MARCH/APRIL
2017

ALWAYS FREE.

Bring in this ad for exclusive EVENT-ONLY deals!

Bring in this ad for exclusive EVENT-ONLY deals!

Download the Catalog now!
aerostich.com
Photo by Clint Graves

0317_MCTimes_full_page.indd 1

©Aerostich 2017

2/27/17 11:33 AM

:33 AM

Volume 29 • Number 2 • March/April 2017

DEPARTMENTS
ADVERTISERS INDEX..............30
EVENTS CALENDAR: 10,11,12,13,19
SUBSCRIPTION FORM............30
WHEELS IN MOTION........... 4&5

ARTICLES
2017 Harley Davidson Road King Special............................8
DIY Clutch Tools.................................................................23
All New 2017 Yamaha SCR950..........................................26
FEATURES
Timonium Show 2017.......................................................28

MOTORCYCLE TIMES
is published every other month by:
MJM Publishing, LLC
719 Tomahawk Lane
Felton, De, 19943

Publisher/Editor: Mark McGhee
Director to Publisher/Editor: Evelyn McGhee
AND
Getting by with a little help from my friends:
Pat Elburn, Darcy Elburn & Jerry Smith
Special mention to the folks at FNP Printing!

Phone: 302.943.3590 (Mark)
Email: mjmpublishing2017@gmail.com
Website: www.motorcycletimes.com
Facebook: MotorcycleTimes
Twitter: @MotorcycleTime1
New issues come out on or about the first of January, March,
May, July, September and November. Shipment of bundles of MT
are free to any and all Mid-Atlantic businesses with an interest in
motorcycling. Readers are encouraged to pick up a copy at their
local shop, dealer or other business. If you prefer home delivery,
locate the subscription form in the back of this issue and mail it in.
Back issues may be available for the cost of shipping, call or email
to request a copy.
Any and all suggestions, photographs, illustrations, criticism, arti
cles and—of course—advertising support, are welcome. We pay
for most contributions; email or see website for rates and writing
guidelines. (Contributions may also be published on our website
and/or social media pages.) We are not responsible for returning
unsolicited materials; send an SASE if return is desired. All
advertising copy and any manuscripts should be in by the 10th of
the month preceding publication. For a current advertising media
kit or further information, call, or email us at the above address.
Except for the Publisher and Managing Editor, all of the editors,
illustrators, photographers and writers are free-lance contributors.
Any and all opinions expressed are those of the authors, and don’t
necessarily reflect those of the publisher. We are not responsible
for any typographical errors. All rights are reserved. Unauthorized
use or reproduction is forbidden without prior written consent
from MJM Publishing. We are not responsible for guarenteeing the
quality of goods or services advertised herein.
Motorcycling is sometimes a dangerous activity. We very strongly
encourage all riders to contact the Motorcycle Safety Foundation
(1-800-446-9227) for the location of their nearest rider safety
training course. Ride safe!

COLUMNS
Ron Gray 50 Years a TT’r by “Backroad Bob” Miller .........20
Hermy’s Oktoberfest ‘12: Brats & BMWs
BIKER BILLY COOKS WITH FIRE by Bill Hufnagle ...............14
All Bent Out Of Shape
STREET SKILLS by Jon DelVecchio .....................................22
Avoid The Intersection
EDITORIAL ................................................................... 6 & 7
What’s Keeping You From Riding?
TOONS
COONS’ TOONS by T.A. Coons.......................................................................9
Ron Morgan................................................................................................19
BANKSHOT by Bill Banks ............................................................................25

COVER
Cover Photo Credit: Backroad Bob

3

WHEELS IN

MOTION
WHEELS IN MOTION
"Wheels in Motion" is our segment of News, Rumor, and Comment. Openings and closings, births and deaths, hirings and firings, good
news and sad tidings ... if it's of interest to riders in Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, D.C., Virginia or West Virginia, please tell us—so
we can tell everyone! Send your news, info, newsletter or event to:
mjmpublishing2017@gmail.com or regular mail to us at MJM Publishing, 719 Tomahawk Lane, Felton,De, 19943.

CONSPICIOUS by abscence was the Victory brand at the Timomium show. By
now it is common knowledge the plug has been pulled. The parent company
restructured not long ago, shuffled some people and set others loose. The brand
was always a little off the bullseye, though it was innovative and definitely was no
copy cat. The Ness bikes, the Vision, the Hammer and the Octane set this badge
apart and accomplished exactly what others have failed to do. Then along came
the Indian brand and now yet another make has gone under. Like Charlie Daniels
wrote in a song; “There’s some things in this world you just can’t explain.”
GIGANTIC by comparison, the Harley space at Timonium was a wonderland!
It was very busy Saturday and Sunday too. They were marking off sold bikes
with Yellow Caution tape every few minutes. In fact, I spied the CVO Pro Street
Breakout that has been making me drool for the last few weeks and as I drug
the wife over to it and was planning my sales pitch, they taped it off! It looks like
Harley must be right on the bullseye with the new models and features! But like
Maxwell Smart I missed it by thaaat much!
Here in Delaware our wonderful lawgivers have seen fit to bring up the helmet
law yet again. This has been voted down I don’t know how many times and
passed only a few, nonetheless we do have a sort of helmet law. If you are under
19 years of age you have to wear a helmet and eye protection approved by the
Secretary of Public Safety. I guess your skull gets harder after that. And if you
are over 19 years of age you just have to have it in your possesion. Nevermind
the true legal definition of possesion, and just you also nevermind the fact that
these Secretary’s standards are hard to find and harder to understand. Personally,
I wear a helmet and eye protection almost every time I ride. But I do believe it
is the individuals personal right and responsibility to choose. Like I said to a Dr.
once before “when you can tell me that no one ever sustains a head injury in a
car, truck, bus, airplane, boat, whatever...then I will quit saying that if we have to
wear helmets so do you.” That’s just equal protection under the law.
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- WHEELS IN MOTION -

