machine for a few years or are a high-mileage rider with a new bike, you will always be
surprised by something you find during the process. It is so much better to find that loose fastener or
frayed wire in the comfort of your garage rather than in the middle of Outer Bum Luck, Egypt. If you
have ever spent valuable vacation days chilling your heels in some highway motel, waiting for your bike
to be repaired, you know what I mean. If not, well, trust me.
When the bikes are idled by the snow and ice, it is also a great time to do some dreaming of places you
would like to see and explore, whether it is far-off places like Europe or Hawaii or a historic or scenic
area just a few hundred miles away. Cold, dark, winter evenings are at their max in January, which
makes for a perfect time to settle in front of the fireplace with some maps and travel guides (or your iPhone, iPad and the Internet). Heck, with a few mouse clicks you could have a great summer adventure
lined up for you and your bike. As the years roar by, I have found that if you don’t plan that big trip, you
simply won’t take it—some other thing will crop up and fill the time. It really is funny how even a few
dollars of reservation deposit will keep you committed.
This is also a good time to take a good hard look in the No, not to admire your striking good looks or
six-pack abs (whether beer or gym style). Rather, to reflect on the past year’s riding. Did you have some
close calls on the road? More so than the year before? Have you ever scared yourself with your riding?
Or did you indeed have an unintended impact with the ground or something else? No matter whether you are a new rider fresh from an MSF course or a grizzled veteran from the old school, you surely
have picked up some bad riding habits during the last season. Now is the perfect time to make a reservation for the very desirable spring season of your local rider-education classes. You’ll be a better rider
for it and probably add years to your riding career. Enough said.
Lastly, there is another hidden purpose in these cold, dark Do some thinking about how rotten it feels
to not be able to ride, and then pause to consider a serious “what if.” What if your riding opportunities
were not guaranteed to return like the warm days after the winter? What if you were not allowed to ride
again? What if your beloved bike were considered unsafe and banned, or required modifications that
you could not afford? I know some of you believe that will never happen, but if you are correct, it is because of the hard work of dedicated riders all across this nation who volunteer their time to support the
efforts of the groups like the AMA, CBA/ABATE, MMA, and the MRF. If you don’t know what those
WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM

initials stand for, shame on you. If you do know, this is the perfect time to find your local chapters or
contact the national offices and get involved. Like all great freedoms, the freedom to ride is never free.
Volunteer, or at least join a motorcycle rights organization and stay informed about what is happening
in your favorite sport, or, more appropriately, your lifestyle.

Lisa Peters’ Peanut But
ter
Cookies
1/2 cup (1 stick) butte
r
2/3 cup honey
1 large egg
1 cup peanut butter (L
isa uses the no-sugar na
tural stuff)
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon baking so
da
1/2 teaspoon vanilla ex
tract
Cayenne pepper to tast
e (optional)
1 to 1 1/2 cups sifted al
l-purpose flour

As I have said, I do love peanut butter
cookies. This cookie recipe from Lisa
Peters of Concord, New Hampshire,
has a wonderful aroma while baking
and a great peanut butter taste. Great
for that H.O.G bake sale or for a preride meeting treat, enjoy them as they
are or, if you like something a little
fierier, add some cayenne pepper like
I do.

Lisa Peters’ Peanut Butter Cookies
-continuedPreheat the oven to 375º F. Grease a cookie sheet.
1.
In a large mixing bowl, beat the butter till soft and
2.
smooth, then add the honey and cream it in. Add the egg,
peanut butter, salt, baking soda, vanilla, and cayenne, if using, and beat in well. Add 1 cup of the flour and mix well. Add
as much additional flour as needed to achieve a firm dough;
the final amount depends on how oily the peanut butter is.
Drop by spoonfuls onto the prepared cookie sheet.
3.
Press flat with a fork in a tic tac toe pattern. Bake until
golden, 10 to 20 minutes.
Makes 30 to 36 cookies

Column copyright Bill Hufnagle 2019. Recipe reprinted with permission from “BIKER BILLY’S HOG WILD ON A
HARLEY COOKBOOK”, published by Harvard Common Press, Boston copyright Bill Hufnagle 2003.
EAT HOT & RIDE SAFE Bill Hufnagle Biker Billy
Mobile: (828) 658-8130 E-Mail: bikerbilly@bikerbilly.com Snail mail: Biker Billy Cooks With Fire P.O. Box 1888
Weaverville, NC 28787
Surf Biker Billy at – http://www.bikerbilly.com Watch Biker Billy on You Tube at – http://www.youtube.com/user/BBCWF Follow Biker Billy on Twitter at – http://www.twitter.com/Biker_Billy Join Biker Billy on Facebook – https://www.
facebook.com/BikerBillyCooksWithFire/ Read the Blog at – http://www.bikerbilly.com/blog/
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Editors Note: I first saw this bike while it was being assembled at Williamsburg Motor Works. I sometimes hand deliver
the magazines to get out and see what is going on. This lead me to Greg Lamarre, who was having this built. We had a
great day driving all over town and posing his bike. Here is his story.
“I started riding a motorcycle with a sidecar in 2010. I started out with a

CJ750 (Chinese Chang Jiang). The motorcycle is a copy of a 30’s vintage BMW
military motorcycle. The bike was built like a tank....heavy, slow, and not really
reliable. The bike was a lot of fun, but more trouble than it was worth. I sold
the bike to Bill Kennedy at Williamsburg Motor Works.”
“In 2012 I replaced the CJ750 with a 2008 Triumph Bonneville with a sidecar. This bike was like “night and day” compared to the CJ750. I had that for
6 years. It was a fantastic bike. I wanted a bike with a little more horsepower
and a larger sidecar. I was looking at a larger Triumph, but cost and options
priced me out of the market for Triumph. I started looking at the
Indian Scout Sixty. I saw a lot of color combinations but nothing
really caught my eye. While I was looking on line I saw my current
bike. I bought it within 15 minutes. The bike is (2017) Indian’s classic Willow Green, and Cream. Very vintage. The thing that really
sold me on the bike was all of the features on the bike were blacked
out adding to a real vintage look. I had 3 sidecar manufacturers I
was looking at. I chose DMC sidecars out of Washington State. The
sidecar is a copy of a 30’s vintage Harley sidecar. It matched the
bike perfectly. I had (3) sidecar companies to choose from and I wonder if I chose the right one. Although the overall quality of the sidecar was good, there were many problems with parts, painting
and lighting. Bill Kennedy at Williamsburg Motor Works assembled the bike and sidecar. Bill as always
did a fantastic job. Despite problems like missing parts, wrong parts and a completely missing wire
harness, Bill saw it through and did a great job. He even ended up wiring the bike to the sidecar and
the sidecar itself from scratch. It took 2 months and a lot of headaches to assemble, but it was worth
it. I guess when you take on a full custom job like this you have to expect these things.”
“The end result was beautiful. It is very fun to drive, and nearly every time I take it out it draws
attention. I love to drive it and people love to see it. So yeah, it turned out really nice!”
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2019 ROYAL ENFIELD INT 650 - Continued
		
