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FEATURED EVENTS CALENDAR
Delmarva Bike Week

Saturday, September 15

Inlet | Ticket required
Sept 13-15 2018
11:00 AM - 9:30 PM, Vendors, Oﬃcial
Arthur W. Perdue Stadium
Merchandise, Food & Beverages, and
6400 Hobbs Rd, Salisbury,
More…Nascar Simulator
Maryland 21804
Boardwalk Stage
Overview of OC BikeFest
11:30 PM – Kashmir, 2:00 PM – BrickThursday, September 13 yard Roads, 8:15 PM – Jasmine Cain
Ocean Stage
Inlet | Ticket required. 11:00 AM 4:00
PM
–
.38
Special, 6:30 PM – Kip
9:30 PM, Vendors, Oﬃcial MerchanMoore, All scheduled events subject to
dise, Food & Beverages, and More…
change without prior notice.
Nascar Simulator
Convention Center
Boardwalk Stage
9:00 AM - 7:00 PM, Vendors, Oﬃcial
11:30 PM – Kashmir, 2:00 PM – Big
Merchandise, Food & Beverages, and
Engine, 8:00 PM – Jasmine Cain
More…Jack Daniel’s Experience, Free
Ocean Stage
Bike Parking.
4:00 PM – 6:30 PM – Vince Neil
All scheduled events subject to change Rommel H-D Delmarva Seaford DE
No ticket required 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
without prior notice.
Convention Center
Sunday, September 16
9:00 AM - 7:00 PM, Vendors, Oﬃcial
Inlet – Closed
Merchandise, Food & Beverages, and
Convention Center
More…Jack Daniel’s Experience
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM, Vendors, Oﬃcial
Free Bike Parking
Merchandise, Food & Beverages, and
Rommel H-D Delmarva Seaford DE More…Jack Daniel’s Experience, Free
9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Bike Parking

Friday, September 14
Inlet | Ticket required

Thursday, September 13, 2018 Sunday, September 16, 2018
Motorcycles, Music, Entertainment
and lots of fun! In conjunction with
the Delmarva Bike Rally, which
attracts 150,000+ motorcycling enthusiasts to the area – OC BikeFest raises
the bar and brings those bikers down
to the beach to enjoy a gated event
with concerts, stunt shows, custom
bike builders, national motorcycle
vendors, shops, rides, and the fabulous
bars and restaurants of Ocean City.
Ocean City, MD Inlet & Convention
Center, Ocean City, MARYLAND
Zip, 21842
Contact Email info@ocbikefest.com
On the net: ocbikefest.com/

Virginia CMA State Rally 2018

Thursday, September 13, 2018 Sunday, September 16, 2018
Join us for Fellowship, Worship, Family, Friends and Fun, Camp Christi,
Rommel H-D Delmarva Seaford DE 4704 Roanoke Street City Christiansburg, VA 24073
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
cmascr4.org/va/state-rally-form.aspx

11:00 AM - 9:30 PM, Vendors, Oﬃcial
Merchandise, Food & Beverages, and
More…Nascar Simulator
Bikers for Boobs
Boardwalk Stage
Sunday, September 9, 2018 9:00 AM
11:30 PM – Big Engine, 2:00 PM –Jas50 Mile Ride and After Party with
mine Cain, 8:00 PM – Kashmir
Food, Live Music and More
Ocean Stage
Riding for those we have lost and
4:00 PM – Pop Evil, 6:30 PM –
those who are battling.
SEETHER, All scheduled events sub$25 Rider - $10 Passenger
ject to change without prior notice.
Registration: 9am - Kickstands Up:
Noon - After Party: 1:30pm
Convention Center
Keystone Harley-Davidson
9:00 AM - 7:00 PM, Vendors, Oﬃcial
770 State Rd Parryville
Merchandise, Food & Beverages, and
PENNSYLVANIA
More…Jack Daniel’s Experience, Free
18244
Bike Parking
Contact Phone (610) 844-4482
Rommel H-D Delmarva Seaford DE
Contact Email
9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
bikersforboobspa@yahoo.com
WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM

OC Bikefest 2018

Patriot Ride 2018

Saturday, September 8, 2018 12:00 PM
The Patriot Ride is an annual event
on the Saturday closest to September
11th. We remember that fateful day
and honor all the men and women
who is serving or has served in the
United States Military. All proceeds go
to Mountaineer Military Museum.
Mountaineer Military Museum
345 Center Ave Weston
WEST VIRGINIA, 26452
www.facebook.com/
events/142410049767204/

DELAWARE

2/6 Marines Memorial March/ CVMA
50-1 2018 Motorcyle Ride
Saturday, September 8, 2018 from 11:00 AM to 9:00 PM
This is a Poker Run style Ride that is being hosted by the
2/6 Marines Memorial March and Combat Vets Motorcycle Association Chapter 50-1. The proceeds for this ride
will go to building a memorial at Camp Lejeune at 2/6
Headquarters honoring those who were killed in action in
Iraq and Afghanistan. The 2/6 Marines Memorial March
has been hosting several events to raise money to honor
my brothers who were killed in action in Iraq and Afghanistan. The 2/6 Marines Memorial March goal is also
to raise awareness for those who are affected by PTSD.
Please come out for this event and support a good cause.
We will start the ride at 1200 hours at Port Penn
VFW #838 located at 1919 Augustine Beach Road, Port
Penn, DE 19731 and will end at Irish Eyes in Lewes DE.
Those participating in this event will register at
Port Penn VFW#838 on the day of the event. You will
pick up your first poker card, locations of other card pick
up spots. The cost of this ride is $25 per bike, if you have
an additional rider it will be $5 extra. If you are wanting
an extra hand you can buy that at Irish Eyes Lewes DE at
the end of the ride for $25. We have picked locations with
food and beverages along the ride for the card pick up
spots. The Port Penn VFW#838 location will have a limited supply surprise for first arriving motorcycles. If you
know anyone without a motorcycle that wants to attend
this event to support it they can go directly to Irish Eyes
at 4 pm on September 8,2018. Please come out and enjoy yourself while supporting the 2/6 Marines Memorial
March and Combat Vets Motorcycle Association Chapter 50-1. FYI VFW posts accept cash only for food and
beverages some have onsite ATM but I would stop at an
ATM prior so that you don’t go thirsty or hungry. Irish
Eyes accepts cards. Each poker card pick up location will
be manned by a CVMA 50-1 Member.
Start: Port Penn VFW# 838 1919 Augustine Beach Road,
Port Penn, DE 19731
End: Irish Eyes 213 Anglers Rd, Lewes, DE 19958
Contact nhurst0331@gmail.com

41st Annual Oktoberfest Poker Run

Sunday, October 7, 2018 10:00 AM
Four Seasons Motorcycle Club, All Bikes Welcome - Food,
Drink, Games, Pins, & Prizes. Registration 10am till 12
noon. $15single $25 double. A Portion of proceeds goes
to Local Charities. Boston Market - Prices Corner, 3130
Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington, DE 19808
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MID ATLANTIC EVENTS CALENDAR
NOTE: We want to list your event. Please email your complete event information and art work to us at
mjmpublishing2017@gmail.com. Be sure to include event name, location, description, start and end dates
and especially the time if it is not an all day event. Questions? Just email. We are glad to help get it listed!

FREE ONLINE CHARITY EVENT FLYER POSTS AND ONLINE CALENDAR LISTINGS!

DETAILS AND INSTRUCTIONS ON THE WEB SITE!
The ride will also help pay for the Cpl
PENNSYLVANIA
Bike Night with
Covered Bridge Run, Pig Roast Matthew Hanes Scholarship Fund
Stonewood
for the ROTC program at Dickinson
& Charity Acution
Wednesday, September 12, 2018 from
College in Carlisle PA.
Saturday, September 1, 2018 from
5:30 PM to 8:00 PM
Ride starts at the Shiloh American
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Join us for our Pre OC Bike Week
Legion, 1490 Poplars Rd., York PA
Join us for a ride through 6 covered
Bike Night featuring live music by
Ride ends at the Etters VFW, 1095
bridges in historic Lancaster county.
Stonewood! Whether you are headed
Pines Rd., Etters PA. Stops include:
There will (2) stops along the route
to OC Bike Week or sticking around
with the ride ending at the YCHDOA Goofy’s Bar and Grill, Racehorse Tavto ride in the area, this will be the
ern and the Smokehouse Tavern.
clubhouse. The Pig Roast is includparty to kick it off. Stonewood will be
1490 Poplars Rd York PA 17319
ed with a $20 donation per person.
playing the best in power country and
(717) 877-7524 - Tim Rymer
This event benefits the 22nd Annuclassic rock. Of course our team will
Email t.rymer@hotmail.com
al David Milliken Derr Toy Run to
be chefing up something delicious to
Hershey Medical Center. York County
serve. Everyone welcome!!
Harley-Davidson Owners Assoc is a
American Flat Track 6300 Allentown Blvd Harrisburg PA
501(c)(3) charitable organization.
17112
Williams Grove
Tourist Inn, 671 Market St, Hellam
Phone (717) 810-1993
PA, 17406 www.ychdoa.com
Half-Mile
Email marketing@svhd.com
Saturday, September 8, 2018 9:00 PM www.facebook.com/
2nd Annual Freedom American Flat Track is America’s orig- events/285233602209125/
inal extreme sport. At its core, it’s a
Ride
highly competitive, adrenaline-fueled
Saturday, September 8, 2018 from
American motorcycle sport featuring Modern Classics Ride-In
10:00 AM to 10:00 PM
customized motorcycles reaching top Saturday, September 15, 2018 from
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Poker Run through Southern York
speeds of up to 140mph, piloted by
“Ride ‘Em, Don’t Hide ‘Em.” That’s
County PA. Music, Food and Prizes
young, athletic world-class athletes.
the mantra espoused by our friends at
given away at the end. The ride will
Williams Grove Speedway
Motorcycle Classics magazine. It’s an
benefit local veterans with items the
1 Speedway Dr Mechanicsburg PA
ethos we fully subscribe to with the
Government doesn’t help with.
17055
annoucement of this year’s Modern
The ride will also help pay for the Cpl Contact (386) 492-1014 OR
www.americanflat- Classics Ride-In! Perfect early autrack.com/events/ tumn riding weather, delicious food
from Skippack’s Italian Market, and
default/view/wil
  liams-grove-half- high-energy music attracts throngs
of old bike fans. Oh yeah, did we
mile-2018
mention that there are typically over
a hundred bikes – all ridden in from
Sales Games Giveaways
as far away as Pittsburgh and North
Music & Food
Jersey. No trailer queens here! This
(410)901-3150
event attracts European bikes, Japanese bikes, bikes from the 50s through
today, customs, choppers, cafes, and

Karma Cycles
Anniversary
Anniversary
Party
Party

WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM

more. It would be pretty hard to describe in words the energy and enthusiasm in our parking area but maybe
this selection of pictures can help. If
you missed past years, you missed a
lot!
Martin Motorsports, 567 RT100 North
Boyertown, PA 19512
(610) 369-3120
modernclassics@martinmoto.com
www.martinmoto.com/read-moreabout--modern-ride-in

afternoon of racing. While you are
there, be sure to buy your raffle ticket
for the HD 883 to be given away at the
big party of September 30. If you can’t
make the event to buy a ticket, contact
and member for a ticket.
Zinc City Motorcycle Club, clubhouse
and track, located approximately 1.5
miles west of Kresgeville on route 209.
Address 10485 Interchange Road
Kresgeville PA 18333
Phone (215) 872-0199 - Jon
jonevans@jwevans.net
www.facebook.com/zinccitymc/