In the last couple of years, the Barber Museum & Park have
made major capital improvements to the facility. These
include adding 85,000 sq. ft. to the Museum (bringing it
to 225,000 sq. ft.), a Proving Ground (smaller track), an
obstacle and offroad course, an offroad motocross course,
a new classroom, two pedestrian bridges and much more.
Of course it’s always fun to be there, now it will be even
better!
Compass Expeditions and Jo Rust Adventures are pleased
to announce that Jo will be leading an incredible 16-day
tour through the motorcycling paradise of Peru.
The 2017 Jo Rust’s Peruvian Adventure is set to depart
from the lakeside city of Puno on the 25th of August and
travels via a hit-list of breathtaking highlights through
Peru before culminating in the capital, Lima, on the 9th
of September. Apart from the incredible roads through a
landscape of snow-capped peaks and jungle lined valleys,
the tour will visit the stunning lost city of Machu Picchu,
the mysterious Nazca Lines, Lake Titicaca and the floating
reed islands of Uros as well as the historical Incan Capital
of Cusco and will spend two nights in the Amazon Jungle at
a luxury river lodge.
Compass Expeditions have a talented and experienced
team based in South America and keep a fleet of
adventure bikes, including late model BMW GS models and
Triumph Tiger 800XCs, well maintained for the tours.
To reserve your spot of for more information about the
tour visit – http://www.compassexpeditions.com/tour/
short-adventures/explore-peru/
This just in from Aerostich: Recently we upgraded our
manufacturing equipment and procedures to allow the
introduction of NEW limited-edition colors! BLACK, GRAY
and HI-VIZ LIME YELLOW are continuing as always, but
traditional Red has just been replaced with a new limited
edition DARK OXBLOOD, and Blue has just been replaced
with a limited edition bright HI-VIZ ORANGE.
These two NEW COLORS: DARK OXBLOOD and HI-VIZ
ORANGE, are available now, and will continue to be
available for a limited time, for all standard Roadcrafter, R3
and Darien suits, jackets and pants.
Since its introduction back in 1967, the Bell Star has long
represented the standard in head protection. Revered as the
first full-face helmet on the market, the Bell Star inspired an
industry to pursue the science of head protection.
And now, Bell has released the Moto-9 Flex it’s the most
advanced helmet they’ve ever made, designed to manage
linear and rotational energy to the head in most impacts. It’s
setting a new standard in head protection.
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- Letter From The Editor -

WHAT’S KEEPING YOU FROM RIDING?
Today I had to go to town for some medical testing and a few other
errands. It was around fifty degrees so I grabbed a light jacket and the papers I needed and headed
out the door to the car. I never made it. I turned around and went back inside before I even closed
the door. You see, I had only ridden twice since March 2016.
It is a long story as I was unexpectedly diagnosed with a rare form of
lymphoma and had to get treatment immediately. I am quite sure there is no need to include the
details except to say that the treatment was entirely successful, and has
remained so. However the toll was steep and I slipped from over 200lbs of active hard working,
outdoors kind of guy to a frail and weak 150 lbs near skeleton that could barely carry my own
weight. So that was keeping me from riding.
As I recovered I was able to enroll in physical therapy and work toward the day when I could
ride again. I’ve been riding since I was eight years old and really couldn’t imagine not being able to.
In fact, being a retired tech I began to design in my mind a V8 powered trike in case I couldn’t hold
up a two wheeler. I figured if I had to I’d build it from scratch like I did my chopper.
But on this day I got some gear and got a bike out (my 2000 Kawasaki Voyager XII) and rode
off into the sunshine. For only the third time since March I forgot the aches and pains, the facial
paralysis I was left with, all the other nagging side effects and physical ailments and just filled my
spirit with a heaping helping of the good times rolling! After a few minutes I reached down and
turned on the stereo. Tom Petty came on the station and the song was “Running Down A Dream”.
Later, after several stops it was time to head home. I felt good. I felt
energized and so I decided to take the long way home. I figured I’d weave some of my favorite local
roads into the ride and be home in about an hour or so. After all, I still had to be careful not to
overdo it. I was still pretty weak.
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- EDITORIAL At one point I was riding through a mature apple orchard that was split by the paved road
and other than the sky that was the entire view. And what a view it was! Just picture the lush green
semi deep grass, the barren rows of trees, the road stretching out ahead as it squiggles left and right.
About 30 mph or so is a good smooth cruise that will require you to pick your lines and stick to them.
Any faster and you’re working and any slower somehow seemed to be a waste.
And all the while the sun is shining down on you full strength from a completely clear section of sky.
That piece of sky is partially surrounded by pure white clouds against a deep blue background and
they look like river rocks arraigned in a smooth flat horizontal pattern like some kind of ethereal
amphitheater! You’re lined up with the sun on center stage. The warmth feels good and it feels like
healing too.
As you motor on, the cosmic universe continues to smile at you and the radio station doesn’t suck
at all and the sun begins to say goodnight and paints those clouds in all the colors of natures beauty.
And you know. You just know deep inside, you would not be there, right there right then if you had
just hopped in that car and drove to town.
So I ask again, what is keeping you from riding?
Just keep asking yourself.
Mark McGhee

Motorcycle
Campground For
Sale
Turnkey &
Affordable
Contact Our Agent
The Campground
Connection
At
(616) 532-4835

GET PUBLISHED!
Send your stories,
articles, comics,
pictures, poems etc
and if we like it we’ll
publish it in our
magazine!