I had
no missed shifts or false neutrals
in an extended time testing the motorcycle.
And on the gas, the 650 is a flexible,
torquey, good sounding motor with a
broad spread of power – usable power
starts at around 3000 rpm and gets
genuinely grin producing at around
4500 before starting to trail off at
about 6000. In our time with the INT
it spent most of its time happily spinning around 5000 rpm which produces instant throttle response and seems
to bother the engine not one whit.
On the highway, the INT is easily able
to cruise at 75 or 80 in top gear with
passing power available. During our
test we averaged a bit above 50 miles
per gallon average.
The bike’s brakes are absolutely stellar
– the front single disk has great feel,
terrific power and is easily modulated.
I was able to get the front tire right up
to howling in simulated panic stops
without triggering the ABS – there if
you need it, but the master cylinder,
braided lines and caliper make all of
the setup’s power available and easily
controlled. The rear brake is something I barely used – the bike’s slipper
clutch allowed me to engine brake into
hot corners without being concerned
about rev matching or braking loose
the rear on corner entrances.
The INT’s cornering manners took me
a little while to come to terms with.
Call it a character flaw that I respect
and do not want to crash other people’s motorcycles. Riding conservatively, on smooth pavement the INT
was close to magical – easy to turn-in,
and held a line well. On some rougher,
tighter, country roads, the bike’s fork
and shocks seemed a tad overdamped
– transmitting some road irregularities
to the rider and occasionally prone
to being knocked a little off the intended line. My inner lightbulb came
on brightly when I ratcheted up the
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aggression level, and started to really
give the twin the full berries -- Harris
Performance’s racing pedigree was on
full display here – absolutely wail on
the bike, and it settles down completely. Apex late, turn in harder, open the
throttle more and sooner and the INT
comes into its own, able to adjust and
even tighten up lines mid-corner with
no drama. I had underestimated this
motorcycle, and it taught me something.
With its single cylinder Bullets, Royal
Enfield had been strictly a niche manufacturer in the United States motorcycle market. In a market characterized by an explosion of motorcycle
categories, and preoccupations with
engine displacement, irrational speed
and electronic gadgets, their humble
singles were a truly an almost eccentric acquired taste. The Royal Enfield
INT 650, though, is a complete departure from RE’s prior US offerings.
Completely ignoring RE’s long heritage and prior offerings, and evaluated
on its own merits, the RE INT 650 is
simply an elemental, classic motorcycle that uses a bare minimum of
modern engineering and technology
to produce a bike that captures the
essence of motorcycling. I can hardly
recall a motorcycle that has been as
much fun to ride as the INT. Every
time I have taken this bike for a ride
I’ve been smiling ear to ear every
charge I took up though the gears,
every time I braked hard to setup for
a corner, and every time I came back
after a blast around the valley.
The Royal Enfield INT 650 looks great,
sounds great, and is an unadulterated
blast to ride. At an MSRP of $5799
– including a three year, unlimited
mileage warrantee, including roadside
assistance – the only question might
be why you haven’t got one yet.
Greg

G
M
H
w

Greg Shamieh is a lifelong motorcycle enthusiast, writer and historian who lives in the Two wheeled Haven of
Maryland’s Middletown Valley. He rides for daily transportation, sport, travel, meditation, inspiration and illumination.
His works appears on the web at rollingphysicsproblem.wordpress.com and Greg welcomes your comments here as
well.
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The Do-It-Yourself (DIY) Motorcycle Shop
– Is It For You?
Looking to finish that winter project bike that’s been lurking under the tarp for the

past few years? Maybe a DIY shop can provide you with just the spark needed to
complete your dream bike.
The DIY motorcycle shop can be traced to San Francisco in 2011 when the
Moto Shop opened its doors. The idea of taking your motorcycle to a shop where
you could use their space, their tools, and their mechanic appealed to Millennials
who were busy building bobbers and rat bikes from unloved junkyard Universal Japanese Motorcycles
of the eighties. Their goal of having less than $1000 in their project was the only way to do that. This
spawned the popular Bobber trend of today with Boomers following the formula, albeit on a larger
budget, refreshing well-preserved examples of more exotic bikes, like ‘90s Ducatis, Moto-Guzzis, and
MV Agustas. Both of these groups have one thing in common - the need for a place, and sometimes
the tools and expertise, to build or update the motorcycle of their dreams and the DIY shop provides
just that.
A good example of a good DIY shop is Seattle’s MotoShed. Founded in 2016 by John Lovin, who
claims to have the first DIY shop north of San Francisco, this ex-So Cal motorhead moved to Seattle in
1992 at the age of eighteen and fell in love with the Seattle motorcycle scene and with the simplest of
motorcycles – singles. When the custom scene shifted from unrideable $50,000 choppers to building
inexpensive bobbers out of UJMs, he fit right in with his desire for small-displacement, lightweight,
nakeds like the 1995 Honda GB 500 that he still specializes in today.
Typical of DIY shops, MotoShed offers a “Day Pass” at $25/hour or $100/day, a “Shop Pass” for
$199/month, and a “Full Membership” at $250/month. Only the Full Membership allows you to store
your ride at the shop. Otherwise, it has to leave at the end of the day. MotoShed is a full-service shop offering everything from oil changes to engine rebuilds and caters to those riders needing general maintenance, tire changes, and engine tuning. They also can accommodate riders passing through on their
travels. MotoShed also offers DIYers how-to workshops covering oil changes, chain adjusting, and other
basic maintenances to help new riders become familiar with their iron horses.
When he opened his shop, Lovin envisioned a focus on providing a friendly place for urban DIYers that didn’t have a garageful of tools or sometimes not even a garage, but quickly realized he needed
to hire a mechanic for all the DIYers’ questions coming his way as he tried to work on his customers’
vintage motorcycle restorations. That’s where his partner Ritsushi “Ritchie” Mizazato comes in. Not
only does Ritchie do all the customers’ technical engine work, he’s there to help DIYers when they get
in over their heads. With a large Asian population in Seattle it doesn’t hurt that Ritchie also is fluent in
Japanese. Soon after came the need for a suitable place for all the motorcyclists hanging out at the shop
to have coffee and converse (BS), so right next door to the shop The Wick Cafe was born. Being a small
business entrepreneur meant Lovin could move quickly from his original mainstay as the first vapor
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- ALWAYS A HEADWIND blaster in Seattle to a DIY motorcycle shop that also serves as a neighborhood gathering spot. “The locals weren’t sure they wanted a motorcycle
shop in their midst, but once the cafe opened and they started coming in
they warmed up to the idea right away”, is how he puts it.
Located in the North Queen Anne district that’s a mix of commercial, residential, and collegiate properties, the cafe served to unite the neighborhood where no gathering spot had previously existed. A bit tired-looking,
North Queen Anne’s hasn’t yet gentrified as much as neighboring districts
like Fremont or the super-trendy Ballard, but that change could be on its
way, but not before John and Ritchie make their positive impact on the