Annual Raffle Party &
Foliage Ride

Sunday, September 30, 2018 from
12:00 PM to 10:00 PM
This is the annual raffle party held by
the Zinc City Motorcycle club. The day
includes a fall foliage ride followed by
the big party in our grove. Your raffle
ticket is your entry to the party where
there is free food, free drinks, door
prizes, and music. And, of course, the
drawing for the bike. If you don’t want
the bike, you can chose from a list of 4
Rally Through the
other top prizes. People can purchase
raffle tickets at any Zinc City event,
Valley
“Let’s
Roll”
several other events in the area, or
Sunday, September 16, 2018 from 9:00
from any Zinc City member.
AM to 3:00 PM
Memorial Ride to
Zinc City Motorcycle Club clubhouse
Host Crime Victims Council
Shanksville,
PA
and grove pavilliona, located approxi19th annual Poker Run and Pig Roast
Sunday, September 16, 2018 1:00 PM
mately 1.5 miles west of Kresgeville on
to benefit victims of violent crimes in
Join us for the Memorial Ride to
route 209.
Lehigh and Northampton counties!
Shanksville, PA to Honor the Heroes
10485 Interchange Road, Kresgeville
60 mile course ends in Lone Lane Park
of Fight 93, Line-Up 1:00 PM, Leaving PA 18333. 215-872-0199 - Jon
with a pig roast, live music, and corn2:00 PM
jonevans@jwevans.net
hole tournament. Great prizes for best
Start: Highland Harley Davidson
www.facebook.com/zinccitymc/
poker hand and cornhole champion!
802 North Center Avenue Somerset
Registration is $25/rider: Pre-registraPA 15501
tion includes poker ticket, pig roast,
Bikes in Bath (Nazareth
www.abatepa.org/Events/Lets_Roll.
t-shirt, and ride pin; day-of registrahtml
Bike Fest)
tion includes poker ticket and pig
Saturday, October 6, 2018 from 1:00
roast only. Event is rain or shine.
PM to 7:00 PM. Bike Show, Vendors,
Ride begins at Nazareth Borough Park
2-Day Swap Meet &
Beer Tent, Music and Lots of Fun.
and ends at Lone Lane Park (30 Lone
Drags
Benefits VALOR. Vendors Wanted Ln, Allentown, PA 18104) for the pig
Saturday, September 29, 2018 Call 610-759-9188. Previously Nazaroast.
Sunday, September 30, 2018
reth Bike Fest. Now at New Location
475 N Broad St Nazareth PA 18064
Grudge Match Racing, Parts Swap
in Bath. Allen St, Bath, PA 18014
(610) 437-6610 - Sara Ullmer
Meet, Vendors, Food & More. Free
(610) 759-9188 - www.nazarethchaminfo@cvclv.org
Overnight Camping. Gates open at
ber.com/event/bikes-in-bath/
cvclv.org/rally/
9:00am.
Reading MotorcySunday Afternoon
cle Club
208 Jefferson St
Drags
Oley, PA, 19547
Sunday, September 16, 2018 from
Contact Phone
12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
(310) 987-6422
The Zinc City motorcycle club inEvent URL
vites you to come out and enjoy an
www.readingmc.
afternoon of fun drag racing. Bring
com/
your bike or quad and see what you
can do. As always, the kitchen will be
open. AND, THE SPECTATORS ARE
ALWAYS FREE! $20 pays for an entire
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10 MINUTES WITH ROGER LYLE

Ride your bike on the Right Tracks !
It’s Safer and More FUN than you can imagine !
From street rider to racer, our programs and friendly
coaches will teach you how to handle the curves !
Have FUN at the track day, improve your skills with
hours of instruction and quality track time !
We proudly conduct our track days and schools at
Summit Point Motorsports Park, WV and
at NCBIKE in Garysburg, NC!
Come and ride Pitt Race on Labor Day Monday!

Learn to be a racer ! Take our Road Racing School !
Accredited by CCS, WERA, AHRMA

How and why did you get into motorcycling?
“I’m a lifelong rider. My dad used to ride me around on his
gas tank when I was one year old. He was killed on his new
Triumph by a drunk driver when I was 5. I bought my first
mini bike at 14, I loved it and have never stopped riding
since then. I want to help everyone become better and safer
riders. It’s been my mission in life to save motorcyclist’s lives.
Thats why we put them on the track where it’s so much safer
to learn to ride. Everyone is riding in the same direction
and same speed in their group with their instructors.
Motorcycles are designed on tracks by racers. It only makes
sense to learn about your bike and develop your skills the
same way in a FUN and safe setting.”
What are your qualifications and accomplishments?
“I’ve been operating the school for 30 years. I’ve been racing
for 44. I helped form the Mid-Atlantic Road Racing Club
in ‘83 and I was President and Safety Director for 19 years
at Summit Point and for 10 years at Daytona International
Speedway for the Daytona 200 Bike Week in the spring and
the fall Race of Champions.”
Roger, do you ever have brand new riders in your schools?
“Yes, we do. It’s a good idea to learn as much as you can in a
controlled yet fun setting. We start out slow, work on being
smooth and the speed comes later! If the racing bug bites
you we also offer a road racing school.”

Speed of Life Photography

Aug 19
Aug 20

Sun
Mon

Jefferson Circuit
Summit Point

Sep 3

Mon

Pitt Race

Sep 8
Sep 9

Sat
Sun

Summit Point
Summit Point

Sep 22
Sep 23

Sat
Sun

NCBIKE
NCBIKE

Sep 30
Oct 1

Sun
Mon

Jefferson Circuit
Summit Point + Racing School

Nov 3
Nov 4

Sat
Sun

NCBIKE
NCBIKE

Labor Day

+ Racing School

Learn to ride smooth, safe and fast !

Go to MotorcycleXcitement.com
Roger Lyle 301-933-2599
WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM

What equipment is required to ride on the track?
“Your bike, a good helmet, gloves, boots and leathers. We
rent the suits if you don’t have your own. Your bike will have
to pass a tech inspection so good brakes and good tires are a
must!”
Will my insurance cover me at a track day school?
“Call your insurance company, most will cover you
because it is a track day school on a private track and
not a competition event. Thank You for riding with
MotorcycleXcitement! See you at the track!”

Maryland

7th Annual 9/11 Patriot
Day Ride

ALR Oktoberfest 2018

Saturday, September 22, 2018 1:00 PM
Join ALR for it’s second annual OKSaturday, September 8, 2018 8:00 AM TOBERFEST in Centreville, MD.
Join us as WE ride as 1 to NEVER
Great food, Beer garden, car and bike
FORGET 9/11 and those who have
show, Sam Adams Stein Hoist, silent
made the ultimate sacrifice in the war auction and tons of fun for the entire
on terror since that horrific day 17
family! Only $10 per Person! This
years ago. Registration at 8am folevent is OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ...
lowed by 6 moments of silence, HarEveryone is welcome. See you there!!!
ford Co. VFC Honor Guard
The American Legion Riders, defendNational Anthem. Pledge of Allegience ing freedom one ride at a time. We are
Reading the names of the 69 Maryall former service members, spouses,
landers killed on 9/11. Tolling of the
daughters and sons of veterans. We
Remembrance Bell. Honored Guests
continue to serve other veterans, their
KSUP at 1045am for a Police escorted families and the community. We are a
ride that ends in Parkville. Darlington philanthropic organization and conVFC will be offering up a breakfast
trary to popular belief, the American
buffet for around $10 beginning at
Legion receives no money or grants
8am. Fees: $20 for driver $10 for pas- from the federal government. Our
senger. Darlington Volunteer Fire Co. service programs are sustained by
2600 Castleton Rd, Darlington
contributions; our members dedicate
MD 21034 www.facebook.com/
both their finances and time to help
events/131437430836212/
the American Legion raise funds to assist the children of those that
Black Out 9-11 Memori- have died in military service
or the kids of veterans who
al Ride
has sustained grievous injuSunday, September 9, 2018 10:00 AM ries in service to our nation.
Motorcycle ride from H-D of WilAmerican Legion Jeff Davis
liamsport to the 9-11 memorial at City Post 18
Park in Hagerstown with the “Black
2619 Centreville Rd, CentreOut” veterans tribute truck. Ride led
ville, MD 21617
by Williamsport HOG.
(443) 852-1285 - Radar
Harley-Davidson® of Williamsport
ken.huddleston@atlanticbb.
10210 Governor Lane Blvd. Ste #2004 net
Williamsport, MD 21795
www.facebook.com/
301-223-1800 - Don
events/203721413679096/
assistantdirector@williamsporthog.org

Muscle Ride for
Muscular Dystrophy

Sunday, September 23, 2018 from 9:00
AM to 6:00 PM. Annapolis Forest
#126 Tall Cedars of Lebanon
Sunday September 23, 2018 (Rain
Date 9/30) Inaugural Muscle Ride
To Benefit Children with Muscular
Dystrophy 2 Wheels, 4 Wheels, Antique, Muscle Cars. ALL Are Welcome
Odenton Masonic Center, 1206 Stehlik Drive, Odenton, MD 21113 FREE
Pancake breakfast served from 9:00
AM – 11:30 AM Registration: 9:00
AM – 12:30 PM Donation: $25.00
driver, $15.00 passenger. Register: Joe
410-624-6448 or Paul 443-254-5421
Kick Stands up, Automobiles start
at 12:45 PM Destination: Dockside
Restaurant & Sports Bar 421 Deale Rd,
Tracys Landing, MD 20779. Live band
Discounted food and drinks with a
portion of proceeds donated.

Ride to Zero

Saturday, September 22, 2018 10:00am
Help support to end Veteran suicide.
Proceeds go to National Center for
Veterans Studies. Ride, Music, Food,
50/50 and More. $20 in advance and
$25 at the door. $10 Passenger. American Legion Post 60. 2 Main Street
Laurel, MD 20707

ADVERTISE
YOUR
BUSINESS
HERE!
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MARYLAND EVENTS
-continued -

Spooky Ride &
Halloween Party

Saturday, October 27, 2018 9:30 AM
Come ride with us to Burkittsville,
Maryland, home of the “Blair Witch”
and tour the grounds of Gathland.
Gather at Battley at 9:30 am for donuts, kickstands up at 10 am. The ride
is about an hour, plus a 40 minute
stop, riders should return to Battley
around 1pm. All are welcome on this
ride.
Battley Harley-Davidson/ Battley
Cycles
7830 Airpark Road, Gaithersburg
MD 20879
(301) 948-4581
battley.com/CUSTOMER-CORNER/
Event-Calendar

VIRGINIA

2nd Annual VBFH Freedom
Ride to FreedomFest

Saturday, September 8, 2018 9:00 AM
This is an enhancement ride to boost
VBFH FreedomFest attendance and
awareness. Riders ticket includes: the
ride to FreedomFest, Admission to
FreedomFest, Rolling Thunder riding
entrance into FreedomFest, and Special Parking inside the fenced in FreedomFest event itself. The ride will start
at Big Woodys Great Bridge and end at
the FreedomFest at Camp Pendleton
on General Booth Blvd
Big Woody’s - Great Bridge
123 Battlefield Blvd N Suite H Chesapeake VA 23320
www.facebook.com/
events/824086701096729/

Friends Helping Friends
TRCC Benefit Ride

Saturday, September 8, 2018 from
11:00 AM to 3:00 AM, Saturday September 8. Registration 11-12noon ($20
single, $30 w/passenger)
Ride: Noon -3. Light meal at end of
ride. Benefit: The Thermal Shelter
of Front Royal & Friends Helping
Friends TRCC Thanksgiving Turkey
Dinner Fund. #trccthanksgivingdinners. . Donations: PayPal.me/RustyCricketCruisers. Info: 540-305-9852
Front Royal Gazebo, Main Street and
Chester Street, Front Royal, VIRGINIA, 22630, (540) 305-9852 - Dave

CVMA 27-3 Veterans Benefit
Ride

Saturday, September 15, 2018 from
6:00 AM to 6:00 PM. CVMA 27-3 6th
Veterans Benefit Ride; Open to the

MANY MORE TRAINING VIDEOS AND RESOURCES ON OUR
WEBSITE!
GO TO: GSMXS.COM NOW!
WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM

Public. $25 per bike, Live Music, Escorted trip through Central Virginia.
This is a Sanctioned Event! Registration: 9-11:30 am. KSU: 1200 pm
Steel Horse Harley Davidson, 11501
Hull Street, Midlothian, VA 23112
End Point: Tavern on the James
280 Valley Street, Scottsville, VA 24590
Contact Email cyberdoc39@gmail.
com