SPECIAL NOTICE
We are seeking a
woman rider to
do a column.

AMSOIL
www.oil.somd.
biz.
866.6am.soil
Car, Truck, Van
Motorcycle &
ATV - UTV OILS!

Jay Hansen
Ask about discounts and

free shipping!

March/April 2017

7

While the custom bagger scene is still very popular there is another scene I’ve been keeping my eye
on. The “Basic Bagger” as I’ve come to call them. They simply appear to be modest and sparse yet
often pack bluetooth, awesome headlights, massive breaks, sophisticated suspension, modern fuel
delivery systems and of course
comfy two up riding positions.
For 2017 Harley Davidson, The
Motor Company has apparently
been eyeballing this as well. Just
drop an eyeball on this latest
model. It has everything I just
mentioned or you can add it via
the catalog. I spent about an
hour online building one and
it seemed like only minutes.
Of course the aftermarket
guys undoubtedly have lots of
things ready to go. Air cleaners,
exhausts, aux lights, grips,
levers, seats... you get the idea
or already know the drill . You
can festoon this baby up like a
Mummers Parade float or keep
it subtle, crisp and cool. It’s
up to you. Me, I like it as is. I’d
want Bluetooth, some tunes, a
removable fairing, a front fender flap, aux driving lights...wow I’m building it again!
Back to business. It has low profile hand-adjustable emulsion-technology rear shock absorbers with
15% more pre-load adjustment. Up front it features new suspension technology that works like
a race style cartridge fork but has linear damping characteristics for a smooth ride and reduced
weight. When it is time to stop, it has Reflex linked brakes with ABS. Take a look at that front brake
and wheel. That wheel and tire will hold true under the heaviest braking this bike can create. It has
gloss-black turbine cast-aluminum wheels; a 19-inch 130
up front and a 17-inch 180 out
back. It weighs in at a mere 781
lbs. The Milwaukee Eight 107 is
paired with Harley’s ESPFI (electronic fuel injection) and a six
speed trans. The top gear is a
relaxed 2.87 ratio. All this helps
deliver the claimed 45mpg.
When you couple that with the
six gallon old school style fuel
tank you can ride until you have
permant smile cramps or about
270 miles per fill up. I’m putting
in my request now for a long
term test unit. I hope it arrives
filled up!
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NEW FEATURES COMING SOON!
• MOTORCYCLE TIMES IS LOOKING FOR A FEMALE MOTORCYCLIST TO
WRITE A COLUMN SPECIFICALLY FROM THAT POINT OF VIEW. IF YOU ARE
INTERESTED RESPOND VIA EMAIL
• WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO START A GARAGE PAGE. SEND IN YOUR PHOTOS
AND A COUPLE PARAGRAPHS DESCRIBING HOW AND WHY IT IS WHAT IT IS.
THE INTENT IS TO SEE WHAT WORKS SO WE ALL HAVE A BETTER GARAGE!
• ALONG THE SAME LINES, LET’S START A TOOL REVIEW. IF YOU HAVE OR
MADE A TOOL YOU THINK EVERYONE SHOULD BUY OR MAKE SEND IN
SOME PHOTOS AND A DESCRIPTION.
• PROJECTS/HOMEBUILT WE WANT TO MAINTAIN OUR GRASSROOTS.
SEND US WHATEVER YOU ARE WRENCHING, RESUSITATING, RECYCLING OR
TORTURING BECAUSE YOU REFUSE TO GIVE UP OR JUST LOVE IT TO DEATH.
• CLASSIFIEDS. SIMPLE THREE LINE ADS FOR MOTORCYCLES AND PARTS.
ONLY. NO PERSONALS, ETC. WE ARE A FAMILY ORIENTATED MAGAZINE.
• WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING TO PUBLISH YOUR FAMILY ORIENTED PHOTO
STORIES ABOUT RIDES, EVENTS, PLACES TO GO...WHATEVER!
SEND IN YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS! USE
OUR EMAIL (BELOW) AND BE SURE
TO SAY WE HAVE YOUR PERMISSION
TO USE IT. YOU MIGHT GET PAID!
MJMPUBLISHING2017@GMAIL.COM

March/April 2017
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MID-ATLANTIC

EVENTS CALENDAR

We want to list EVERY motorcycle event in Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, D.C., Virginia and West Virginia. If you have an upcoming
event, please send the details to mjmpublishing2017@gmail.com and add us to your mailing list. MT Event listings are free and include
an online listing. Check out our online calendar at WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM for updates and additional events! (Please Note: We
reserve the right not to list an event at our discretion, without explanation.)
Event details may change or be incomplete—we encourage you to call ahead for info.

Daytona Bike Week! Friday, March 10, 2017 - Sunday, March 19, 2017

Florida Daytona Bike Week Motorcycle Rally is one of the biggest motorcycle events in the country
with over 500,000 motorcycles rolling into Daytona in the spring for Bike Week. There is something
for everyone including, old school biker parties, motorcycle races, concerts, bike games, people
games and more. This is one Motorcycle Rally you don’t want to miss. Check the Official Daytona
Beach Bike Week website for more info!

Myrtle Beach Bike Week 2017 - Spring Rally Friday, May 12, 2017 - Sunday,
May 21, 2017 “The Carolina’s Largest Motorcycle Event”

Motorcycle Rally & Tours on the Grand Strand of SC. The Loop Tour, Myrtle Beach Bike Week® Coastal
Motorcycle Tours, Bike Nights, Bike Shows, Wine Tours, Stunt Shows, Vendors, Entertainment,
Attractions, Event Merchandise & Much More. Vendors,live music...MUCH MORE!