neighborhood.
On a recent Friday afternoon both the shop and the cafe were full
of motorcyclists with a row of neatly parked bikes slotted against the curb
and a big smile on Lovin’s face. Standing out among the bikes was Christian’s red and rare 1994 Moto-Guzzi 1100 Sport. Updated with Mikuni
carbs, KFT suspension, and Brembo brakes, his “Guzzi” was better than
when it left the factory. Soon it was joined by Eric’s even more rare yellow
1995 Moto-Guzzi 1100 Sport. Christian did all the work at MotoShed and
both Lovin and Christian were proud of the result. Christian was there to
meet Eric who was on a cross-country tour and had stopped in for a “once over” on his bike before continuing
his journey.
Also at the curb was Ritchie’s Shovelhead Sportster stripped down and decked out with a semi-ape
hanger bar and looking as close to a mid-sixties Brit bike as it could. It was very reminiscent of the Triumph TR6 Clint Eastwood rode in 1968’s Coogan’s Bluff. Also gathered at the curb were several well-preserved
mid-eighties mounts typical of MotoShed customers including an HRC Honda, Kawasaki fours, and a Yamaha 850 triple.		
How did this all get started? “While at Fort Benning in Georgia I became familiar
with the military’s practice of ‘hobby shops’” (furnishing a space and tools for servicemen and women to work on their private vehicles). He’s provided that type of service
for urban motorcyclists, but despite being in one of the hottest venture capital spots
in the world, the funding came from a personal loan – the sign of a true entrepreneur.
With his vapor blasting business helping to get the shop off the ground and the popularity of the cafe, Lovin now has a garage full of projects ranging from ‘80s Honda,
Yamaha, and Kawasaki thumpers, to ‘90s Ducati twins (Monsters being his favorite),
to a mid-eighties Suzuki Gamma, and even a Simplex all waiting for his attention.
How does Lovin describe the Seattle motorcycle scene? “Great”, is what he’ll say.
With the MotoShed and its Wick Cafe, Seattle Used Bikes and its Fuse Box Moto Tavern, and The Shop with its
Derby Restaurant pulling in as many as 500 on their bike nights, that’s an
understatement As one Facebook reviewer put it, “This shop has its s--together.” You’d be hard-pressed to argue with that.
DIY shops in your area are not the easiest to find. Searching the internet and social media are the best ways to explore this new idea on what
a motorcycle shop should be.
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“Power in the Hand”
By Jack Applebaum
The title of this article is a phrase that was attributed to Samuel Colt, maker of the “Peacemaker”,
the “equalizer”, the gun. To that end, one man is credited with having given the general public
(particularly in this country) a tool that has been widely used for good and evil, loved and hated,
awed and feared. However, Colt was not the only one to accomplish such a task of enabling someone
with the use of a hand to unleash great amounts of energy and power.
What about the inventors and builders of the machines we use and ride? A twist of the throttle in
one’s hand can make the difference between 6 and 60 mph. What about the complex triggering
systems built by the world’s militaries? Such systems can sometimes be reduced to two men. With
the twists of their wrists on two keys, many megatons of destructive energy may be launched
skyward.
But guns run out of ammunition and rust. Motorcycles run out of gas and rust. Even the nuclear
material in missiles have what physicists call a half-life, a timed limit to their usefulness. And yes,
missiles rust.
Jesus said “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” (Matt 24:35).
God’s Word never jams, never sputters, never weakens in its power or impact. When you pick up
a Bible, you hold more power than Samuel Colt, Mr. Harley and the Davidson brothers, or Julius
Robert Oppenheimer could ever have imagined. God’s Word has a power that exceeds any worldly
comprehension. A study of the word “power” as used in the Bible could lead to a very timeconsuming effort, but I’ll attempt to shorten that by drawing on Paul’s comments in Romans 1:16
“I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes…” (NIV)
God’s Word has eternal implications for everyone. Thank God that in the USA we can reach out and
pick up a copy so easily. And for most of us, it’s a simple twist of the wrist to open it up and tap in to
that power.
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THE MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP
Motorcycle Lobby Day Meeting 2019
Sunday January 20, 2019
The Virginia Coalition of Motorcyclists (VCOM) and Tom McGrath’s Motorcycle Law Group invites
all interested motorcyclists to attend this year’s Motorcycle Lobby Day Meeting. This year it will be held on
Sunday, January 20, 2019. Beginning at 1:00 p.m., Virginia Coalition of Motorcyclists lobbyists will lead an
informational meeting at the Holiday Inn Richmond South, located at 4303 Commerce Rd., Richmond, VA
23234. At this meeting we will discuss this year’s legislation affecting motorcyclists. We will also give pointers
on how to talk to your legislators about these important issues. Later that evening, attendees will enjoy a free
BBQ dinner. On Monday the 21st, we will leave the hotel at 8:00 a.m. sharp for our annual trip to the Capitol.
The 21stis a holiday so many people will be off work. After lobbying our legislators, we will head to Penny Lane
Pub where The Motorcycle Law Group will provide lunch to all who attended as a thank you for coming to support Virginia motorcyclists.
This year we intend to pursue two legislative initiatives that came out of this year’s Motorcycle Legislative Roundtable. One will amend section 18.2-324 of the Code of Virginia to clarify that it is illegal to blow
grass onto the roadway. Grass on the roadway can be a hazard to motorists, especially motorcyclists. The other
piece of legislation will seek to change the law in order to allow motorcyclists to use the right shoulder of any
limited access highway when traffic is congested. The proposed bill would only allow this for the purpose of
leaving the highway at the very next available exit. This is an important issue to motorcyclists, especially in areas such as Tidewater and Northern Virginia where it
is not uncommon for air cooled motorcycles to overheat in congested traffic.
We often find ourselves on the defensive end
of legislation. VCOM lobbyists keep watch for bills
which negatively affect motorcycling as well. As these
bills are filed we will identify them so that we can
discuss them at Lobby Day and convince legislators to
oppose them.
I encourage everyone who can to join us. It is
a lot of fun, it is educational, and most importantly it
shows the legislators that motorcyclists are a significant and active portion of the electorate.
For more information you may call VCOM at (800)
437-9434. For Room Reservations call (804) 5922900. Make sure to ask for the Motorcycle Lobbyist
Event Rate. We hope to see you at Lobby Day.
Matt Danielson
McGrath, Danielson, Sorrell & Fuller
Tom McGrath’s Motorcycle Law Group
1-800-321-8968
Motorcyclelawgroup.com
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THE WRITE GRIP
New Year, New To Riding!
By Stevie Lynne
Happy New Year! I’m not one for making resolutions anymore. It seemed to
become this grade school-like exercise where the assignment is to list a bunch of
your petty faults, along with a set of rules to follow to fix yourself. Oh, and if you’re
not perfect by March then you fail! No thanks. I do love to reflect on my favorite
adventures from the past year and look forward to all the new experiences and “firsts”
to come in the next 365 days. There are roads to ride, places to visit, and people to
meet for the first time.
If riding your own motorcycle is on YOUR list of firsts, make this the year it happens! I’ve mentioned the
lady rider who inspired me to get my own motorcycle before, and with the I-can-do-anything-attitude my
mom gifted me, I knew it would happen. But, where do you start? My advice to you is the same I received; take
a motorcycle riding/safety course. Mine consisted of a classroom session on a Friday night, then a half day of
training on the range Saturday and Sunday, with testing at the end. Passing the course, which met requirements
established by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation, meant I didn’t have to take an additional driving test at the
DMV. Also, there were discounts available from participating insurance companies after receiving a completion
certificate. Since it’s been… a while since that weekend, I thought I’d check with friends who are, or were class
instructors to see if the experience is still similar. Ruth was an instructor in Central Virginia and confirmed
that the course is still much as I remembered it. Like me, she’d ridden as a passenger before riding a bike on her
own.
She explained how that transitioned into becoming a RiderCoach: “I dated guys with motorcycles in my teens
and rode as a passenger, but hadn’t operated a motorcycle until 1998, when I took the Basic Rider Course
(BRC) in Charlottesville, VA. A couple of years after taking the course, I got a job working in the Albemarle
County Public Schools’ Community Education Department. The Basic Rider Course was one of the classes
offered through Community Ed. I learned more about what a great service the DMV sponsored course
provided the public by the positive feedback from students. Most raved about the course, the Rider Coaches,
and what a great experience they had. By 2007, I had enough riding experience and decided I wanted a better
understanding of the course we offered, so I took the Motorcycle Instructor course through the DMV. It was
intense; a couple of very stressful weekends of studying, gaining and practicing skills that would assist students
to safely operate a motorcycle. I was the only woman in that group of 15 men to become a certified Rider
Coach.”
Coach Rod is still an instructor through this program and was inspired by Ruth to take a class and then go
on to be certified as a Rider Coach right along with her: “My inspiration to become a rider coach started at
the picnic table of my best friend’s bike shop. Several of my riding friends were talking about taking the basic
rider course. It was a safety class I guessed but had NEVER heard of such thing and didn’t know it existed.
They asked if I had taken the course and I was like NO, I’ve been riding 30 plus years, never been down what
have I got to learn? They had ALL taken it and said you might be surprised at what you will learn. Ruth was
one of those riders and she convinced me to take the class. It was a gorgeous September day on day one and it
went well. It poured buckets on day 2 and was cold and miserable! What I learned about myself as a rider was
amazing. I was a lazy braker, (usually just the rear and the front if needed), my cornering was marginal. There
was just a lot I was not doing properly. After 2 days I was a better rider than I had been my entire life. At that
moment I knew I wanted to teach this class. It was fun, exciting and it just might save a life.”
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Rodman also points out where you can get more details on taking a class, “You can pick a class by signing up
for the weekend of your choice at opendoors1.org or visit the MSF website to find the classes closest to you.
VA has 350,000 riders. We add about 7000 more each year through this program. For roughly 150 bucks you
get great training and a chance to learn on someone else’s bike! You only need a driver’s license and the proper
attire. We provide helmets and bikes. Under 19 requires a parental signature. It’s a ton of fun and two days of
great work.”
Rod’s brother, Clark, also teaches the course! He explains, “My Brother got me into being an instructor
after he had been doing it for a while. His conviction on just how much one could benefit from the course
did it for me. After taking the class myself, I realized that I wasn’t the rider I thought I was. Always room for
improvement!”
If you have no experience on motorcycles, even as a passenger, don’t let that deter you from taking the
class. One such student stands out in Clark’s memories as an instructor: “This student came in with nervous
enthusiasm. She knew in her heart she was going to get that Ducati monster after getting her permit. She
insisted on a bike that was a bit taller than we would have liked but handled it with determination. She did well
all weekend and had a near perfect riding exam. When we handed her the permit and gave her a score she gave
us a huge smile and said, “So I did ok for never having ridden before?!” That weekend was the first time she had
ever sat on a bike!”
Maryann was also inspired by a family member to become a riding instructor in Northern Virginia: “I
have been riding since my college days. The summer of 1969. We used to go hill climbing when we weren’t in
class. I had a 3 gear 120cc Suzuki. It had a shifter that would cut the gear ratio in half for trail riding. I raced
TT Scrambles in Lodi, CA - on a 100cc Hodaka. I didn’t ride after my oldest son was around 2 until my kids
were grown. Then it was only street riding. My son-in-law was the one who wanted to become an instructor. I
went along because it sounded like fun. And it was! We taught a lot together. Lots of mother-in-law jokes. It’s
a great course. Within 3 days I watch people who have never been on a motorcycle become decent and safe
riders. That is the most fun. Watching the light bulb go on. Changing from someone who is afraid to lean the
motorcycle to someone who can ride a curve, or swerve, with good form.”
Anyone else in the area looking for more information on this class can go to nvcc.edu and search for the
basic motorcycle rider course. No matter what state, once you do some investigating, you’ll find a course
convenient to your location to suit you along with awesome teachers like Ruth, Rod, Clark, and Maryann. One
thing these four instructors have in common is their advice to new riders. All of them stress the importance
of practicing basic skills and riding your own ride. In other words, don’t get pushed past your comfort zone by
other riders as you gain experience. These coaches have also mentioned that a big part of what makes teaching
fun is when a student is successful, and they see the rider “get it” for the first time when it comes to learning
a new skill. Be that student! Worried about looking “foolish”? Check out Ruth’s recollection of a student who
stood out for the wrong reasons: “My most memorable event as an instructor was when a student came back to
class Sunday morning with a hangover and still a little intoxicated. While attending a party, he had passed out
in a theater and wasn’t sure what happened to his riding attire. He came to class wearing Shakespearean tights,
mismatched socks, colorful slippers, and a see-through mesh shirt that didn’t quite cover his belly. He said
he grabbed clothes from the costume closet. He fully expected to finish the course in that state and seemed
stupefied that we sent him away!” After that example, I think it would be more foolish to stay home and not
take a chance on yourself and reaching a new goal. I might see you on the range too, looking back on the fun I
had in my own class, this might be the year I take my first refresher course. Stevie
Stevie rides a Heritage Softail, is an ABATE member, and resides in the Capital Region of Maryland. Originally from Virginia, and after living in Pennsylvania for a time, she loves exploring the roads of the Mid-Atlantic and beyond on the Heritage. Stevie was an on-air radio personality for over twenty-five years, and is
happy to be sharing tales as a part of the Motorcycle Times family.
Stevie Lynne receives comments at thewritegrip2017@gmail.com if you enjoyed her column please send her
an email.
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RACING THE 500 G.P.’s