Hogs for the House 2018

Saturday, September 15, 2018 from
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Join us for fun time at Colonial
Harley-Davidson enjoying their fall
open house and a benefit cook off
competition with live music, vendors,
and plenty to eat and drink. Food
vendors will compete to win titles and
guests will purchase $10 tasting cards
to sample the foods and vote in the
People’s Choice Award. Live music will
include Anderson Highway.
Located at Colonial Harley-Davidson
in Prince George, VA, Hogs for the
House is close to I-95 and I-295 via
Colonial Heights and Hopewell exits.
1701 Temple Parkway,Prince George
VA, 23875 (804) 458-2704 - Anna OR
anna@thejameshouse.org OR
thejameshouse.org/announcement/
hogsforthehouse/

9th Annual Shenandoah County Pregnancy Center Run for
Life

5th annual Indian Summer ride

For You WE RIDE

Triple S H-D Labor Day
Anniversary Bash

Friday, October 12, 2018 - Sunday,
October 14, 2018,
Bristol TN/VA
Saturday, September 22, 2018 9:00 AM
2033 West State Street Bristol
9 AM registration in Woodstock
VIRGINIA
10 AM registration in Mauzy
37620
Massanutten Military Academy
(276) 644-4700 - DeeDee Booher
Athletic Field. 614 South Main Street
motorsports@friendship.com
Woodstock, VA
(540) 335-2518 - William Shifflett
WEST VIRGINIA
Contact Email info@reasontc.org
Saturday, September 22, 2018 9:00 AM
You are invited to join us as we attempt to set a new world record and
raise money for breast cancer patients
(female and male) across the country.
Black Wolf Harley-Davidson
1061 Old Abingdon Hwy, Bristol
VA, 24201
Event URL
www.facebook.com/
events/153622545289808/

Monday, September 3, 2018 from 5:30
PM to 9:00 PM. FREE public event...
Help us celebrate our 16th Anniversary with country duo LOCASH and
special guest Denny Strickland!
Enjoy this free concert with food and
beverage vendors on site.
Motorcycle parking is on-site. Other
vehicle parking and shuttle will be
available at Mylan Park.
41st Annual BMWMCHR Rally This is a RAIN OR SHINE event. No
Friday, October 5, 2018 - Sunday,
coolers, chairs or umbrellas. Limited
October 7, 2018
bleacher seating will be provided on a
Come join the fun and help the BMW first come basis.
Motorcycle Club of Hampton Roads
Triple S Harley-Davidson
celebrate our 41st annual rally. We’ll
7300 Willie G Ave, Morgantown
be at Rockahock Campground (N37° WEST VIRGINIA ,26501
24.292′ W76° 56.011′) 1428 Outpost www.facebook.com/
Road Lenexa, VA 23089. The campevents/584891358550671/
ground
is
just
north
of
Williamsburg
4th Annual Team Gigi’s Ride to
and outside of the Historic Triangle of
End Alzheimer’s
Virginia. There are many wonderful
Saturday, September 22, 2018 from
historical sites (Williamsburg, James8:30 AM to 4:00 PM
town, and Yorktown) close by with
4th Annual Team Gigi’s Ride to End
lots of great riding roads. Pre-rally
Alzheimer’s. All Proceeds go directly
registration deadline is September 5th,
to Alzheimer’s Association Central
2018 - $ 50.00 per person/$ 25.00 for
and Western Virginia Chapter.
children under 12.
There will be raffles, silent auction,
Rockahock Campground
50/50 and live music from 12-4 by
1428 Outpost Road Lanexa, VA, 23089
Voodoo Underground. Food vendors:.
(757) 287-5594 - Carol
Chubbee Monkee, Sweet Baby Cheeses
Contact Email rally@bmwmchr.com
& Big Red Barbeque.
Event URL
bmwmchr.com/rally/
Shenandoah Harley Davidson
213 Rolling Thunder Ln, Staunton VA
24401. Phone (540) 377-2310 - Tamy
tamic0727@gmail.com
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WEST VIRGINIA
- continued -

Fraternal Order Of Friends
Poker Run - 2nd Annual

From Saturday, 22-Sep-2012 at 09:00
AM, To Sunday, 23-Sep-2012 at 03:00
Bikers For Christ WV State
PM. Rivesville, WV Fraternal Order
Rally 2018
Of Friends Poker Run -There will be
Friday, September 7, 2018 - Sunday,
raffles, roasted hog and many YUMSeptember 9, 2018
MY food items, GREAT music venProceeds from the event will benefit
Northern Appalachian Teen Challenge ue, bike show and sausage gravy and
and the Pregnancy Recource Center of biscuits and Coffee to send you off on
Sunday!! Proceeds go into F.O.O.F.’s
Marion County. Come out and have
emergency fund to help local Families
a great time helping us support these
awesome programs for our communi- and Friends in distress!!
Lisa Haught
ty. All are welcome!
304-534-2019
Canaan Valley Resort, 230 Main
Lodge, Davis, WEST VIRGINIA
Hogs And Heroed Foundation
26260

Bike Show

For You We Ride - Cancer Ben- 29-Sep-2012 (Saturday) From: 12:00
PM, To: 06:00 PM
efit

Saturday, September 22, 2018 9:00 AM
You are invited to join us as we attempt to set a new world record and
raise money for breast cancer patients
(female and male) across the country.
We will be supporting assistance charities who work to get help into patients
hands NOW.
Cole Harley-Davidson, 1804 Bland St
Bluefield, WEST VIRGINIA 24701
Event URL
www.facebook.com/
events/1960965294223698/

We will be having a Charity Bike
Show at Jackson’s Square in downtown
Clarksburg to raise money for a local
family with their young daughters
medical expenses.. Please come support this GOOD cause. The Bikes in
the show will be parked under a

COVERED area. The registration fee
is $15.00 per bike. This is FREE to the
public, but all donations are welcome...
We will be having live entertainment,
kids entertainment, event t-shirts, 50
/50, raffle, vendors, food, and refreshments. We still have openings for
some vendors.
Mathew Helsley Benifit Ride
28-Oct-2012 (Sunday) From: 09:00
AM, To: 05:00 PM
Inwood, WV
Benefit Ride for Matt and Family, Ride
through the WV Mountains to end
at Ccapon State Park. Cookout, Band
and 50/50s.
Contact:
John Derito
304-266-7327
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
IN OUR EVENTS PAGES!
MJMPUBLISHING2017@GMAIL.COM

Bundy Run

08-Sep-2012 (Saturday) From: 10:00
AM, To: ???
2nd Annual Memorial Dice Run. Early
sign up September 7, 2012 from 8 to
10 pm at Redneck Rivera. Starts at
Redneck Rivera at 10 am. First stop
Kanawha Lounge-Buckhannon to
1376 Moose Lodge-Weston to Potters
Hilltop Inn-Weston then to Pleasant
Hill Cemetery for those who wish to
go Then to Jane Lew Junction. Ending
at the Stumble Inn in Lost Creek. Last
bike in at 5:30. High/low roll, 50/50,
door prizes, auction items, food by
“The Camp Boys” and Entertainment
by Rustic Highway.
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THE WANING DAYS
Daylight hours are becoming shorter; the air is crisp and it hints of
the coming of winter. Fall has fully arrived in all its polychromatic
glory. The year’s first frosts will occur in the harvest month of October, with frost on the pumpkins as the harbinger of the frozen, snowy
days ahead. As if by the flipping of a magic switch, the seasons have
changed. I suspect it will be turning raw and feeling damp sooner
rather than later, then into the dreaded chill of snow and ice.
As I write this column, it is the final days of August, and Labor Day
is right around the corner. This year the first Monday in September comes on the third day of the
month. Yet the seasons are not controlled by calendars, which are merely numbers on a page. It’s
calendars that really serve to remind us of the passage of time, a passage that moves at its own pace,
regardless of our wishes or perceptions. Autumn appears to be an early arrival this year. No calendar
or numbers are needed to judge that; all one has to do is be like the weatherman and stick your head
out the window.
So while I am not done with summer, it is gone till next year. So many rides and projects have gone
undone, and there’s so much more to be packed into the diminishing days before winter arrives.
Technically, it will be summer for a few more days on the calendar, but even the last weekend of
August had surrendered the season. Seems like only last week it was hazy, hot, and humid, with the
perpetual weather forecast of summer: afternoon thunderstorms. Whether the thunderstorms are
scattered or isolated, the summer days almost always hold the likelihood of rain. Riding required as
much ventilated gear as possible, with rain gear always at the ready. Off-bike attire was chosen for
lightness, breathable, and quick drying. Those choices are now so last week.
But it seems to me that it is more than the days of this season or year that are waning. At times like
these I become aware that each passing day brings a diminishing of the days remaining. This is especially apparent when one hears of the passing of a friend, or even a well-known figure in our community. In a sense, with each turning page of the calendar, one’s allotted future is disappearing. That is a
depressing viewpoint I choose not to take of life.
Even if the days and the years are more behind than ahead, it is the quality of living that is most
important. The passage of time, of friends, or of colleagues provides an experience by which to judge
the use of one’s time—not the usefulness, as in productivity, but rather, judging the quality of how
the days are experienced. Some folks call it quality time, but I think many of them just use that term
to up-market the value of the rushed time they spend on the important people in their lives. That is
not true or enduring quality since it is rushed and compressed, it lacks value.
How to properly value the time I spend is something that I strive to learn. My best teachers are napping at the office door, waiting for me to get into true quality time with them. They are my dogs. If
you don’t have dogs, you might not understand how they teach you. Our four legged friends have no
conception of life or death; they know no tomorrow and make no plans. They do not worry about the
bills that need paying or the consequences of their actions or inactions. However, they do remember
pain and pleasure, and they learn to please, and to avoid that which hurt in the past. They also love
unconditionally and, most of all, they live in the moment—“now” and “you” are all that matters.
WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM

From a dog you can learn to be completely immersed in your next ride, face in the breeze, smile on
your face, and your spiritual tail wagging. True, you will know that the bills need paying, and there
are chores and work to do. You know there are consequences if you ride too fast or dive too deep
into blind corners. You can never escape from the taste of the fruit from the tree of knowledge; you
know the days are numbered. Yet if you try to savor each remaining ride of this year with your whole
being, to be totally in the moment, you might discover a surprise. The waning days are the past; the
future never arrives; and now is where we always live. Live with true quality, eat hot and ride safe!
Top of the Hill Grill Tempeh Roll Up

3 tablespoons toasted sesame oil
8 ounces plain tempeh cakes, cubed (we use the Lite Life brand found in
the health food section of the grocery)
1 small green pepper, sliced into thin strips
1 small sweet onion, sliced into thin strips (we use Vidalia onions when
in season)
Splash of a good quality soy sauce (we use Kikkoman)
1 (10-inch) tortilla (we use flavored, i.e. garlic/herb, jalapeño/cheddar,

etc.)
Barbecue sauce to taste (we use traditional tomato-based sauce with a
moderate kick and a smoky top note)
Optional Add-Ons: Shredded cheese (we use a cheddar and Monterey
Jack blend), Coleslaw, Salad greens, Rice, Black beans