PENNSYLVANIA

7th Annual Modern Classics Motorcycle Show Friday, March 3, 2017 Saturday, March 4, 2017 Boyertown, Pa. The Modern Classics show will celebrate its 7th year

in 2017! Our regionally acclaimed indoor motorcycle show features 100 iconic and rare motorcycles
from the 1960s, 70s, 80s, and early 90s.
2 GREAT EVENTS!
THE KICKSTART PARTY : FRIDAY NIGHT MARCH 3, 2017 7 PM - 10 PM
Again in 2017 The Modern Classics will include the Friday evening Kickstart Party. With music, the full
selection of 100 Modern Classic Motorcycles, moto art, light fare and beer! Get there early! Tickets
are limited! These limited tickets also include Saturday’s show! (continued)
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- EVENTS CALENDAR (continued) THE MODERN CLASSICS - THE MAIN EVENT SATURDAY MARCH 4, 2017 7 PM - 10 PM
The Modern Classics follows up with the critically acclaimed one-day show on Saturday from 9am
until 5pm. The Quckest and The Fastest! is the featured class for 2017. We celebrate a selection of
bikes that were known as the fastest production bikes and some Drag Race bikes from back in the
days!

Harrisburg SuperSwap 2016 Motorcycle Swap Meet & Expo Sunday, March 5,
2017 from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM Harrisburg’s Annual Indoor Motorcycle Showcase & Swap
Meet. Door Prize & Cash Awards & Trophies for Custom Bikes. Adults: $15.00, Under 16 yrs: Free.
Farm Show Complex, 2301 North Cameron Street, Harrisburg, Pa, 17110 Contact Phone 315-4727931

Motorcycle Swap Meet Sunday, March 12, 2017 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM American Legion #952 ALR Hookstown, Pa
Swap meet for all types, models, and years of motorcycles. Shop Accessories, jewelry and parts. Food available. $5
admission fee. Free parking. Money to be used to benefit the ALR #952 Riders to support events for Veterans.
Reading Motorcycle Club Bike Blessing Saturday, April 1, 2017 10:00 AM, Bike Blessing Open to the Public. Reading
Motorcycle Club clubhouse,208 Jefferson Street, Oley, Pa, 19547
LVBSMC, Bike Blessing Saturday, April 8, 2017 from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Lehigh Valley Buffalo Soldiers MC. Greater
Shiloh Church,403 Pastor Fred Davis Street, Easton, Pa. 18042.
Antique Motorcycle Club of America National Meet Friday, April 28, 2017 - Saturday, April 29, 2017. An antique-bike
show rivaling the country’s best museum exhibits. Oley, Pa. (610) 948-4553 Email oleyfleamarket@comcast.net
www.antiquemotorcycle.org/index.php?page=nat-l-meets-road-runs

MARYLAND

Frosty Balls Poker Run Lynx MC Sunday, March 5, 2017 from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. A good old fashioned 5 stop

poker run on a great bunch of highways and back roads in northern Maryland and south Pennsylvania. Good Food,
new and old friends, cash prizes for best hands will make this a great day to get out on the road. Be prepared for
about 80-90 miles of fun. Towne Grill & Pub, 1006 Joppa Farm Rd, Joppatowne, Maryland, 21085.
River Rat’s Revenge Chili Cook-off Saturday, March 11, 2017 from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Williamsport, MD HOG
Chapter presents Chili Cook-off and tasting competition! Set-up at 11 AM, tasting begins at 11:30, winner announced
at 1:00 PM. Prizes awarded for 1st and 2nd best chili as voted by the tasters, based on color, aroma, consistency,
taste, and aftertaste. 1st prize: $50 gift card to Williamsport Harley-Davidson. 2nd prize: $25 gift card. $5 entrance fee
and $5 HOG Chapter donation for
tasting. Williamsport HOG Chapter
50/50 raffle, and USO donations.
Harley-Davidson® of Williamsport
Your Exclusive
10210 Governor Lane Blvd. Ste #2004
Ifonda otorcyCle &
Williamsport, MD 21795
Power Equipment Dealer
Phone: (301) 223.1800 Mike Pearson.
•

I’m With Grizz Ride/Poker Run

Saturday, March 25, 2017 from 10:00
AM to 4:00 PM. The Hogs and Heroes
Foundation. A Ride and Poker Run
to benefit Fisher House at Walter
Reed Military Medical Center. $20.00
Riders $10.00 Passenger. After Party
at Renegade Classics of Annapolis
Live Music, Food, Vendors and Prizes.
FREE Event Shirt to the first 50!
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EVENTS - Maryland - continued -

Spring Open House At Chesapeake Cycles Party and Ride! Saturday, April 1, 2017 from 9:00 AM to 4:00
PM. Spring open House and knife sharpening, Free food, jacket trade in offer, ride after store closes
at 4pm. 104 Defense Hwy, Annapolis MD 21401 Contact 410-266-0015 - Brad or Jenniffer Email: brad.
swartswelder@chesapeakecycles.com