GARY SEMICS TELLS HIS STORY: PART SIX
FINLAND AND AUSTRIA
After my fifth place
overall at the last
round in Sweden,
we were all loaded
up on the ferry and on our way across
the Baltic Sea to next weekend’s race
at the Hyvinkaa track in Finland. It
was a nice trip, as shortly after the ferry launched it was time for bed. There
were small rooms (similar to small
motel rooms) for a good night’s sleep.
By the time we finished breakfast the
next morning it was time to unload
the ferry and just like that we were in
Finland. Like the trip from the Barkarby track to the ferry in Sweden, it
was another short trip from the ferry
to the track. By Monday afternoon
we were checked into our motel,
and Francois and Jeff had the bikes
unloaded and washed. This is where
we would stay for the next five days
before the race. It was nestled in a
beautiful rolling pine forest and was
populated with friendly Finnish people, especially the women. The guys
had been telling me stories about the
Finnish women, and I soon found out
they were not exaggerating. I don’t
know what Finland is like today, but
back in the early 80s, Finnish women
were looking for men who were not
from Finland. This, coupled with the
fact that women outnumbered men
three to one, made it a place like no
other. It turned the normal men seeking women into a complete 180. The
reason Finnish women favored other
men, as the story goes, was because
most all Finnish men were obsessed
with sports and alcohol. So when
European or American men came to
town, well you know, game on! This
time of the year and being this far
north there was not really nighttime.
As the sun was setting it was already
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starting to rise. It sure was a unique
place. Needless to say, those five days
went by too fast. But maybe on the
other hand, just in time as one young
lady wanted me to meet her parents.
She thought she was going to join me
when I returned to the US. I thought
we were just kidding around but when
she seriously invited me to her parent’s
house for cookies and coffee I knew I
was in trouble.
During the week in paradise my health
was finally beginning to return. For
the first time in months I felt well
enough to do some running. Graham
and I ran on some nice running trails
through the oxygen-rich pine forest
where our motel was located. Other
than that it was pretty much R and R.
Being on the road like this, we seldom
got to practice during the week between races. The mechanics were busy
getting the bikes ready for the race,
interrupting that process and going to
a practice track just wasn’t practical.
But I sure didn’t complain as we did
so much practicing and racing on the
weekends that it wasn’t like I was anxious to practice more. Through all this
routine preparation we still found time
to have fun. Someone that the mechanics
knew
had a
small
renta-car
parked
near
a tree
in the
motel’s
parking lot. They tipped it up against
the tree and left it there, propped up
on two wheels. We all waited and
watched as the owner came out and