Top of the Hill Grill Tempeh Roll Up
Heat the oil in a medium sauté pan over a medium/high
heat until hot but not smoking. (Sesame oil has a low smoke
point, so be careful not to burn it.) Add the tempeh, peppers,
and onion, and stir-fry for 2 to 3 minutes, or until the onions
soften a little. Add splash of soy sauce; it can be salty, so go
lightly. In another preheated pan (a large flat skillet works
best), lightly toast the tortilla. Thirty seconds per side should
be enough. Carefully remove the tortilla and lay on a flat
surface. Spoon the Tempeh sauté onto the tortilla. Top with
barbecue sauce and/or your favorite toppings. Roll into a log,
remembering to tuck in the sides.
Makes 1 serving.
Column copyright Bill Hufnagle 2018. Recipe reprinted with permission from “Biker Billy’s Roadhouse Cookbook”,
published by The Globe Pequot Press, P.O. Box 480, Guilford, CT 06437 Copyright © 2009 by Bill Hufnagle
Surf Biker Billy at - http://www.bikerbilly.com
Watch Biker Billy on You Tube at - http://www.youtube.com/user/BBCWF
Follow Biker Billy on Twitter at - http://www.twitter.com/Biker_Billy
Join Biker Billy on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/BikerBillyCooksWithFire/
Read the Blog at - http://www.bikerbilly.com/blog/
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MOTORCYCLE TIMES RIDE REVIEW
2018 HONDA GOLDWING DCT
BY Greg Shamieh
The Traveler
2018 Honda Gold Wing Tour DCT
In the Beginning, there was my motorcycle. Right after I learned to ride it, I
went places. Places like New Mexico and Arizona, Alabama, Kentucky, The
Carolinas and Tennessee. The Upper Peninsula of Michigan, and The Trans-Canada Highway. From my
home in Maryland, any of these places are more than a few tank-to-tank rides. When I have to travel for
work, if the destination is less than 1000 miles from home I will usually find ways to ride, rather than fly. I’m a
motorcycle traveler, because I know that out there, somewhere between your 13th hour and your third day in
the saddle, everything you know and everything you believe will suddenly illuminate and align, and you will
attain enlightenment and inner peace. Riders that feel the way I do are a weird brother- and sisterhood – the
monks and sisters of the meditative road. It’s for this kind of rider that Honda designed the new Gold Wing.
My previous exposure to Gold Wings had been extremely limited. A riding friend asked me to evaluate
a vintage ‘Wing that had been listed for sale in my neighborhood. The bike turned out to be a perfectly
maintained, completely original 1976 GL1000.
With the original GL, Honda simply set out to build the best motorcycle ever built, and started out with
some of the same design assumptions that helped to create my beloved air-cooled BMW boxer. Those
assumptions were so close that the original Gold Wing prototype had actually used many of the components
from my motorcycle – pretty much everything rearward of the Honda M1’s bell housing was a BMW /5
component – transmission, rear subframe, shaft final drive, rear wheel (with it’s dead-giveaway chrome
hubcap), saddle and exhaust.
So it’s no surprise that my favorite motorcycle and the newly born Gold Wing
came to the road with very same qualities in mind – weight carried low and
forward in the frame, low roll moment, stable frames and long, long legs.
The GL I’d been asked to check out was perfect – complete service records
back to delivery, and period correct matching Vetter Windjammer and cases.
The bike was red – the Vetters were bright white – all the maintenance had
been done – and the bike appeared to run well. I’d have no problem telling
my friend he could have confidence buying this old motorcycle. When the
seller found out I’d never ridden a Gold Wing though, he insisted that I ride the motorcycle, even though I
explained (a few times) that I didn’t intend to buy it. Would you have told him
no? Didn’t think so.
I hadn’t ridden the GL more than 50 yards before I was completely
comfortable on it – weight low, sit up riding position, sure-footed handling,
and the incredibly broad spread of big drive torque. On the mountain roads
around Jefferson – Fry and Mountville Roads – that original ‘Wing carved as
well as many 30 years newer motorcycles I’d ridden. The indelible impression
I had of the bike was that its engine was so well balanced and so refined that
it almost disappeared in use. I’ll admit that my personal tastes might have preferred a different character for
my motor, but there was no question that the original GL was an engineering masterpiece, and one of the
short list of truly classic motorcycles. Honda’s customers felt the same, and had demonstrated what they
wanted from their Gold Wings. The Bike that Honda delivered in 1975 as a 4 cylinder, 1000cc, 650 lb. naked
motorcycle were dressed with Vetter fairings and luggage and taken to the long road.
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Honda got that message, loud and clear – by 1980, the GL came with factory fairing and cases. Successive
‘Wings got bigger, heavier, and more complex – eventually growing to 6 cylinders and 1800 ccs – I believe
one Aspencade model even featured an onboard air compressor. As the GL grew, though, it put distance on
the agility and elemental quality that the original GL1000 had delivered. And Honda got that message too.
So they decided to do what they have always done. Which is to design something better. Standing in front of
the new Gold Wing, I get a very clear visual signal.

The Gold Wing has always been Honda’s flagship touring motorcycle. The now-discontinued ST1300 was
their Sport Touring bike. The new GL1800 looks like the love-child of the Old GL and the ST1300 – the new
bike is smaller, narrower, more angular – the prominence of the engine, the shape of the shield, fairing,
headlamps and cockpit combine to create the impression that the two motorcycles’ DNA had somehow been
combined. And to anyone with a lot of ground to cover in one big hurry it’s hard to understand how that could
be anything but a good thing.
The engine of the new ‘Wing is where everything starts. The 1833 cc motor is a water-cooled, boxer
6 cylinder of square design - with a 73mm bore and a 73 mm stroke – with a single overhead cam and
four valves per cylinder. The engine uses coil on cap ignition and a single, shared 50mm throttle body to
produce tuned intake behavior and fuel efficiency. Every dimension of the engine
has been optimized during the new design to reduce dimensions and mass
and optimize mass centralization. Features like a combined starter/generator
illustrate the focus on mass reduction.
The Gold Wing’s engine design has a different set of requirements than that of
many motorcycle motors. The emphasis is on torque, and maintaining big torque
numbers across the entire operating range, and this GL delivers on that request
- the ‘torque curve’ for this bike is more like a ‘torque flat’ -- delivering over 100 pound feet from under
1000 rpm to its 6000 rpm redline. On the road, the engine delivers solid punch everywhere, although there
is no power step at the top of the rev band.
The bike’s suspension and running gear have also been thoroughly redesigned. For
the front suspension, Honda has included a Hossack-type double wishbone – with a
central, electrically adjustable shock absorber – with rotation of the fork controlled by
a set of tie rods that link bank to the motorcycle’s steering bridge. This design permits
the movement of the front wheel to be constrained to a vertical axis – compared to a
telescopic fork, which allows the wheel to move simultaneously up and to the rear – and
allows the engine to be moved further forward in the frame for handling advantages.
The complete absence of stiction in the system’s linkages allow for astounding levels of compliance as road
imperfections are encountered – plus it’s also fun to watch the movement of the fork and linkages though
their fairing cutouts inside the bike’s cockpit. Rear suspension can be automatically adjusted for preload
from the cockpit controls when not in motion.- continued next page 17
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Braking is handled by Honda’s proprietary linked ABS braking system. 320 mm twin front disks are gripped
by a six piston set of calipers, and a 312 mm rear disk is gripped by a three piston unit.
The center pistons in each caliper are cross plumbed to the system at the other end of
the bike so that activation of the front lever pressurizes the outer four pistons in the front
brakes and the center piston in the rears – while use of the rear brake pedal works the
outer two pistons in the rear and the center pistons in the fronts. Braking bias – front to
rear – is variable and managed electronically. The system is a dramatic improvement
over prior versions I have ridden – at speed, operation is transparent and trail braking
to set up corner entries using only the rear pedal is now possible again. Dual Clutch
Transmission (DCT) models get a second, cable-operated rear caliper that serves as
a parking brake, since the DCT design precludes sticking the bike in gear to prevent it
rolling away.
The Gold Wing’s aerodynamics are state-of-the-art. The narrow fairing features an
electrically adjustable windscreen – controlled from a switch on the left handlebar
cluster. Honda’s use of fluid dynamics software and the wind tunnel are on clear
display here – the shapes of the rearview mirrors and the structures that connect
them to the fairing are clearly designed to control vortices coming off the edge of
the screen, and it clearly works. Many touring fairings make use of either width or
height to keep the rider’s head in clear air at speed – sometimes forcing the pilot
to look through the screen. The GL1800’s, in contrast, provides clean air around
the rider’s head when the screen is lowered below the pilot’s sightline – this is
aerodynamic magic of the finest kind.
Other functional touches abound. The bike has heated grips and saddles, and a perfect glovebox in the
tank top. The all LED headlamp arrays look suspiciously like their cousins from the new Acura automobiles
– with each lamp – left and right -- having 5 LED projectors. Absolutely no one will be looking for accessory
driving lights for this motorcycle. Honda gets 6 thumbs up for the horn – which has the same punch in the
gut breathtaking impact of the one on the Amtrak Acela. There is a full complement of Infotainment functions
accessed through an LED screen in the center of the instrument panel – NAV/GPS,
trip computer, Bluetooth phone/music integration, Apple
Car Play, and detailed performance and status displays.
The bike has Electronic Cruise Control and an integrated
set of ride modes which control pre-set combinations of
power output, traction control, linked braking front/rear
bias, suspension valving and transmission shift points.
While there are less of them than there were on the
previous model, there are still a great many buttons on the
handlebar clusters and on the bike’s instrument panel. You will be needing some
acclimation time.
The GL’s built in luggage is perhaps the one area where progress is a little tougher to identify. All three
cases have electromagnetic latches, and all of mine kept throwing false positive ‘Bag Open’ messages,
forcing me to dismount and latch the case again. Overall, the bike’s luggage – like every other part of this
motorcycle -- has been optimized for less drag – pulled in tight to the rear wheel
and streamlined to an extent never before envisioned. Even the top surface of the
top case has been teardropped – obviously the voice of the wind tunnel speaking
loud.
The GL has two 30 liter side cases and a 50 liter top case for a total of 110 liters
total capacity. This is a reduction of 30 liters capacity from the old bike – and while
in principle, the reduction in mass and the improvements in aerodynamic efficiency
make engineering sense, in practice, the folks that buy motorcycles like this are
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going to find it less functional. Things that fit in every other hard case I have ever used – my overnighter
shoulder bag, a helmet – will not fit inside the GL’s cases. All three cases have unusual interior shapes that
seem to further limit their utility. If you buy this bike you’re absolutely going to need Honda’s accessory bag
liners to carry anything. People who commute or travel for work on their motorcycle – I mean, this is a really
nice motorcycle – you’d ride it to work if you could – won’t be able to store their riding gear in the bike while
working. People who really pack up and live off their motorcycle – carrying camping gear, bedroll – will look
at Honda’s stylish top case-mounted accessory luggage rack and laugh, or maybe cry, depending. I can
understand that Honda might want their target market to travel with just a credit card and their iPhone, but
there’s also lots of potential riders that want to be self-sufficient, and need to take stuff with them when they
go.
Our test unit also had Honda’s Dual Clutch Transmission (DCT), which is a 7 speed, electronically controlled
gearbox – a gearbox which can be operated either as an automatic controlled by the computer, or manually
by the rider via a set of paddle shifters located again, on that busy left bar cluster. The DCT brings with it a
slow speed forward and reverse system called ‘walking mode’ – which sounds kind of foofy until the first time
you have to park the bike in tight confines and it makes child’s play of it.

“So ride the bike already, willya?”