Blessing of the Bikes Saturday, April 8, 2017 11:30 AM. Our friends the Black Jacket Cruizers are hosting a Blessing
of the Bikes here at Battley Harley-Davidson/Battley Cycles. The event begins at 11:30am with free food. The blessing
takes place at 1pm. Join the Black Jacket Cruizers on a ride afterwards at 2pm. Everyone is welcome!
Location: Battley Cycles, 7830 Airpark Rd, Gaithersburg, Maryland, 20879
Season Start Open House Bob’s BMW Motorcycles Saturday, March 25, 2017 9AM-4PM All makes and
models are invited. Watch and learn and get all of your questions answered on the spot by our Master Certified
Techs. Food, prizes, special savings, and the all the latest 2017 motorcycles, accessories, and apparel! Visit
bobsbwm.com for complete details.
IDBL 20th Annual Spring Nationals Friday, April 21, 2017 - Sunday, April 23, 2017. This Is Motorcycle Drag
Racing! The 2017 International Drag Bike League (IDBL) tour will include five events with four taking place at its
flagship location, Maryland International Raceway (MDIR), and the addition of a race at Rockingham Dragway.
Maryland International Raceway, 27861 Budds Creek Rd, Mechanicsville, Maryland, 20659 Phone 301-884-9833
www.raceidbl.com

Sport Bike Day Bob’s BMW Motorcycles Saturday, April 1 9am-4pm All makes, models, and
enthusiasts welcome! Guest Speakers: Roger Lyle of MotorcycleXcitement Track Days & Road
Racing School presenting Track Days: Start to Finish, Everything You Need To Know and Pro
MotoAmerica Racer, Jeremy Cook #81 presents Tech Tips and Racing 101. Food, prizes, special
savings, and more. www.bobsw.com
Spring Open House Bob’s BMW Motorcycles Saturday, April 29, 9AM-4PM
Bob’s biggest event of the year! Riders and enthusiasts of all makes and models are invited to
meetup for our Spring Open House! Product Reps & Vendors, Seminars & Speakers, Special Sales,
Food, Prizes, and more! Complete details coming soon! Visit bobsbmw.com.
DELAWARE

Motorcycle Swap Meet Saturday, April 8, 2017 from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM. American Legion Riders, Post 137,

Invites you to our Annual Motorcycle Swap Meet. Street Bikes, Dirt Bikes, Quads , Parts & Gear, Food & Beverages will
be available for purchase, Several Raffles and a 50/50 drawing. Free Admission! Tables are $20.00 for Vendors.
Come on out and kick off the riding season with some new stuff, sell some old stuff and hangout with your friends!
404 Cold Stream Rd. Capon Bridge, WEST VIRGINIA, 26711. Phone 540.254.0007 Email: samiam0007@gmail.com
Ride to the Tide Sunday, April 23, 2017 9:00 AM. Delaware Blue Knights & Delaware Law Enforcement for Special
Olympics. Fundraising event sponsored by Delmarva Power and supported by Jake’s Seafood House, Rommel HarleyDavidson, Delmarva Broadcasting Company, WBOC-16 and Fox 21 Delmarva. Hundreds take part in a police-escorted
ride from Smyrna to Rehoboth Beach, in support of Special Olympics Delaware. The ride ends at Jake’s Seafood
House in Rehoboth Beach at 1 p.m., where bikers and passengers will enjoy a complimentary lunch. Phone: 302-8313482 - Lisa, Email: lismith@udel.edu Web: www.sode.org/fundraisers/ride-to-the-tide/

VIRGINIA

Cycle Gear Bike Night Thursday, March 2, 2017 from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM, Come out and enjoy great food,
refreshments, vendors, and raffles! Cycle Gear 1547 E Little Creek Road Norfolk, VIRGINIA, 23518
Event URL
blog.cyclegear.com/events/
continued
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continued

Big O Bike Shop LLC Sponsors Weekly Bike
Nights Thursday, March 2, 2017 from 5:00 PM to

9:00 PM. Come join us weekly for some local fun while
supporting local charities and this local business. This
event will be every Thursday in 2017 (except May 25th)
5pm-9pm at El Rodeo Restaurant 203 Lansdowne Road,
Fredericksburg, VA 22401. A new charity to support each
month, 50/50 raffles each week to support the charity.
Free giveaways. Contact 703-963-0697 Big O aka Darin
or Kerry O, Email: bigobikeshop@gmail.com
Navy SEAL Tribute Ride Saturday, April 8, 2017
8:00 am. Depart 10:30am. This is a charity memorial
ride for fallen seals and directly benefits the Navy SEAL
Foundation. 1 1/2 hour ride ends at Barry’s on Walnut
Island Grandy, NC where riders can enjoy Barry’s Bike
Rally! Start: Jager’s Beach Bar & Grill, 1479 General
Booth Blvd, Virginia Beach, Va. Phone: 252-453-2261
Email: barry@walnutisland.com

Shenandoah Valley Motorcycle Expo

Saturday, April 8 - Sunday, April 9, 2017. Indoor heated
Motorcycle Expo. Admission: $10, free parking.
Motorcycle Show- Cycles from Mild to Wild, Live
entertainment, Vendors, Dealers, Detailers, Swap Meet
Bikini Contest, Tattoo Contest. jwilkins@wwmotorsports.
com to enter or be Vendor. Shenandoah County
Fairgrounds, (I-81: Exit 283) 300 Fairground Rd.
Woodstock, VIRGINIA, 22664. 540-533-7913 - Jeff
Wilkins, Email: jwilkins@jwwmotorsports.com

Ride your bike on the Right Tracks !
It’s Safer and More FUN than you can imagine !
From street rider to racer, our programs and friendly
coaches will teach you how to handle the curves !
Have FUN at the track day, improve your skills with
hours of instruction and quality track time !
We proudly conduct our track days and schools at
Summit Point Motorsports Park, WV, one hour from
DC and Baltimore, and NCBIKE in Garysburg, NC !