saw his car leaning high against the
tree. Yes, we all find ways to have fun...
it was a good laugh.
The Hyninkaa track was sand, but not
so soft that it would form big, deep
rollers. It was more of a hard sand that
formed a lot of bumpsl but not too big
and deep. This track was also very fast.
One of the main straightaways, that
had just two small single jumps, was
fifth gear pinned looking for sixth on
my ‘82 production 480 Honda. The
start was also very long into a wide
sweeping left hander. Not a favorable
track for my production bike, which
was outpowered against all the factory
bikes, but I wasn’t thinking about that.
I was finally feeling well, the weather
and track were awesome, and I just
had a great week. I rode and rode and
rode through Saturday’s practices and
qualifying. Saturday evening was the
usual, mechanics getting the bikes
ready for Sunday, riders getting their
gear cleaned and ready, eating and
relaxing until bedtime.
Sunday morning’s weather was just
like Saturday’s, perfect conditions. All
went well through the practices and
the final 30-minute timed practice for
starting positions. As always Tina had
our lap times and I was right up there
somewhere in the top 10. Before the
1st moto the last minute bike preparations were being made. Andre Malherbe chose to use a 110 rear tire instead
of the usual 120. He said it worked
better on this track so he wouldn’t
get too much traction and wheelie. It
made me wonder if I should be using
a 110 on my 480. I didn’t know, and it
was too late to change but nonetheless
that was his choice. Soon we were all
called to staging. Then we would be
waved to the gate one at a time according to our times in the final practice.

RACING THE 500 GP’s - continued
We would all leave our engines running because once we were all lined up
the starter would put the one minute
card up (I do believe it was a one minute card back then), the card would go
sideways and we would be off. There
was no time to shut your engine off,
get some last motivating words from
your mechanic and prepare yourself
for the task that lay ahead, like nowadays. Usually no one except the riders
were allowed past staging.
Soon the gate dropped and we were off
and racing. I don’t remember exactly
my track position after the first corner
but it was somewhere around 10th.
While exiting the second corner Andre looped out a few positions in front
of me. It was gnarly-looking and I was
surprised. I thought, too bad for him,
and I was glad I didn’t use the 110
rear tire. I think his 500 works bike
was spinning the tire so much that
when he left off the throttle it actually got more traction and looped out.
I’m not sure but after the race that’s
what I thought must have happened. I
was having a good race, battling with
riders one after the other and moving up steadily. One rider was Dave
Thorpe, who was on a works Kawasaki
at the time. On one big single jump
that shot you really high I was looking
straight down at him, right under my
front wheel. I was glad that he landed
on the throttle and just barely cleared
my landing area in time. By the end
of the 40-minute plus 2 laps moto I
had worked up to fifth and was only
five seconds behind the leader (Andre
Vomans). Of course that means the
top five were very close.
The second moto was similar, with
another descent start. I remember
holding Lackey off for much of the
moto and all the way to the finish.
That felt good, as he was the one who
was telling me how difficult these GPs
were after my disheartening, unfortunate reality of not qualifying for the

first round in France. Brad was so mad
after the race he took off his Ohlins
shock, laid it on the ground, poured
gas on it and lit it on fire. Needless to
say, the Ohlins people were not happy
about that move. Our pit was happy as
Jeff and I had another fifth overall on
our production Honda. There wasn’t
time for much celebrating though,
other than a good feeling deep down
inside, we were quickly off to catch
another ferry. This time, all the way
south to Denmark and then south
again to the next round in Sittendorf,
Austria.

By far, this was the biggest ferry I had
ever been on. Not only motel-type
rooms, but it also had a movie theater,
swimming pool, nightclub, restaurants
and large outside decks. That night
Jeff, a few others and I hung out in the
nightclub for a while. It was an interesting crowd from different countries.
I was talking to two English girls while
pretending I was from Belgium and
spoke some broken English. I knew
that language very well as I heard it a
lot. They believed me and found my
accent to be very amusing. But sleep
came calling and soon I was in dreamland. This was going to be a long trip,
a full day and another full night before
arriving on the shores of Denmark.
The next morning I was eager to explore the ship. I made my way around
it seeing many people I knew from the
circuit and many other people I didn’t
know. One person I knew was Lackey. He was already training with his
personal trainer, who was with him at
all times. Brad was doing these short
sprints back and forth on a portion of
the deck. In this setting it looked very