The Gold Wing riding experience is spookily space age right from the get go. As you approach the
motorcycle with the key fob in your pocket, the bike’s central control switch will start to glow – cycling its LED
brighter and darker – to indicate it has detected your presence. Rotate the main switch once to the right, and
the electronic steering stem lock unlocks – rotate it a second time and the ‘Wing’s ignition turns on. When
the systems finish booting, operate the ‘run/don’t run’ switch on the right bar to the run position, and the bike
will start itself. The default run mode is ‘Tour’ mode with the DCT set to ‘Automatic’.
At idle, the engine sounds busy and purposeful. If it sounds like there is a lot going on down there – with
fuel pump whine, injector noise, and a whistling exhaust note at idle, six cylinders, overhead cams, and
24 valves – it’s because there IS a lot going on down there. Press the ‘Neutral/Drive’ switch on the right
bar – which produces a nice solid sounding ‘thunk’ as the primary clutch engages - and either leave it in
‘Automatic’ or press the ‘Auto/Manual’ selector switch to select manual mode, where you make the shift
decisions.
Roll the throttle open, the clutch smoothly engages, and you’re riding away, wondering what you’re going
to ever learn to do with “The Hand Formerly Known As Your Clutch Hand”. In ‘Tour’ mode, the motorcycle
short shifts, sometimes shifting as high as 5th gear before 40 mph. Low speed handling is breezily perfect
– in my first few moments of acclimation I decided to take a few loops in a parking lot before jumping out
into suburban Baltimore traffic – and was quickly giggling in my helmet at how easily the bike handled low
speed circles and figure eights – the bike’s 29 in saddle height, low center of gravity and predicable clutch
application quickly took all the customary drama out of the “Big Bike /Low Speed” situation.
Once the road opens up, though, let’s face it, magic happens. This GL is as willing to turn in and as light on
its feet as anything with a boxer 6 spinning beneath you could possibly be. The new front end is optimized
for compliance – the steering tie rods visible in the cockpit show how hard the fork girder is working,
but none of the shock and impact comes through to the rider. There were times – either on bad quality
Interstate pavement or slinging pretty elevated cornering loads when I would have opted for slightly more
damping, but overall the comfort and control of the system is stellar.
Once up in top gear – running 7th gear at about 2500 rpm – the boxer is just smooth enough to ride from
tank-to-tank until one gets to, say, Albuquerque. Honda, to their credit, has not smoothed all of character out
of this motor – like other new Hondas it does communicate its personality in a way that is only appealing. It
has some growl in it where its vintage forefather had none. Those tank to tank stints will be about 225 miles
or so before its time to look for a pump. Our GL averaged just over 42 mpg during the test.
The Ride Modes of the motorcycle make a substantial difference in the character of the bike. ‘Tour’ mode is
focused on smooth operation – with the DCT in auto mode short shifting, damping set to compliant settings
and throttle response smoothed out. - continued page 26 19

RACING THE 500 G.P.’s

PART FOUR: GARY SEMICS TELLS HIS STORY
NORG, HOLLAND

This is the second round, which was held in Norg, Holland. As always for the GPs we would arrive at
the track on Friday in order to stake out a pit area, walk the track, get organized for the weekend,
and have some time to relax. It was still early in the Spring (mid-April) and this far north it could still
be pretty cool. This was the first time I had been to this particular Dutch sand track, but it was no
different than most of the sand tracks in Holland. These tracks would typically start out in an open
field and after the start the track would head into the woods where most of it would run until returning to the open
start area for a few corners and straightaways. Then it would enter the woods again for another long lap, unseen by
most spectators. This track was long, wide in some places, and pretty fast for the most part. Lap times were in the
three-and-a0half minute range. As I walked the track on Friday it was smoothly graded and prepared in many places
but a few of the deep sand, big roller sections were left unchanged. Graham and I were walking the track together as
he was telling me how the track would develop throughout the race. It was going to be a rough one. We all went back
to a hotel that Friday evening. Sometimes I would sleep at the track in Graham’s mechanic’s (Francois Goffings) race
truck, one of Honda’s motorhomes, our van or our pit tent. All the riders and mechanics have enclosed pit tents at the
GPs because the pits are open to the spectators. This weekend I would have the comfort of a hotel.
We arrived for practice early Saturday morning to a cold,
overcast day. As I said early in my last article, there is so
much practice time on Saturday and Sunday mornings
before lining up for two 45 minute motos, that you can get
a lot of seat time on the weekend. So much that we hardly
ever practice more than one day a week. Sometimes when
there is more travel time between GPs we don’t practice at
all. After my first time out on the track that morning I came
in to have my Öhlins Shock (that I’d been using all season)
changed to a Whitepower Shock. (Note, this is what they
were called back in the day, and they’ve changed the name
to the less controversial WP.) The guy from Whitepower
(Hank Thesis) had been trying to talk me into trying it for
a few weeks so I finally would on this practice. This wasn’t
too difficult because I wasn’t totally happy with the Ohlin shock. I didn’t stay out long with the Whitepower shock
because even though it did feel a lot better on the smaller bumps, it bottomed real bad on the big ones. There was no
time to be testing it so Jeff (my mechanic) put the Öhlins back on. The Öhlins shock had just the opposite problem as
it was good on the big hits but pretty harsh on the smaller bumps. I could live with that, especially on the sand tracks.
The track was quickly getting rough and timed qualifying practice was coming up next. Towards the end of qualifying
practice there were big sand whoops all the way down two fourth gear straightaways. These whoops were deeper
than a rider’s head when he was on his bike. They were far apart, from top-to-top, too far to completely jump. The
fast way down these straights was to jump from one whoop to the top of the next and so on, always jumping with
the front end high so you could land with the rear wheel first and continue to drive off the whoop with full power.
Otherwise you would come up short and land too deep into the face of the whoops, losing all your momentum. No
one could double through them as they were too rough and far apart. In other parts of the track where the sand was
not so soft the bumps were forming steeper and closer together. By the end of timed practice that day there was not
a smooth line to be found anywhere on the entire track. After stopping and checking my times with Jeff, I knew I had
qualified. I should have stopped then and conserved my energy but for some reason I went back out for some more
laps. I guess I thought I could muster up some more speed for Sunday’s race. I got sideways off of a jump, swapped
out and crashed over the bars. It was not a hard get off, the bike didn’t hit me and I landed in the soft sand and rolled.
When I got up I noticed that I had sprained my right wrist a little. It didn’t seem too bad and being stubborn like I was I
thought I’d better do another lap of two to make sure it was okay, and it was, it felt fine while I was riding. But after
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cooling off in the pits my wrist really started to hurt.
We arrived back at the hotel, showered and went downstairs to the restaurant. It was a typical smoky European
restaurant. Then I noticed one of the top ten riders (Jack Van Velthoven) smoking a cigarette. I was surprised and said
to him, Jack, I can’t believe it, why are you smoking. He was happy to tell me that it made him relax and sleep better
the night before a race. I thought, “Wow, good for you.”
By the time I went to bed my wrist was hurting pretty bad. It wasn’t even swollen but it hurt right in the joint. When
I woke up the next morning I was surprised how bad it hurt. I couldn’t move it without pain. I couldn’t even put my
thumb and finger together to pull my zipper up. I don’t like to keep playing this hard luck card, but things were feeling
pretty bleak. So far it’s been a rough road with a lot of uncertainty and I was still trying to impress the Honda people
and move up from privateer to getting some help from Honda of Japan. After the nightmare of last week when I didn’t
even qualify, at this point it was do or die and I was beginning to worry that I wouldn’t even be able to race.
When I arrived at the track, I immediately found the Honda Team Doctor. Lucky for me he was an excellent taper.
After examining my wrist he said it wasn’t broken, just sprained. He taped it up so much that it wouldn’t even move.
It was like I had a cast on. I went out to see if I was going to be able to ride and after a few easy laps I stopped in the
mechanic’s area to speak to Jeff. I said I don’t think I can race. It really hurt and was hard to take my mind off of it. We
sat there for a few minutes watching practice. After considering my options, which looked very depressing if I didn’t
race, I told Jeff, I’m going to try again. I started out easy and after a few laps I noticed that it hurt but it was not getting
worse. I was feeling some hope coming back.
Regular practice was called in. The next and final practice would be timed practice for starting positions. Around
the second lap of this timed practice a very uncommon thing happened...the shock spring broke. This was just a 30
minute timed practice that required at least five laps to qualify. I rushed back into the pits hoping to get it changed in
time to get back out and make the mandatory minimum of five laps. After some nervous time in the pits Jeff managed
to get me back out there in time to make the five laps. I knew I had made it into the program but I also knew that I
wouldn’t have a good time, and therefore I wouldn’t have a good gate pick. This is the final time any rider will be able
to practice or even look at the track. The next time we go out it will be to line up and race. So at the end of this practice most of the riders would go to the starting line and practice starts. This particular start was on hard sand covered
in grass, like a lawn. At this time all the factory riders had 500cc works bikes that were quite a bit faster than my stock
480 production bike, but fortunately for me, they couldn’t use all their power on this hard sand without wheelying. I
noticed that the hard sand was a perfect match for my 480. I could use all the power right off the start and it hooked
up perfectly without wheelying. That was my ace in the hole, another glimmer of hope.
By this time I was getting used to my wrist being taped and it didn’t even bother me anymore. With this cast-like
taping job I couldn’t rotate my wrist in order to turn the throttle. Instead I had to rotate my entire forearm. But at the
same time something was changing in my mind. Looking back now I think all my focus was coming to the point of total
concentration. I coined this phrase, “Total Flow Concentration,” in my later years teaching motocross schools and producing motocross technique videos. It’s a state of mind where one can stay totally, 100%, in each present moment. It
is a commitment and concentration on the task at hand as it unfolds that cannot be distracted. There are different reasons one can be and stay in “Total Flow Concentration” and for me on this day circumstances brought me there. If only
I could have gotten myself there every time I lined up on a starting gate! I wished! I remember what Jim Pomeroy’s
dad told him about wishing...he said wish in one hand and shit in the other and see which one fills up first...lol. But I
do want to mention that in the past five years I have discovered ways one can achieve this “Total Flow Concentration”
state of mind through weekly mind-changing exercise. Practices that change one’s subconscious, thought patterns
and beliefs. It’s not difficult to do but one has to have the willpower to practice every day over a long period of time in
order to even begin to notice results. But that’s a whole other story. For whatever reasons that brought me there that
day, I was there!
The qualifying times came and I qualified in 22nd place. That was expected, but still discouraging. I ate a little bit
and rested in our pit tent waiting for the first call to staging. At the GPs the organizers (as they were called in Europe)
would call all the riders to staging. In staging there was a place for the 1st fastest from timed practice, the 2nd fastest,
the 3rd fastest and so on all the way to the last rider, the 40th fastest in timed practice. Once all the riders were in
staging or at least suppose to be there they would let them go to the line one after the other. When all the riders were
on the line they would hold a 30 second card up. - Continued next page 21

RACING THE 500 GP’s - continued
The card would go sideways and within five to ten seconds the gate would drop. The first call sounded for staging (air
horn) and Jeff and I started getting ready. The riders were all starting to go to staging as I started to kick the 480 to
life. I kick and kick but it wouldn’t start. Then Jeff tries and it still won’t start. Then I try some more and still nothing.
I rest while Jeff puts in a new sparkplug. We take turns kicking some more but still nothing. I’m thinking this is crazy,
it always started right up why not now. Pretty soon Jeff and I are the only people left in the pits. Everyone has gone
to staging and all the spectators are in place to see the start. Jeff and I start pushing the 480 back and forth through
the pits trying to bump start it and bring the engine to life. Finally it sputters, clears its throat and fires. I go straight to
staging and arrive just in time to take my place on the line. Most of the 21 riders before me went to the inside and I
got just to the outside of the middle, right where I wanted to be. The first 50 yards or so was still hard sand with some
grass on top. This was all good for my production bike. This start went straight and then into a big left-hand sweeper
and continued down a long straightaway until a sweeping right went into the woods. Not all the parts of the track had
grass on top but they were hard, graded smooth sand and set up for a fast start.
After having trouble getting my bike started I was good and warmed up, on top of that I was mad. So mad that it
made me determined to do well beyond any doubt. All the disappointments and hardships that I had been going
through seemed to all well up inside me and come to a point. As I waited for the 30 second card to go sideways I
focused on my ace in the hole, the start. I did just as I practiced in the practice starts earlier and came out of the gate
with all the power that 480 had, it hooked up just right and I found myself going into the first sweeper in the lead. I
left it wide open in fourth gear all the way around the sweeper and went down the next straightaway still in the lead.
I made the right sweeper at the end of the straight and went into the woods still in the lead. As I went further into the
woods, around this three-and-a-half minute course, I made a commitment to myself that I was going to go as fast as I
possibly could and when I came out of the woods and back into the start clearing I would still be in the lead. I knew my
conditioning was not good and I had 45 minutes to race, but at that point I didn’t care. I would jump out of the woods
and into the infield still in the lead. As I went around the track I never even thought of looking back but I did notice
that there were no other riders behind me, at least not close enough that I could hear them. Sure enough I made the
first lap still holding the lead. Up to this point hardly anyone even knew who I was and there I was leading the GP as a
privateer on a production bike. Once I got into the infield and saw Jeff cheering me on I took a quick look back and still
didn’t even see anyone. After 15 minutes I still had a pretty good lead but as the adrenalin wore off and my poor conditioning started to set in my lead came under attack. For the rest of the 45 minute moto I had to pace myself and try
not to make any mistakes or use anymore energy then necessary. I lost two places and fell back to third and guess who
comes up on me next? It was the cigarette smoker, Jack Van Velthoven. I tried as hard as I could all the way to the end
of the moto and placed 6th.
When I got back to the pits I was completely exhausted. I had to get off my bike and go lay down with my feet up in
the tent. I ate an energy bar and stayed in that position until it was time to go to staging for the second moto. I was
already so tired I knew I would have to pace myself and ride as smooth as possible. I knew it would be a whole lot
easier to get a good finish if I started in the front again so my race plan was to put my confidence in the start again and
then pace myself to the finish. When the gate dropped I was first again but this time as we went into the woods the
sand specialist and the eventual winner for the day (Andre Vromans) passed me for the lead. I stuck with my plan and
rode as fast and smooth as possible to the end, trying to find even a few feet of a smooth line, but except for a couple
very creative places, there were no smooth lines to be found. By this time you even had to stand through most of the
corners because they were whooped out, too. I ended up 10th in the second moto. My sixth and tenth for the day was
good for sixth overall. That put me in 10th place in the points standings. Remember, the cigarette smoker, Jack Van
Velthoven? He finished third overall with a third in each moto. I’m sure he didn’t smoke very often, probably just one
un-inhaled cigarette the night before a race.
During this time Roger DeCoster was in his first year of being the team manager for American Honda but he was
at this race. He came to our pit area to check us out. What a difference from last week when Honda of Japan’s team
manager walked away from me saying...”You no qualify, you no qualify.”
After the race I was so exhausted that I couldn’t stand for longer then a few minutes without getting dizzy and feeling
like I was going to throw up. I left that race exhausted but very happy. I was going to be able to continue. I’ll continue
part 5 next issue! - Gary
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- ALWAYS A HEADWIND Simeone Founda�on Automobile Museum
By Robert H. Miller