Learn to be a racer ! Take our Road Racing School !
Accredited by CCS, WERA, AHRMA

Run for the Son Motorcycle and Car Show

Saturday, April 29, 2017 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
3rd Annual Run For The Son Motorcycle Show. New this
year we are allowing cars in the show. This show is for
every type of bike. So bring them out. All money raised
will go to the CMA charities. Top 25 awards plus best of
Show, Best Paint, and Best Engine. Professionally judged
by G.S.Grifana Carshows Inc. Look us up on Facebook
at Run For The Son Motorcycle Show. 6499 Market Dr.
Gloucester, VA 23061. Tractor Supply parking lot.
Phone: 757-561-0210 - Tim Ratliff
Email: t.ratliff@jaxwaxva.com
Va Tech Hogs4Hokies Spirit Ride Saturday, April 29,
Join the “HOKIE HOG” on the last Saturday in April
every year for the annual Hokie Spirit ride to VA Tech.
We support the 32 Memorial Endowments in memory
of the 32 lost on April 16, 2007.BENEFITS THE VA
TECH FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND “32 VICTIMS.
Multiple starting locations in VA. See event website for
locations. Contact Phone: 703-999-7880 Web:
hogs4hokies.org/regform.php

Speed of Life Photography

March 25
March 26

Sat
Sun

NCBIKE
NCBIKE

April 22
April 23
April 24

Sat
Sun
Mon

Shenandoah
Summit Point
Summit Point

May 1

Mon

Pitt Race

May 13
May 14

Sat
Sun

Shenandoah
Shenandoah

Mother’s Day

May 20
May 21

Sat
Sun

NCBIKE
NCBIKE

+ Racing School

+ Racing School
+ Racing School

Learn to ride smooth, safe and fast !

Go to MotorcycleXcitement.com
Roger Lyle 301-933-2599
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ALL BENT OUT OF SHAPE
Today was one of those late-winter days that feel just
like late April: perfect in every sense of the word . . .
except that it was also my deadline day and I needed
to write this column. I just hate when that happens,
especially when it follows, as it always seems to, on the
heels of a string of foul weather. Here was the perfect
day for a ride, but I needed to write and my muse
was missing in action, adrift on the breeze of this fine
morning. So, being without a subject, I figured the best
way to find one would be to take a ride and chase my
muse.
Once I caught up with her, I could return inspired and write, making this a seemingly selfsolving problem. Yes, a perfect solution on a perfect day, but the morning in the garage
presented me with harsh realities that bent my day all to heck.
Despite how it felt outside, it really was late winter and the weather had truly been way too
rotten for riding for weeks. During that time, I had done the only logical thing to stem my cabin
fever: I worked on projects in the garage near the resting bikes, which were happily snoozing
on the battery tenders while I kept my idle hands busy. In the course of those weeks, I did all
sorts of stuff—I reorganized things and I even cleaned the workbenches from the top right
down to the hidden corners underneath.
BEER BLASTER
BREAD

1 cup whole wheat flour
1 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 cup wheat bran
3 tablespoons sugar
2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground cumin
2 jalapenos, seeded and minced
1 bunch scallions, trimmed and
minced
One 12-ounce dark beer
1 cup shredded mild cheddar
cheese
www.motorcycletimes.com

1.
Preheat the oven to 400ºF. Grease a 1
1/2-quart loaf pan.
2.
In a large mixing bowl, combine both
flours, the wheat bran, sugar, baking powder,
baking soda, salt, and cumin, whisking everything
together well.
2.
In a medium-size mixing bowl, combine
the jalapenos, scallions, and beer. Pour the beer
mixture into the flour mixture and stir until just
moistened; do not overmix. Fold in the cheddar
cheese.
3.
Transfer the batter to the prepared loaf
pan. Bake until golden brown and a toothpick
inserted into center comes out clean, 35 to

40 minutes. Let cool 5 to 10 minutes before
slicing.

When I ran out of stuff to do in the garage, I went after the blizzard of stuff that accumulates
in my office. By the time I had finished the office, I had effectively transferred a bunch of stuff
back to my garage and the workbenches, ready for the next round of tinkering and cabinfever treatment. Then this morning arrived and as Gomer Pyle would say, “Surprise, surprise,
surprise!”
The garage was a cluttered mess. It had been weeks since I had used the Road King, so doing
a safety check was the first order of business. But before I could do that, I had to clear things
away enough to get access to the bike. Then I had to find the tire gauge and get the tire inflator
attached to the air hose. After that, I had to wait for the compressor to fill; that air-blaster tool
sure was useful when I cleaned the garage weeks ago. Just wish I had disconnected it before
it bled the tank empty. Finally, after the safety check was complete and the tires properly
inflated, I remembered that my new insurance policy ID cards were still in the office.
Once I had the new insurance IDs in hand and opened the TourPak to swap cards, I realized I
should check to make sure that I had my cold-weather gear—best to be prepared in case the
temperatures dropped while I was out, as they tend to do on unseasonably warm winter days.
That is when I found that, quite a few times during those weeks of foul weather and cabinfever projects, I had decided that the perfect tool for a job at hand was living in the bike. I had
repeatedly raided the bike’s tool kit, moving things back to the shop that I had packed on the
bike during the last riding season.
At times like these, I often think that I should buy a second or third one of a particularly
useful tool—keep one on the bench and one on each bike. I just never seem to get around
to purchasing them later. But years of experience have taught me that having the right tools
on the bike can save the day. And the right emergency parts and jury-rigging materials. And
flashlights with spare batteries, and bulbs, too, if you are truly wise. Murphy’s Law will bite you
if you don’t travel prepared. These mechanical conveyances we call motorcycles have a funny
way of shaking things loose while riding, or needing adjustments far from any available tool
chest or services facility. Worse yet, they sometimes succumb to sudden surges of gravity, even
when parked, seemingly safely, at roadside eateries and gas stations. In all these cases, having
the right tool can prevent you from mangling expensive parts. Or just help you make the bike
capable of being ridden home when things get all bent out of shape.
In any case, I never did get to take that ride today—by the time I got the bike ready, the sky
had begun to darken and my muse drifted back in on a breeze carrying the fragrance of rain.
Then “Shazam!” I had my column.
I love the taste of beer so much that I keep advocating for beer to considered its own food
group. While drinking and riding is just plain stupid, cooking with beer is an act of genius. And
baking with beer, well, once you smell this bread baking, you will know that they should award
a Nobel Prize for beer breads.
Column copyright Bill Hufnagle 2017. Recipe reprinted with permission from “BIKER BILLY’S
HOG WILD ON A HARLEY COOKBOOK”, published by Harvard Common Press, Boston copyright
Bill Hufnagle 2003.
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One Man’s Scrambler - The Best of
Both Worlds