unusual as many people were looking
at him like he was mental. I thought
maybe I should be training too but on
second thought I wasn’t going to push
it. After all, I just started running one
day last week. Soon the rest of the boat
trip became boring and I was looking
forward to getting back on dry land.
That’s a racer for ya, we don’t idle well.
We like to be wide open or shut off.
I guess shut off is sleeping. So after a
long nap I was up and moving again.
Soon it was dinnertime, so several of
us ate in one of the ship’s restaurants.
Then we passed more time in the
nightclub which was pretty uneventful. It was early to bed and early to
rise, as we were docked and unloading
the next morning.
Before long we were in our trusty race
van on the road again. It was too far
to go back to our main base in Genk,
Belgium, so we were making a B-line
straight to Sittendorf, Austria. It was
still quite a long drive. Jeff and I got
separated from our usual traveling
caravan of Graham and Pam in their
Mercedes, which was pulling their
travel trailer, and François in his Team
Honda Race truck. We were several
hours from the track when the normally trusty race van would not start
after stopping for fuel. For well over
an hour we tried everything we could
think of but it just wasn’t going to
start. It was already Friday so we were
beginning to worry about making it to
practice the next day. The gas station
attendant knew of a good mechanic nearby. Soon the mechanic was
there looking over our van. He said
he would have to tow it to his garage.
Luckily for us he was a big fan of the
GPs. He let us use his truck and would
bring our van to the race the next day
or Sunday. We loaded our two bikes,
toolbox, riding gear and the other stuff
we would need for the next day’s practice and we’re on our way to the races
again. Talk about good luck replacing
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GEOF UYEHARA
DREAMING IS FREE
Barn finds, derelict bikes, choice sales, and new bikes are out there. For years I drove by a
Honda 500 four that sat out in a back yard next to the highway. I asked one day if I could
buy it and they said no.
A friend picked up a 1964 red Honda dream for me out of the weekly rubbish. It was in a
bunch of boxes and bins and was 99% there. Just a bit was poking out but he knew the parts well enough and
knew what to do. He sold it to me at a bargain price. It came with two brand new exhaust pipes and a new front
fender to replace the original slightly wrinkled one. He also spotted a parked dream in a carport that was a
mottled white and a rusty brown color. I purchase that one for a buck from the original owner who rode it every day to college. His mom bought it for his commute the former owner said. I was able to get a host of good
parts from it. I purchased over time a selection of Honda dreams in various states of
“restoration”. Some I sold off, others I still have in various stages of originality.
I picked up a Honda 35o 4 with one cylinder putting out lots of smoke. I
resold it to another eager restoration buff. He said he would work the issues out.
We have all seen the basket case bikes that we wish we had purchased. I saw a cherry 1975 Honda 750 four at mid Ohio and hesitated picking it up and upon return
it had been sold for $750. I also passed up a Honda dream CSA 300 with up swept
pipes in 1986 that was going for three hundred bucks. They are 15k now. I checked
out a friends uncle’s custom Kawasaki 900 for twelve hundred, but passed it up because I’ve been a Honda fan
forever, but I am trying to break that addiction. My wish list goes on.
We all have a friend that said there is a bike you are looking for is in that neighborhood over there. Some come in a box. Others are shiny new, others can be pieced
together and some are just plain phantom. The phantom bikes your friends tell you
about are the best conversation pieces. It’s almost ready, just one more part or it’s just
a day away and are all dreams of imagination and journey. The sculpture crowd is
there. One more, a Picasso, a Dr. Seuss, a Brough Superior or a bike seen on a website for sale to the quickest
bidder. Every hobby group has their must haves. Love and desire in the romance novel set.
Everybody has a long list of honey no don’t bring another bike home, bikes. I would own a museum
if all the bikes I put interest into actually ended up in my garage. I’d be arrested for possession. It’s so easy, as
Linda Ronstadt said, to fall in love. Envisioning the ride but not the what’s and how’s is the full yard we all face.
“The tracks of our tears”. The first rule of treasure hunting is to buy now or somebody else will, and buy what
you can afford. A buddy said his place is too small to think about additional bikes. Did I hear that, I said as
his eyes began to glow again and his long list of bikes became our next conversation. What’s your next bike
going to be? Big bore trouble? Guzzi new models he said. Most folks have a long list of wants and likes and only
enough space for a bunch of them. We all know collectors with large collections of items with plans to buy
more. The country estate can really fill up fast that way.
Actually riding or getting the lump of coal or diamond home is the part of the journey and search, and
can be just one stop on the continuing journey of the relationship we have with our treasures, but the ones that
get away can really set me back. Temporarily I’m blue, but necessity drives my move onto the next level of treasure hunting. Treasure hunting and dumpster dipping can be a barrel of trouble and a cash bonus too. Some
folks call us thieves others adventurers, but the thoughts of the possibilities are what dreams are. Rummaging
through old barns, dealerships, and your imagination is what stirs our drive for new adventure.
Barn finds: Those TV shows are great where they find great adventure looking for crazy finds with lots
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DREAMING IS FREE - continued
of motorcycles along the way. A modern Japanese racer or a British vintage Sunbeam is hardly ever
discovered in the American back road search, but lots of stuff is out there to be collected. The greatest
barn find is the one you find. There are a thousand stories of the next greatest find but of course the
best dream is your own. It’s what you find and can make of it.
Left outside Marques. A guy at the office has a first year virago in his backyard waiting for Godot.
(It’s not for sale: it’s actually his mild mannered wife’s bike). I’ve seen a bunch of items left around. I did
see an Indian two stroke dirt bike that was for sale. It was wedged between a car and the wall with several layers of dust on it. We have all seen gems come and go. Let it go or is it worth it? Rusty treasures;
people try to sell them all the time at parts jumbles and jamborees and people can take them home for
a song and they can become a perfect art piece with patience and some bucks.
Choice sales: new and used = browsing at the Local shop or dealership presents a host of opportunities too. Last year’s not so great seller models going for half price. Brand new super duper models
that will of course be a great classic in thirty years are on sale now. Get one in each color. I get a rush at
the store every time I walk in. You can’t take them all home. Pick one and buy it or two, the others will
remain on the list. Folk lore and Phantom bikes: You see the bike, but you are not sure if it’s the right
model or something until it is too late and years have gone by, and or it was sold while you were thinking about it. Those crates of Harleys from WW2 are still around waiting for somebody to find them.
Gems and dreams, found and lost come in all shapes and sizes.
Special events can pop up too that will lead to diamonds in the rough and others
already cut to shine. I recently went to Ivy City, DC to catch up with a buddy Steve
and former owner of the CrowBar a fore runner of the new craze for cycle gathering places I wrote about recently, and found a diamond of Motorcycling caliber.
Searching for local cycle establishments of this new color was one item on my wish
dream list and my buddy said lets go, I know a place...He showed me a modern
local biker shop complete with design club membership, space to work on and
customize your cycle, classes if you need help, with apparel and custom items for sale, plus comfortable
seating and wonderful people in a great location just off New York Avenue in Ivy City near Gallaudet
University.
Anybody can join with membership options
at varying levels. They know of many of the
establishments I mentioned in my article “The
Magical Stitchery Tour” and are really interested in you and your cycles. We went in after
a great seafood lunch across the street and we
were greeted with a smile by co-founder Laurel and were offered a tour of the
space in the Old Hecht Company building in an area that has been converted
into a DC destination hot spot. Dunn Lewis, MC 2007 Fenwick St., NE Washington DC. dunnlewismc.com 202-525-6527.
At the museum of American history is a show on about why we collect
stuff. “Magnificent Obsessions: Why We Collect”. What possesses us to want to
have a collection of motorcycles or some other crazy things? Is it vanity, group think, or just plain got
to have it? Geof
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Two Tire Tirade
Winter’s Prison
A Dream Of Tomorrow
ROBERT HUNT
“I asked God for a bike, but I know God doesn’t work that way. So I stole a bike and asked for forgiveness.”
Emo Philips
We ride our motorcycles as if we’re giants among men knowing that upon our steeds we