Each year the Simeone Foundation hosts a temporary motorcycle exhibit. Here’s the 411 from their website. There is a
modest ($8-$10) admission fee. This year there are forty motorcycles featuring Indian Motorcycles 1902-1953, Italian
Motorcycles 1938-1988, and Hyper Performance Motorcycles 1970-1993. The photos are from the 2017 exhibit. Motorcycles plus cars. Wow!
“The Simeone Foundation Auto Museum’s annual Motorcycle Exhibition is celebrating it’s 10th year! Our 2018 show
promises to be bigger and better than ever. Join us from Saturday, August 18–Friday, September 7.”
Housed in a 80,000 square-foot former engine remanufacturing plant is one man’s lifetime collection of old racing
sports cars gathered when no one else was particularly interested in them. If only those former owners could have foreseen the prices, and respect, these cars bring today they never would have parted with them.
Tucked away in an industrial park five minutes from the Philadelphia Airport, is the Simeone Foundation Automotive
Museum, but it’s not just your average automotive museum. It’s a racing car museum and not just any racing cars. It’s
full of “racing sports cars”. The original “stock cars” of racing. Racing cars based on and sometimes the same as, production models.
The collection is divided into twenty groups all representing an era, event, or class of cars and include America’s First
International Win, Pre WWI Racing, The Winners’ Circle and cars that competed at LeMans, the Mille Miglia, Sebring,
Brooklands, Nurburgring, the Targa Florio, and Watkins Glen. The museum includes multi-media displays of vintage
race videos showing the actual cars on display in back-in-the-day action, enlarged photos, and floor to ceiling dioramas
recreating race tracks, race track pits, and even an Italian village. There’s also a recreated service garage , the type a Mille
Miglia driver might encounter on his 1000-mile race across, and up and down, Italy.
Just the simple addition of a baker’s dozen of the cars whose values can be determined from recent auction prices
gets you up over $100 million and the good doctor has sixty-five of them. Most of the cars are one-offs or the only one
known to still exist making their valuation impossible and all of them are in original, unrestored, condition. Originality
is very important to Dr. Simeone. He wanted to “reward the stewardship” of these rare automobiles. It’s just one of the
criteria necessary to be included in his collection.
In addition to housing some to the rarest and most significant and probably the largest collection of unrestored race
cars gathered by a private individual in the world, there’s something even more, if that’s possible, special about these
cars. The are in running order and they are started and lapped around the three-acre parking lot adjacent to the museum
on a regular basis. When’s the last time you saw one-of-a kind cars worth millions and tens of millions of dollars come
alive and roar around a makeshift circuit? It’s a rare privilege usually reserved only for the bluest of blue bloods (think
Goodwood), but you can experience it yourself on any of the museum’s Demo Days held each month. It’s a true treat to
see and especially hear these cars run. It gets every motorhead’s blood pumping. “The sound and the smell. You only get
that if you run them”, is how the good doctor puts it.
Experiencing these cars is also important to Dr. Simone and was the driving force behind the establishment of the
museum and especially the Demo Days. He didn’t want to lock them up and keep them from view. He wanted to share it
with everyone. It’s a common benevolent trait of truly exceptional people, collectors or not.
Dr. Simeone sees his museum as an educational experience, especially for future generations. For him, “the cars tell a
story”, the story of the evolution of racing sports cars and that’s why he, the foundation actually, has a full-time staffer
dedicated to outreach education and why teachers get in free all summer long.
In addition to originality, each car in his collection must have been raced, ideally in a Grand Prix, placed in a race,
ideally the winner, or represented a significant role in the evolution of racing cars. Back in the pre-internet days, how did
the doctor even find these cars that he was driven to collect? - continued next page WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM

“By scouring old car magazines and taking a chance the owner mentioned in the article still had the car”, is what he’ll tell
you.
These cars weren’t just lying around in the local used car lot, although he did pick up a couple that way, they were
scattered around the world. So, how did he convince the owners to part with cars that would one day be worth millions?
“At the time, no one else was interested in old racing cars that were twenty-five or sometimes fifty years old, plus I became known as someone who wouldn’t hesitate to pay full asking price”, are the techniques he used. Apparently, for these
cars, their time had come and gone and their technology had been superceded by newer race cars and historic race car
competitions hadn’t yet become the rich man’s sport it is today.
The number of automobile and motorcycle museums that actually run their vehicles can be counted on one
hand. That’s how special this place is. So make the smart move and put a visit to the Simeone Foundation Automobile
Museum at the top of your list. Like the Isle of Man TT, the Formula One Grand Prix, and Irish motorcycle road racing,
there’s nothing else like it. Get there today or be sorry you didn’t.
You can go on their website <www.simeonemuseum.org> to learn more about each of the cars, but to understand
the significance of this collection you only have to look at some of the known values of a few of the cars on display. The
Aston-Martin DB8R1 and the 1956 Jaguar D-Type each valued at $22 million. The 1958 Ferrari Testa Rossa at $16M, the
1970 Porsche 917 at $15M, the 1956 Maserati 300s at $6.5M, the 1933 Alfa Romeo C8s (he has three of them) at $4M
each, the 1955 and 1956 “Gullwing” Mercedes at $1.7M each, the 1937 Bugatti “Tank” at $1.5M, the 1938 Peugeot LeMans at $750K, the 1938 Jaguar SS-100 at $500K, the 1938 Delahaye at $350K, the 1950 Allard at $250K, and add in the
1963 Corvette Grand Sport, the 1966 Ford GT40, and the 1964 Cobra Daytona Coupe (each priceless) and you have one
of the most valuable car collections in the world.
Even if you don’t have the time, make the time, to read the entire website, especially the portions written by Dr.
Simeone himself. If you’ve ever wished a genius’ intelligence would rub off on you, this is your chance.
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2018 HONDA GOLDWING DCT - Page 5
‘Tour’ keeps the rpms low – so low that the engine takes on a grumbly quality at times because it’s really
running a gear or two or even three too high. But switch over to ‘Sport’ mode and all that gets blown away.
The RPMs come up – it feels like a full 20% of output gets unleashed there – throttle response sharpens,
suspension is stiffened, and when this motor’s revs get into the happy middle you can turn the bike as you
wish on the gas.
During our road tests, we ran a long stretch of US-50 coming east from Keyser, West Virginia – a road
that just throws endless hills and corners at you, and after a few hundred miles of dancing with the twisting
yellow line, it felt like we should turn around and run it a few more times, just for fun.
Gold Wings were always about getting there, and comfortably, if possible. The stress-free ergonomics,
weather protection, and monster driveline in the new GL1800 have ensured that that part has not changed.
But this motorcycle has been sharpened up, and goes harder, stops better, corners better and looks for a
way to get there faster, and to have more dynamic fun doing it.
With this new Gold Wing, you’ll be looking for whole states to turn around and run again, just for fun.

The Control Freak -- or Le�ng Go of the Clutch Lever -- Honda’s Dual Clutch Transmission

I spent the better part of two decades working to become a Jedi Master of Motorcycle transmissions.
Preloading shifters, feathering dry clutch levers, matching RPMS, optimizing drift and drive entering and
leaving corners – seeking the smooth. All of that, apparently, counts for nothing, now. The robots have
come, and they are our masters.
When Honda asked me to evaluate their Dual Clutch Transmission (DCT), I’ll admit that I was skeptical.
Operating the gearbox and the focus it demands is one of the pleasures of proper motorcycle operation,
and one from which I took great pride. Still, there are times when that focus can become a chore – like while
stuck in congested traffic during a commute or worse still, hitting a huge construction backup or accident
WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM
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delay during a long tour. Sadly, we all don’t get younger, and clutch hands can and do wear out, and what
do you do then? With The Gold Wing’s DCT offering an F1 style manual paddle shifted mode, one has the
option of doing the shifting if you want to, and not having to if you don’t want to.
The DCT is an outgrowth of Honda’s 2- and 4-wheel racing programs. DCT is technically a manual
gearbox, but a manual gearbox where the forks and selectors are operated by electronics and hydraulics.
If that was the design’s only trick, that would be enough, but the real genius is the transmission’s dual
clutches. The way the gearbox is constructed, the first clutch controls 1st, 3rd, 5th and 7th gear, while the
second clutch controls engagement of 2nd, 4th and 6th gear. To effect gear changes, the transmission controls
have already engaged the next gear during an upshift, and simply disengages the first gear clutch while
simultaneously engaging the second gear clutch. The bike is never out of gear, for even a millisecond, and
there is never any break in forward momentum while accelerating. Same thing happens while decelerating,
only backwards. You can’t do that, no matter how much The Force may be with you, Mr. Jedi Motorcycle
Transmission Master, and your back seat passenger, who has smacked helmets with you an infinite number
of times, knows it too.
Thumb the Gold Wing into ‘Sport’ mode, with the DCT in automatic, and find a long empty stretch of rural
highway. Roll the throttle wide open and the DCT will simply amaze you with a series of seamless, peak
power shifts that keep the bike hooked up and hauling, front tire skimming the pavement through the shifts
into 2nd, 3rd, 4th… In its selected environment, and demonstrating clear intent and aggression at the throttle,
the DCT is simply amazing. Like all things managed by software, get tentative, though, and things could
be better. In the bike’s default ‘Tour’ mode, automatic shift decisions always carry too few rpms. The bike
always has the torque to bull through it, but it feels like emergency acceleration is just out of reach (although
with automated downshifts, it really isn’t), and the engine feels less than smooth when it clearly is at higher
rpms.
‘Sport’ mode is better with shift points – holding the engine in the middle of its output and making decisions
which more closely mimic my own – although after hard acceleration it tends to hold onto a gear way too
long when the throttle goes neutral to closed. Both modes will occasionally snap off a downshift just after
corner entry if you’re coming in off the gas, which was a behavior which had me saying non-G-rated words.
Fortunately, the system has the ability – even when in automatic mode – to accept user overrides from the
paddles, so once I got in the habit of snapping off a downshift before I started corner entry all was right in
Wing World.
Where the system really shines is in ‘Manual’ mode, though. With all of the shift decisions being made by a
skilled rider, the DCT is magic. The Robot is faster than you, he’s smoother than you, and he never misses
a shift. On a flowing two or four lane highway the system is responsive, smooth and powerful – taking
repeated seconds out of shifting in ways you could have never appreciated until they were gone.
The Robots may be here, but the humans still have a thing or two to show them.
Greg Shamieh is a lifelong motorcycle enthusiast, writer and historian who lives in the Two wheeled Haven of
Maryland’s Middletown Valley. He rides for daily transportation, sport, travel, meditation, inspiration and illumination.
His works appears on the web at rollingphysicsproblem.wordpress.com and Greg welcomes your comments here as
well.
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2018 HONDA GOLD WING BY THE NUMBERS
43rd: Anniversary that the Gold Wing is celebrating in the 2018 model year
1.1: Number of gallons by which the 2018 Gold Wing’s fuel-tank capacity was reduced without
sacrificing range, thereby improving performance and handling
20%: Improvement in fuel economy for the 2018 Gold Wing during testing
7: Number of speeds in the 2018 Gold Wing’s advanced automatic Dual Clutch Transmission
(DCT)
.75 mph: Speed at which the 2018 Gold Wing travels when in Reverse Walking Mode
80 lbs + : Amount of weight reduction on the 2018 compared to its predecessor
13.7 lbs.: Amount of weight reduction on the 2018 manual-transmission Gold Wing’s engine
5.3 lbs.: Reduction in weight achieved through use of an Integrated Starter Generator system
(ISG) on the 2018 Gold Wing, combining the generator and starter-motor functions
4.4 lbs.: Amount by which weight was reduced in the Gold Wing frame and swingarm for 2018
30%: Reduction in shock transmitted from the road surface to the handlebars on the 2018 Honda
Gold Wing, thanks to the double-wishbone front-suspension system
CRF450R: Honda model (an award-winning, high-performance motocrosser) from which the 2018
Gold Wing’s Unicam® valve-train design was borrowed
4: Number of riding modes on the 2018 Honda Gold Wing: Tour, Sport, Econ, and Rain
4: Number of electric preload suspension-adjustment settings for the 2018 Gold Wing Tour: Rider,
Rider + Luggage, Rider + Passenger, Rider + Passenger + Luggage
110 liters: Total capacity of the saddlebags and rear trunk on 2018 Gold Wing Tour models
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EDITOR’S NOTES