completing a build for less than $1000 and the
UJM Japanese models of the 60s, 70s, and 80s fit
the bill perfectly.
At 70 years of age, Mort Milne looks at least
After searching and finding on Craigslist someone
ten years his junior and those “youngsters “are
who’s interest in XS650s had waned, he purchased
the fellow motorcyclists he rides with. He can
two runners, three spare engines, and four crates
still go on the road all day without complaint
of parts for $1400, sold one runner and a spare
and is usually asking for more when those
engine to a friend for $600, sold the good spare
younger riders are pleading to turn around for
engine for $350, sold an extra set of carbs for
home. It probably helps that he hits the gym
$100 and was then way below the $1000 level
several times a week to keep himself long and
that defines a true hipster build giving him plenty
lean, but whatever the reasons it’s obvious his
of room to customize the look and work on the
motorcycling flame stills burns bright.
suspension. After stripping his XS and laying
Mort began his scrambler project with a Yamaha
out all the parts on his garage floor he decided
XS650 parallel twin because he liked the look of
to add back only the parts necessary to make
the engine and he felt he could build a “function
it legally ride-able. He envisioned a high-piped,
over form” scrambler to create just what he
wire-wheeled, fat-tired, flat-barred, minimalistic,
wanted – a bike that combined his love of road
stealthy scrambler. He decided his first fabrication
and off-road riding. Those shiny new $14,000
was something he always wanted – a bike with an
“Adventure” bikes don’t look so pretty all
exhaust system inspired by the one on the VR1000
scratched and pitted from off-road riding and
Britten – an early 90s road racer. It didn’t hurt
those shiny new $8,000
that the Britten was also built in a home garage by
“Scrambler” models aren’t known as being very
the New Zealand design genius he admired - John
road worthy for long, so they were ruled out.
Britten.
He couldn’t find a bike that would comfortably
The pipe fabrication started with an XS650 Bobber
carve two-lane roads for a couple of hours then
pipe kit for the exhaust flanges and several trips to
just as comfortably head onto the dirt and gravel
the local auto parts store for the 1-1/2” galvanized
roads he loved to travel on too – so he built one
exhaust pipe sections he needed for just the right
that he didn’t have to worry about putting some
bends. After much arranging and rearranging he
wear and tear on.
tack-welded the pieces in place and took them to
In the early 1980s, the XS650 was the bike
a friend for final welding and then coated them
that helped Yamaha temporarily become the
with DHT baked-on silver ceramic coating. The
world’s largest motorcycle manufacturer with
final touch was affixing one of the spare XS650
its “Special” versions of this model. Those first
mufflers with the dual inlet and the honeycombed
Japanese cruiser models started a revolution in
end cap. That completed the look he wanted.
American motorcycling that continues to this
day and the XS650 had a huge following through
the 1990s until their original owners faded away.
After being forgotten for a couple of decade,
those XS650s received renewed attention when
the bobber and scrambler trends reignited and
Milennials went looking on Craigslist for XS650s
that were no longer wanted and therefore,
cheap. These hipsters prided themselves on
March/April 2017
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Mixing and matching parts from England, India,
and beyond, including adding the spare 38mm
carbs from an earlier XS, fabricating a skidplate
from aluminum sheet, adding chrome, black-onwhite gauges from Mike’s XS, mini turn signals
and stop/parking lights, an aftermarket electronic
ignition, Progressive fork springs, shocks, and
fork emulators, he then had a friend jet the carbs
to perfection. He says it was a fun build except
for the electrical and charging systems. Sorting
them out was “a headache”. Eight months from
start to finish, Mort’s “Re-cycle” scrambler is just
what he imagined it would be. With its calculated
390-pound wet weight and an estimated 55
smooth and quick-revving rear wheel horsepower,
it’s nothing less than a smile-inducing blast to ride.
The spare King and Queen seat was cut down into
a flat and wide tank-hugging perch in true TT form
that allows the rider to move forward over the
gauges for front wheel bite in the dirt and to keep
the front end from rising too far on the street.
The low bars position the rider elbows-out like a
flat-tracker and the 16-inch rear wheel gives it a
low, confidence-inspiring, stance that makes it so
flickable it lightens the front wheel out of every
ess-turn, leaps off evey corner, and pulls hard no
matter which of the five gears you choose. On the
short chutes, it attains speeds that don’t seem
possible for a thirty-six year old, 650cc motorcycle.
Modern fuel-injection engineers should take
notes on how this bike runs and anyone who
rides Mort’s scrambler would never settle for
the glitches in today’s FI bikes. In the dirt, it feels
like a 55-horsepower XT350 and on the road like
a hotted-up RD350. It’s quicker-steering than a
Ducati 860GT and smoother than a Norton 850
Commando and feels like it would result in a
photo finish between the four of them.
Mort’s only regret is not getting into off-road
riding sooner than his fifth decade. Today he fills
his winters with motorcycle restoration projects
and his spring, summer, and fall weekends with
motorcycle meets. Now that he’s retired, what’s
18
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missing are fellow riders available during the
week (almost all the riders in his local group are
still working) to explore the roads he hasn’t yet
met. Mort says his next project might be a MotoGuzzi or a DR650, but definitely something that
“requires some imagination”. In the meantime he
has his Re-cycle Scrambler to enjoy. If you see a
rider flying down a twisty two-laner then veering
off onto a gravel road without any change in
speed you may want to try and run him down - if
you can. It just might be Mort.
-Bankroad Bob