have found our Zen like place in the world. Our shared sentiments while riding of happiness, security and euphoria is the glue that bonds us together as a riding community. ‘Tis the season that we
find ourselves collectively holding our breath as winter expands its cold tentacles throughout our
communities making it impossible for us to ride. The culmination of dwindling riding opportunities
and frigid grey dark winter skies often lead to what I call “Seasonal Motorcycle Yearning Depressive
Disorder” or otherwise known as SMYDD. Symptoms of SMYDD may include; long term feelings of
anxiety, excessive pent up anger, binge eating, binge drinking, growling at puppies and other such
behavior which is generally not tolerated by the social norm. The only cure for this gloomy cheerless
syndrome comes in the form of hope. Hope for warm, sunny cloudless days, hope for long motorcycle rides on ice free blacktop, hope for that much needed two wheeled sojourn that will surely come
when springs roars back to life melting away the gloom of winter.
The snow and ice of winter that limits our ability to ride is thankfully very much temporary.
Unfortunately, despite our passion and love of motorcycling, the world can often disrupt our lives
in so many ugly ways. Injuries, illness, financial woes and a host of other reasons can lead us to not
have the ability to ride our beloved motorcycles. The thought of life without riding is daunting and
depressing all at the same time. The sad reality is that this happens to good people every day. When
struck with such unfortunate situations, there may not be many options for an individual to do so
that they may be able to ride again. I often worry about these types of predicaments that may occur in my life that may impede upon my capacity to ride. The solution to such woes is not to worry
about what issues may arise in the future but to assist those who may have fallen on hard luck today.
There are thousands of ways we can give back to our motorcycling community. If you’re good with a
wrench, help a fellow motorcyclist get back on the road by providing technical expertise on that overdo motorcycle repair. Lend moral support to those who have befallen tough times. There are more
than a few non-profit organizations that assist disabled riders to get back on the road who are always looking for volunteers. Assist a stranded motorcyclist instead of watching them in the rear view
mirror as you speed away. These acts of kindness represents the fibers that binds our motorcycling
community together. We often cannot prevent unforeseen ugly situations from occurring but we
surely have the power to help mitigate the damages for our friends, family and neighbors when they
do. Positive acts of service not only helps others in need but often provides the individual doing the
service with a sense of exhilaration and bliss.
I do have one financial rule that I live by to prevent myself from losing my motorcycle. I have
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never purchased a motorcycle that I could not afford to buy in cash. Taking a loan out to buy a motorcycle for me is not an option. This financial theory may not work for many but has worked for me
since I purchased my first motorcycle. Not having the option to take a loan out for a motorcycle has
limited my choice of motorcycles but has protected me from over extending my budget. The plan is
simple, buy a motorcycle in cash. Use the money that would go into a motorcycling payment and
place it into a motorcycle fund that can be used to purchase a new motorcycle in the future. This
motorcycle fund can also be used for emergency repairs in case there is unexpected maintenance
needed. The trick is to add to the motorcycle fund monthly, just like you would pay off a loan every
month. There is something rewarding about buying a cycle in cash and not giving the banking conglomerates the opportunity to take your hard earned cash in the form of interest. With this frugal
theory of motorcycling ownership, even if I fall on challenging financial times, there is a reduced risk
that I will be forced to sell my motorcycle to make ends meets. My approach to motorcycling ownership will never provide me with the fastest or most expensive bike, but I see it as a financial safety net
that will provide two wheel security even during economic turbulent times. Despite my frugal financial restrictions on motorcycle ownership, I have never owned a motorcycle I did not love. Riding a
motorcycle that is paid for is just more fun to ride.
I am so thankful for all the many gifts that motorcycling has provided me in my life as well as all
those two wheeled enthusiast that I call friends. Without the camaraderie that motorcycling has provided, my life would not be as fun and adventurous as it is today. Keep an eye out for service opportunities that we can give to our motorcycling community in 2019. I promise you that you will always
gain more in providing service to others then the amount of energy you expend in your efforts. I wish
all of you a happy and safe New Year filled with wondrous two wheeled adventures and fun.
EDITORS NOTE: Rob Hunt has been riding since 2001 when he bought his first Yamaha for $800. He has been addicted
to riding ever since. Rob currently rides a 2018 Royal Enfield Himalayan but has never met a bike he didn’t like.
Rob is married and has two teenaged sons and works as Unit Manager in the corporate sector. He received his B.A.
in History from Buffalo State College and loves to combine his interest in history with his passion of riding and writing about the experiences. After college Rob volunteered for two years with AmeriCorps National Civilian Community
Corps. After a tour in Iraq with the United States Army, Rob started writing and began scribing his own blog which
primarily focused on the joy of Riding Motorcycles. Rob has been to every state in the continental United States and his
current goal is to ride to Alaska in the next two years then go to and ride Hawaii on a motorcycle rental.
You can read Rob’s blog at: twotiretirade.wordpress.com Ed.
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RACING THE 500 GP’s - continued
bad. We arrived at the track just after
dark Friday night. There was nowhere
to sleep in this borrowed truck and
our traveling tent was left behind. Jeff
slept in François’ truck again and I was
lucky to have one of the Honda Team’s
motorhomes all to myself.
Saturday morning was looking good
with nice weather conditions for
racing. One Saturday chore was tech
inspection. Tech inspection of the
bikes was serious as they even weighed
every bike from a hanging scale. Some
of the riders would stand by the scale
to watch a few of the suspicious bikes
being weighed just in case they were
under weight. I don’t remember them
ever catching one, but some were very
close. Who knows, maybe they had a
chain hidden in the air box that was
later removed? I didn’t have anything
to worry about with my production
bike.
Soon the first practice was underway
on this fast, hilly, rocky, hard-packed
track. There was one exceptionally
long, steep uphill, which had a 180
corner a little ways before the bottom.
As you started up the hill it got steeper and steeper. By the time you were
almost at the top of this 100-yard hill
it was very steep and covered with
embedded rock, no dirt, all rock. I
would have the 480 pinned in third
gear halfway up this monster hill but
would have to downshift to second
before the top. By the end of normal
practice (before the two groups of
qualifying timed practice) the entire
track was developing choppy bumps
everywhere. Marty Moates was there,
but not able to race because of an injury. I remember seeing him watching
practice. After practice he invited me
into his truck for a cheese sandwich
and I asked him how my suspension
looked compared to the factory bikes.
He said, as I suspected, they looked
smoother. If you remember I tried
the White Power shock in practice at
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the Norg, Holland, race and said it
was better on the choppy bumps but
bottomed out on the big ones. This
Sittendorf track had way more hard,
choppy bumps. My Olins shock was
having a hard time absorbing all the
chop but it was too late to change now.
I had to focus on what I had and not
what I didn’t have. I had to get good
results...period.
In one of our motel stays during the
previous week I had managed to get
DeCoster on the phone, who was in
California. I had already put the bug in
his ear about possibly getting a works
bike. After the Swedish and Finnish
rounds I had two fifth overalls to add
in my hopes to get “The Man” to pull
some strings. He also knew I was only
five seconds behind the leader in the
first moto in Finland and similar in
the second moto. I told him I could
have surely made up that difference
on a works bike. RD couldn’t give me
any guarantees, but he said he would
see what he could do. I knew this race
would be the tipping point, one way or
another!
Earlier on Saturday I had found out
that Honda of Japan had sent one of
their head people of Honda’s racing
division (I don’t remember his name)
to find out what the problem might
be with the Factory Team (Graham
Noyce and Andre Malherbe) not
getting the results they expected out
of them. This guy, let’s call him Senor
Honda, would join the team for the
remainder of the GP season.
Another specialty of this hilly, rocky,
hard packed track was a cement start.
To my memory it’s the only one on
the entire European GP circuit. For
our qualifying timed practice we were
allow to line up on the gate and do one
practice start as we began our timed
practice. I asked Jeff to see if he could
find a bucket and shovel and take
them to the gate. He got a few buckets
of moist dirt and packed it onto the