It is no secret that the motorcycle industry appears to be down overall and is experiencing market
contractions. With these changes sometimes we know what is going on in our sport, thanks largely to
the overburden of personal electronic information disseminating devices, yet still do not understand or
react appropriately.
This is where we rely on companies such as Honda to fill us in, throw us a clue and buy us a vowel.
Witness the 2018 Honda Goldwing as example the prime evidence. Now in it’s 43rd year, this beast
has shed more pounds, gained more power, tractability, comfort and ease of operation and is viewed
by many as such a departure from the established norms that it is quite literally and completely misunderstood. Many people do not like it at all, and they seem to blame the front suspension as the biggest reason why. I love it. It rides better, handles better and stops better than any touring bike I’ve ever
ridden or owned. It completely eliminated those pavement seams and was much better in curves than
traditional forks. Yes, it does look odd. But it’s allowed to. It’s a motorcycle!
Bear with me and I’ll make this quick. I attended a Honda sponsored Goldwing introductory test drive
day a few miles away at Diamond Motorsports in Delaware out of sheer curiosity. I wanted to see how
many people would ride it and what they thought. Well, I arrived at the beginning and graciously
consented to wait for a lull to take my turn so that actual customers could be better served. So I waited. And waited. And waited some more. I checked to see if I’d been overlooked on the list, but no, still
listed. And still I waited. Finally I got to straddle the beast and prepared to heave it up off the sidestand.
Surprise! It was a lot lighter than I expected. The seat was narrower too. Seat height and handlebars
were fine. Every one of my previous objections were gone in an instant. The bike was no longer intimidating to straddle. It felt light, confident and friendly and I hadn’t even started it yet!
As the DCT was being explained (wah, wah,wah) my mind was thinking about how narrow the whole
thing felt. I flashed to an image of scooter riders, feet on the floor boards, knees together, not splayed
out, arms not stretched forward, but comfortably reaching the grips, simply twisting the grip and moving away...I had my first clue. Could this 43rd anniversary Goldwing be aimed squarely at the next burgeoning market - that of maturing scooter riders fresh from college, earning slightly less than 100k in
professional careers, buying a house, two vehicles, having a spouse or sig other and friends and things
to do all over the country thanks to the electronic age? Yes. It could. Could Honda convert those riders
to motorcycles, just as they had done in the early years? Yes. Yes they could.
It makes perfect sense on the other end too. This bike offers all the gadgetry a seasoned rider would
require, or not. There is a “Base” model with a good old hand clutch hidden within the trim levels.
So, I agree with our columnists evaluation of the technical aspects and his ride review. His notes were
very similar to mine though we live far apart and did not attend the same ride day or even talk about it.
I’m just adding my two cents and they add up to Honda is way ahead once again. If this is their marketing strategy, we may all be in on the ground floor of the next big era of motorcycling! I like that.
29

THE WRITE GRIP
Summer Storms On...
By Stevie Lynne
“The strongest of bonds very often have nothing to do with flesh. Sometimes
it’s longing that yokes people together, and in ways that are not understood but
still endure all things.”
That quote is from Billy Coffey’s novel, “Some Small Magic”. If you enjoy a suspenseful story with plenty of surprises, you should check it out for yourself. At
the time I read it, those particular lines really stuck with me. Although the plot involves an amazing
journey, the book has nothing to do with motorcycles. Yet I feel those words come close to explaining the somewhat indescribable way some riders relate to each other- the tie that binds you to kindred spirits. That connection to those fellow adventure seekers who need to ride, yearn to take to
the open road on two wheels, and who can become lifelong family through those experiences. I feel
thankful and blessed for the friends I’ve made through a common love of riding.
For example, over 10 years ago, I “wandered” into an online motorcycle forum where you could find
tips on maintenance and other repairs. What I also found was a virtual atmosphere so much like what
you have in actual bike shops that it felt like home. Not only could you find valuable technical support
there, but a lot of laughter too. At one point, a couple of “regulars” opened their home to everyone
for an in-person meet. Reunions with this crazy cast of characters have been held once or twice each
year in different locations since.
My first chance to attend in 2007 turned out to be one of my favorite road trips, not only because
of the adventure itself, but the company. I’ve thought of it often this summer because it’s been a
stormy season, and that vacation involved riding through the worst thunderstorm I’ve ever encountered. While getting caught in the rain is just a part of riding, getting caught in a rain-gear penetrating, frog-strangling cloudburst is admittedly not my favorite. In this case, a deluge hit four of us as we
rode the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway into New Orleans. I’m not sure what made the visibility worse,
the torrential downpour or the glare coming off my white knuckles as I held onto my grips for dear
life. I spent my time on that bridge praying a gust of wind wouldn’t push me and the Sportster right
over the side, and that I wouldn’t run over the buddy riding in front of me because it was so hard
to see. Reaching the city was a huge relief despite flooded streets. We all put our feet down in knee
deep water at the first stop, exhaust pipes gurgling bubbles just under the surface! Reminiscing on
that and other memories from the trip during the latest gathering with these good friends in Bryson
City, NC was a highlight of my July.
Gettysburg Bike Week is another well-anticipated July event, and this year was a blast. I think Gettysburg is a place everyone should visit at some point, and when you ride why not take in the town’s
history, local businesses, and welcoming atmosphere along with with thousands of others on two
wheels? The roads around the area make for gorgeous rides through scenic farmland and shaded
mountains, depending on the direction you choose. Cruising through the monuments at Gettysburg
National Military Park is a must. The town is full of vendors and activities to investigate, as are the
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grounds of Battlefield Harley Davidson. Conveniently down the road from the dealership is Earle’s
Inn Pub & Grille, a great place to cool down and get a burger. Head to the Allstar Events Complex for
more, including the Parade of Chrome on Saturday night and live music throughout Bike Week. The
2018 Friday night lineup featured Lita Ford who put on an awesome show. I noticed she’s making the
rounds at other regional venues and bike events this fall and would recommend that you catch her if
you can.
Meanwhile on a hot August day, I finished collecting the marbles I need for the ABATE of MD Marble Run! This may come as a shock, but after my last stop I had to race home to get there before
the gathering black clouds started leaking profusely. (I did mention it’s a stormy riding season in the
Mid-Atlantic, didn’t I?) Completing the run early cleared the calendar for other events coming up in
the next couple of months, but I really had fun discovering new places and meeting new folks. There’s
still time to try your own luck, get a book and check out the stops on the run. Prizes will be awarded
at the After Party on October 6th at the Frederick Moose Lodge. See the Frederick County, MD Chapter ABATE page on Facebook or email me if you need more details. While you’re at it, send me suggestions of any good books you’ve read lately. I always like to keep something handy in case I need to
sit out a rainstorm and these days it seems one could come along any minute!
Stevie rides a Heritage Softail, is an ABATE member, and resides in the Capital Region of Maryland.
Originally from Virginia, and after living in Pennsylvania for a time, she loves exploring the roads of
the Mid-Atlantic and beyond on the Heritage. Stevie was an on-air radio personality for over twenty-five years, and is happy to be sharing tales as a part of the Motorcycle Times family.
Stevie Lynne receives comments at thewritegrip2017@gmail.com if you enjoyed her column please
send her an email.
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Putting the Recent Rise in Motorcycle Fatalities into Perspective
By Matt Danielson
Our friends at the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) have put out
their yearly report on motorcycle crashes and fatalities. The latest report focuses on data
collected for the year 2016. According to NHTSA, motorcycle fatalities rose 5.1% between
2015 and 2016. The report also states that 25% of those fatalities were related to alcohol
impairment. Finally, NHTSA indicates that the lack of mandatory motorcycle helmet laws
nationwide is a contributing factor to the rise in motorcycle fatalities. When you read
the report, it is easy to conclude that motorcyclists have a serious safety problem on our
hands, and to some degree I concur. All motorcyclists should be concerned when we see
motorcycle fatalities rise. However, when we look at the 2016 data as a whole we get a
more accurate picture.
When we look at the overall 2016 motor vehicle crash data that NHTSA published in a
separate report, we see that while motorcycle fatalities were up by 5.1% in 2016, motor
vehicle fatalities as a whole rose by 5.6%. The truth is that traffic fatalities as a whole
have been on the rise for the past few years. For some reason, either intentionally or
unintentionally, NHTSA seems to publish data on motorcycle fatalities in a subtly different
way than it does data on motor vehicle fatalities as a whole. In its overview of fatal motor
vehicle crashes, NHTSA reported that the 5.6% increase in motor vehicle fatalities in 2016
is lower than the 8.4% increase from 2014 to 2015. No such language appears in NHTSA’s
publication concerning motorcycle fatalities, despite the fact that the 5.1% increase in
motorcycle fatalities in 2016 is lower than the 8% increase in motorcycle fatalities from 2014
to 2015.
Similarly, when we read the two NHTSA reports together, we see that fatalities due to alcohol
impairment are an overall traffic safety problem, not just a motorcycle problem. Because
NHTSA issues a yearly report which focuses only on motorcycle fatalities and injuries, it is
easy for people to conclude that many contributing factors are unique to motorcyclists. In its
latest report on motorcycle traffic fatalities, NHTSA claims that the 25% rise in alcohol related
motorcycle fatalities is the highest percentage of any other vehicle classification. Yet in its
overview of fatal motor vehicle crashes, NHTSA reported that 28% of overall motor vehicle
traffic fatalities in 2016 were due to alcohol impairment. That represents a 5.6% increase
from 2015. From 2015 to 2016, there was only a 0.1% increase in motorcycle fatalities due
to alcohol impairment. Let’s be clear: any traffic fatality due to alcohol impairment is one too
many. That being said, alcohol impaired driving is not a problem unique to motorcyclists.    
Finally, and here is where I get in trouble with some of my readers, there is the assertion
that the lack of motorcycle helmet laws nationwide is contributing to the rise in motorcycle
fatalities. I am not advocating that anyone wear or not wear a motorcycle helmet if they
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happen to be in one of the thirty-one states that allow adults to make their own choice on
the matter; I am merely presenting NHTSA’s own data as a whole so that each reader can
make up his or her own mind. First, NHTSA fails to explain why the lack of helmet laws
has had an impact on the rise in motorcycle fatalities but not on motor vehicle fatalities as a
whole, which have risen at a greater rate than motorcycle fatalities. Secondly, when we look
at the motorcycle fatality rate per 100,000 registered motorcyclists between the jurisdictions
that have mandatory motorcycle helmet laws and those that don’t, we see less than a 1%
difference. Finally, and perhaps most troubling, is what NHTSA considers to be a motorcycle
for the purposes of the entire report on motorcycle fatalities. The report on motorcycle
fatalities includes data from crashes involving not only two and three-wheeled motorcycles,
but off-road motorcycles, mopeds, scooters, mini bikes, and pocket bikes. Data from
accidents involving off-road motorcycles, mopeds, scooters, mini bikes, and pocket bikes,
should not be used in any serious study of motorcycle fatalities, nor should such data be
cited in any serious discussion on ways to reduce motorcycle traffic fatalities; doing so would
be comparable to using data from fatalities involving four-wheelers and go-carts to formulate
safety strategies for our nation’s highways.
At the end of the day, motorcycle fatalities have been up, and that is a bad thing. We
motorcyclists have the primary responsibility to reverse this troubling trend. But it is not
a trend unique to us; it is a problem shared by all motorists, and it is the responsibility of
all motorists to solve the problem. While we could debate this complex issue for years,
let me offer my personal advice. First, if you want to have a drink, leave the alcohol for
after you are finished riding or driving for
the day. Secondly, slow down and pay
attention to others on the road. Put down
the telephone, that message can wait. Look
less at the GPS and more at traffic around
you. Missing a turn won’t run you nearly as
late as plowing into the car or motorcycle
in front of you. Stop playing with that sleek
touch screen that your new vehicle came with
(Yes motorcyclists, I’m talking to you too).
Whether we are riding or driving, our primary
responsibility is the safety of ourselves,
our passengers, and each and every other
motorist with whom we share the road.
Matt Danielson
McGrath, Danielson, Sorrell & Fuller
1-800-321-8968
Motorcyclelawgroup.com
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GEOF UYEHARA
THE MAGICAL STITCHERY TOUR
Nice saddle I said. It was a quick decision but I made it. Both motorcycles were of the same
vintage and condition, but one had a better and more nicely done custom leather seat than the
other. The one I chose was done with finer craftsmanship and was sharper. The leather artist had
more experience, a steady hand and possibly a better eye for detail. The trophy went to one of
the two.
Fashion in the Motörhead motorcycle world has deep and creative foundations and carries
through into a host of crafts and disciplines. The artists are amazing. From saddle stitchers and Harley vest creators
to boot makers in Mexico and glove crafters in Maine. The wearable art community is serving the community well.
Shopping for perfect fit leathers, a tie dyed bandana with just the right color or a cafe dress for and with the Mrs. is an
experience that is a treasure for some a chore for others and vice versa.
The vendor aisle at the cycle show, swap meet or on line has a long tonne of stuff to look at and choose from. Whether you are a euro rider, a Japanese sport biker, a club biker or even a wanna be, there is a tailor out there for you.
Custom chaps, cycle seats, Tassels for your handlebars, saddle bags and après riding gear. Embroidered leather jackets, gauntlets, chaps, scarves, captain’s hats, specialty shirts and blouses, belts and loops galore can
all be found at your local cycle shop or cycle event or parts jumble. The next Sturgis event, Virginia
Beach rides or bike week in Daytona all offer a really great show of things that are available. Tube
tops, tank tops to muscle shirts in leather, cotton, micro fibre or silk will drive your wallet mad.
The lumber jack look on an Indian Scout is popular now. Early Traditional Harley riders might want a
captain’s hat and a leather jacket while group riders have to ride with patches of significance. Some
BMW, Ducati and Moto Guzzi euro riders have got to have matching gear for his and her. The biker
look is really varied and can differ according to the season and location. January riding in Vermont is
vastly different than a trip to Baja at the same time. Like oil and water the styles never the twain shall mix, unless the
music is right.
Riding apparel: Dirt bike clothes. This year's spring mud covering. Chopper threads, grease. Euro ideas, Black. Scooter color, Chartreuse. Bad boy look, Colors. Surfer ideas, Surfboard rack. Cafe racer style. Winter leather. Summer mesh.
Lady rider. Lady passengers. Guy passengers. Mods and rockers. Boots and skirts. Anti road rash slider gloves and body
suits. Helmets or not.
Stitchery for your bike: Saddles, both rider and pillion, Bags, Grips, Covers, Tank art wraps and covers, Tool kit bags,
Back packs, Sleeping bags, Covers, Tents. Electro riders. Neon?
Materials: non endangered sources: Cow, buffalo, snake, alligator, mesh fabric, dinosaur plastic fibers, carbon fiber,
metal.

Après sojourn.
The club or meet-up spot is part of the focus of après riding. If your ride is to the store and back a fancy outfit might
not be needed but if the ride is to your wedding things might be different. Biker friendly restaurants and cafe racer
clubs with apparel mixed in, abound. There are plenty of great places to meet and greet biker
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fashionistas. Researching cycle cafes, I found many nearby in the Mid-Atlantic and a few around the world. The trend
to build a cafe based on the love of the ride and getting together and looking the way you want while at the same time
running an apparel business too is beginning to develop. This new cafe trend brings bikes, people, and apparel together to create a new mix of enthusiasm for the new biking scene.

The next generation of biker enthusiasts will have a different take on and selection of cycles and apparel to choose
from. Electric bikes and even hydrogen cycles will start flooding the streets and new cafe and apparel designers will
begin to appear. So, what are the electro riders wearing? Will there be a new trend? How will we in America and the
world respond? Harley is jumping on board and challenging new markets as well as new market demands are challenging Americans and the established biker world. A new and fascinating adventure lies ahead for us all.
Local Cafes -- New York -- https://janemotorcycles.com/
Toronto: https://www.facebook.com/pages/1903-A-Harley-Davidson-Café/1383806108299837
London: thebikeshed.cc/cafebarshopclub/
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Two Tire Tirade
Tumbling Down The Trail:
My First Fall!
ROBERT HUNT
It was the time of day where the sun was not yet set, but the heat of the summer was dissipating from the
baked soil. As I traveled down a dusty, rut filled dirt road, I could smell the faint scent of evening drifting
west from the Great Plains. Sundown has always been one of my favorite times to ride. There was still plenty of light to see the grandiose landscape that surrounded the dirt trail I was traveling down. As I continued
through the bumps and ruts on my cycle, I could feel the countryside settling down for a well-deserved rest.
In that moment, I increased speed and felt the rush of air wash over me. And then it happened; I did not
see the large rock in the path in front of me until I was about ten feet from it. I tried to move right to avoid it
and that is when my front tire washed out into a deep rut; sending me and my motorcycle plunging into the
dirt. My body and cycle skidded into the soil as the air was sucked out from my lungs. After I regained my
breath, I evaluated the situation and found that sometimes a tumble on a dirt trail is a gift.
I have been riding motorcycles now for approximately 20 years and not one other time have I gone
down. After traveling across the United States multiple times over, I had crashed just a few miles from my
house on an old dirt and gravel trail! It all started a few months ago when I traded in my trusty cruiser for a
dual sport style motorcycle. Never did I lose my passion for riding my cruiser, but I was looking for a change
of scenery, yearning for the off-road experience. Having a family to support, owning two motorcycles was
out of the question, so I trusted my gut, sold my cruiser, and bought a multi-purpose motorcycle with offroad riding capabilities. This was not an easy decision, and it represents a paradigm shift in my motorcycling
identity. Change can be a daunting proposition and as I grow in years, the more resistant I have become to
it. But the call of the mountains and forests could not be ignored.
To explore this new world of dirt and gravel, I purchased a 2018 Royal
Enfield Himalayan. Over the last few years I have followed the evolution of the Himalayan since it was first sold in India and then later
retailed to parts of Europe and Australia. When the first production
model came out, there were a few quality control issues. Soon after
these problems were discovered, Royal Enfield tweaked their manufacturing quality control measures to resolve the problems. The initial
glitches have been worked out after the first production cycle and I can
report that I have had zero issues with my motorcycle thus far. I am
enjoying my long rides but also love what the Himalayan represents. It
embodies freedom from pavement, freedom from debt, freedom from
the economic forces that keeps modest budget adventure riders from
dirt trails and mountainous roads. With a base price of $4499.00, this
motorcycle gives every man an opportunity to partake in an off road
adventure on two wheels.
At age 45 years old, learning a different style of riding has been a fun
and exciting journey. I have learned valuable lessons but there is so
much more knowledge and more skills to gain. My motorcycle crash
on the dirt trail did not persuade me to give up riding off road but did motivate me to reflect on what caused
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me to go down in the first place. There are many technical reasons why the crash occurred but the main culprit which led to my fall was over confidence. I never rode dirt before. But I thought that having twenty years
of experience riding a motorcycle on pavement would translate to being proficient on an off-road cycle. I was
surely mistaken and luckily only paid the costs of a bruised rib, hurt ego and some minor paint damage on
my new motorcycle.  
Since my fall, I have logged another 600 miles on my new motorcycle. Most of this mileage has occurred on
dirt and loose gravel mountain roads throughout Colorado. I am taking the learning process slow and enjoying the journey. There have been two situations since the accident where hard packed gravel roads have
turned into more technically robust single-track trails. On both occasions, I have turned around, knowing that
I was not yet ready to tackle such terrain. At my age, one must depend on wisdom rather than adrenaline to
make such decisions.
I do not regret giving up my cruiser for a dual sport motorcycle. One must follow their inner child at times to
continue to taste joy, but at the same time, one must recognize their limitations to maintain a certain level
of safety. My accident has taught me humility and has gifted me the ability to better recognize my limitations. This is a gift that I am most thankful for. Still I wish I could have learned it through common sense rather than a bruised rib.
EDITORS NOTE: Rob Hunt has been riding since 2001 when he bought his first Yamaha for $800. He has been addicted
to riding ever since. Rob currently rides a 2018 Royal Enfield Himalayan but has never met a bike he didn’t like.
Rob is married and has two teenaged sons and works as Unit Manager in the corporate sector. He received his B.A.
in History from Buffalo State College and loves to combine his interest in history with his passion of riding and writing about the experiences. After college Rob volunteered for two years with AmeriCorps National Civilian Community
Corps. After a tour in Iraq with the United States Army, Rob started writing and began scribing his own blog which
primarily focused on the joy of Riding Motorcycles. Rob has been to every state in the continental United States and his
current goal is to ride to Alaska in the next two years then go to and ride Hawaii on a motorcycle rental.
You can read Rob’s blog at: twotiretirade.wordpress.com Ed.
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BACKFIRE

Snippets of motorcycling lore
In 1905 the state of Oklahoma was still known as “Indian Territory.” No, no
– not the Indian motorcycle. The reference is to the wilderness, with no paved
roads, and those few that were there became impassable in wet weather. This
was still the Wild West! Conestoga wagons were disappearing fast, but the
process of settling the country continued unabated. Oh, the horses were still
there and they pulled their loads as always, but a new mode of transport had
arrived. It was the motorcycle that helped settle the Wild West.
First of these came from William Harley and the Davidson brothers. These
enterprising fellows produced a single cylinder contrivance on a reinforced
bicycle frame which required some spirited pedaling to get the motor running.
But never mind – the thing caught on quickly among the intrepid pioneers of
the West. It wasn’t much faster than the Conestoga wagon, which it could not
entirely replace, but bounding along over rough terrain and muddy roads at
twenty miles an hour was more than enough. Speed mattered, of course, but
tractability was more important. And the first motorcycles in the West provided
it in spades.
So, the Harley Davidson motorcycle took over many jobs the Conestoga
wagon and the horses held for years and is credited with helping tame the Wild
West. Followed by Indian, Excelsior, and others they were soon supplemented
by another new invention – the automobile; and the truck. Now all the
Conestoga’s jobs were covered, but motorcycles were there first. (Al Karasa)

The Event Center by Cornerstone, New Hope, Pa.

REGISTRATION: 8:30 - 10 a.m.
KICKSTANDS UP: 10:30 a.m.
Enjoy a fun ride, food and entertainment!
Cheer our Stars, local children fighting brain
tumors and fundraise to earn incentives like Tshirts, jackets and more!

39