cement just wide enough for my tires
to stay on the dirt. I practiced my one
and only start on it and thought it
would be an advantage. Qualifying
practice went well and I was easily in
the race for Sunday.
Sunday morning brought another perfect day for racing, with partly cloudy
skies and mild temperatures. All my
practices went well Sunday morning
and I would have a good gate pick. We
got everything ready in our makeshift
pit area, minus our race van. It still
hadn’t made its return, and waited for
the call to staging for the first moto.
Finally the call came and soon we were
all heading to the line one at a time. As
soon as Jeff knew what gate I had he
quickly packed our little dirt launching pad. I know I said earlier that
mechanics were usually not allowed
to the gate with their rider. Well, that
was usually the case but not here at
this particular race. When I lined up
on the dirt pad I was so high that I
could barely reach the ground, just
balancing the bike from my tippy toes.
As the gate dropped I launched off the
concrete, raced down the long hard
packed start straightaway, through the
first two wide 90-degree corners and
into a solid top five start...

Check back next month for a story
that will surprise everyone! Find out
why Senor Honda is furious and what
he wants Honda of Germany to do.

Santé
JOIN US FOR A TASTE OF BALTIMORE!
Santé will feature delicious creations from 25 of Baltimore’s best restaurants, caterers,
and chefs, paired with enticing beverages. Adding to the fun will be Celebrity Judges and
the People’s Choice competition, along with entertainment, raffles, and a silent auction.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2019
6:00pm – 9:00pm
American Visionary Art Museum

The Jim Rouse Visionary Center
3rd floor Banquet Room
840 Key Highway – Baltimore, MD 21230
Registration begins at 5:30pm

For tickets, visit: kidneymd.org
Individual Tickets $100
Sponsorship Opportunities Available
For more information, contact Pattie Dash, Executive Director,
pattie.dash@kidney.org or call 410.494.8545.

ANNUAL PARTNERS

© 2018 National Kidney Foundation, Inc. 03-97-8048_KBI
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BACKFIRE

Snippets of motorcycling lore
So, you think Kawasaki makes motorcycles. Sure. But how about ships? Big
ones. Long before Kawasaki made its first motorcycle the company built ships.
The business was already well established before the turn of the last century. It
has continued uninterrupted since 1878, when the first motorcycles were still
in the realm of self-styled inventors experimenting with steam engines for two
and three wheel vehicles. The advent of motorcycles wasn’t even foreseen.
Industry giants had no interest in pursuing experimental ideas. Ship building
was certainly more attractive.
Today, Kawasaki ships are major conveyers of world trade. They include all
kinds of ocean going merchant vessels, from general cargo coasters, LNG
and LPG carriers, bulk cargo and container ships, to the giant crude oil megatankers called VLCCs (Very Large Crude Carriers) measuring nearly 1300 feet
in length. That’s almost a quarter mile! Kawasaki may not be the biggest ship
builders out there, but they are the only ones who also make motorcycles. That
puts them in the unique position of being the makers of the smallest as well as
the largest motorized commercial vehicles on earth. (Al Karasa)

THANK YOU!
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TOP EVENTS BROUGHT TO YOU BY

KARMA CYCLES
To verify or check for changes please go to www.rollingthunder.com then click on 2019 Run Info

of riders and onlookers. The ride
started in 1988 with about 2,000
riders, Muller said. In 2018,
there were more than 500,000.
Costs for the 2018 ride totaled
By NIKKI WENTLING,
more than $200,000, Muller
STARS AND STRIPES
Published: December 13, 2018 said. The nonprofit hasn’t been
able to recruit a new corporate
WASHINGTON – Rolling
sponsor, and Rolling Thunder
Thunder will no longer Hold
didn’t sell enough merchandise,
its annual Memorial Day
such as patches, pins and flags.
motorcycle ride through
The money that Rolling Thunder
Washington, D.C., after 2019,
the group’s founder announced does collect should be going
toward the group’s community
Thursday. “The Tradition
service branch, which offers
is ending because of
financial help to veterans, service
escalating costs and a lack
members and their families,
of cooperation from the
Muller said.
Pentagon and metropolitan “We’re collecting money to
police departments...” said help veterans, troops and their
Artie Muller, a Vietnam veteran families, and spending $200,000
and founder of Rolling Thunder, on a run? I can’t justify that,” he
Inc. “It has been a hard decision said.
to make,” Muller wrote in a
In addition, working with
letter that he plans to send to
Pentagon police and the
supporters in January. “After
city police department to
much discussion and thought
organize the event has become
over the last six months, Rolling more difficult, Muller said.
Thunder National Officers have Participants this year were
concluded to end our 32-year
prevented from entering certain
annual D.C. Memorial weekend Pentagon parking lots where
event.”
they typically convene. In place
Rolling Thunder is a nonprofit
of the national event, Muller
organization that honors
encouraged the 90 individual
prisoners of war and service
chapters of Rolling Thunder to
members missing in action. Its
host their own Memorial Day
“Ride for Freedom” through
demonstrations starting in 2020.
Washington every Memorial
The announcement Thursday
Day weekend draws thousands prompted disappointment from
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some riders and fans of the
event, according to Muller.
“I’m not surprised, I knew some
would be upset about it,” he said
of the calls that he has received.
“But sometimes you got to
change, and I think we do have
to change.”
“These demonstrations and Rolling Thunder’s unbelievable work
over the past 32 years has made a
tremendous impact, keeping the
search going for our missing and
prisoners of war.”
Joe Chenelly, director of AMVETS, a national veterans
organization, said his group
has “been working to ensure
this does not die.” “This is too
important to our veterans and
really to all Americans to simply
let it stop,” Chenelly said. “These
demonstrations and Rolling
Thunder’s unbelievable work
over the past 32 years has made a
tremendous impact, keeping the
search going for our missing and
prisoners of war.”
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