e

WEST VIRGINIA

American Legion Riders, Post 137 Annual Motorcycle Swap Meet Saturday, April 8, 2017 from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Street Bikes, Dirt Bikes, Quads , Parts & Gear! If it has to to with riding, its welcome! Food & Beverages will be
available for purchase, Several Raffles and a 50/50 drawing. Event is free for shoppers. Tables are $20.00 for Vendors.
Kick off the riding season with some new stuff, sell some old stuff and hangout with your friends!
American Legion Post 137, 404 Cold Stream Rd. Capon Bridge, West Virginia, Zip 26711. Phone: 540-254-0007 Sam

LATE BREAKING NEWS

DELAWARE ABATE OF DELAWARE SUSSEX COUNTY Chili Cook-Off, Saturday, March 25, 2017 12noon to 4p
East Sussex Moose Lodge, 35933 Zion Church Rd, Frankford, DELAWARE, 19974, Phone: 302-732-3429
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! Participants open at 10a for set up. Just $5.00 to enter your own chili! Admission $7.50
includes bowl and spoon for tatsting. Voting at 3pm, 1st, 2nd & 3rd place ! Door prizes every hour!
INLAND MOTORSPORTS AND MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET SUNDAY APRIL 2ND 8A-1P 36668 DUPONT BLVD,
SELBYVILLE,DE 19975, 302-436-4600 EMAIL: INFO@ATVPLUS.NET
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- ALWAYS A HEADWIND -

Ron Gray - 50 Years a TTer
Text & Photos by Robert H. Miller, www.backroadbob.com

When it comes to the Isle
of Man TT Races, it seems 99%
of American motorcyclists say
they want to go, but it also seems
that 99% of them never do. The
numbers are a little different for
European riders, but not by much.
Even English riders don’t get over
there as often as you’d think and
if they do they don’t stay long three or four days usually. When
the action lasts for two weeks
(a week of practice and a week
of racing), it’s hard to get the
complete TT experience in less
than seven days, especially when
racing during TT week is normally
scheduled only on Saturday,
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.
The Isle of Man was never an
easy place to get to with its
limited air schedule from limited
airports (only Gatwick, London
City, Manchester, Birmingham,
and Dublin have direct service),
and its limited ferry service from
Belfast, Dublin, Heysham and
Liverpool. The year-in-advance
ferry reservation requirement if
you want to take your bike and
the limited number of hotel and
home stay (B&B) rooms only adds
to the hassle. Now, the price of
airfare ($1800) is what you would
spend for an entire week (airfare,
food, and lodging) twenty years
ago. The upside, though, is a big
one. As always, once you’re on the
Isle all the spectating is free.
20

Even with this bonus, very few
Americans go there more than
once and it’s rarefied atmosphere
to be in the presence of an
American spectator that’s been
there more than a few times,
but to be in the presence of a
motorcyclist who’s been there
fifty years in a row is truly aweinspiring. That motorcyclist was
Ron Gray.
Seeing him for the first time in
1997 needing a bit of assistance
stepping off the electric railway
that runs up to the top of Snaefell
Mountain was enough of a reason
to spring into action. In his Harris
when t sport coat with the suede
elbow patches, tweed British
cap, and sharply pressed woolen
trousers he was the epitome of
an English gentleman. He was
very thankful for the help from an
American who was twenty-eight
years junior to his sixty-seven and
on the Isle of Man for the first
time.
An afternoon spent with Ron
was like taking an Isle of Man
TT history lesson. He knew the
names of all the great racers for
the past fifty years, the classes
they ran in, and which races they
won. He was such a TT historian,
the organizers would contact
him to identify the racers in old
photos and then he would identify
everyone else in the photo too. He
was what you might call a Super
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Fan, but he called himself “just
an old pensioner who saves up his
pennies all year long for one more
trip to the TT”. One day, after the
races were done, we walked over
to the tea shop (Ron knew the
location of every one on the Isle)
that shares space with Murray’s
Motorcycle Museum, and now,
the Joey Dunlop Memorial on that
lonely and wind-swept mountain
top known as The Bungalow.
Ron was retired from his career
as a toy maker in a factory just
outside London. Not the plastic
injection molded kind of toy, but
the metal and wood kind handcrafted to last for generations.
Ron’s specialty was designing
World War II fighter planes and
you couldn’t argue with his
replicas’ accuracy because he was
there seventy years ago when
they were bombing London. He
kept a drafting table and drawing
tools in a room at his home in
case he was struck by inspiration
while away from work. It was
also where he added water
colors to the ink drawings he was
constantly making in the sketch
book he always carried at the TT.
The rest of that first TT week
went much too fast and although
Ron was spotted in the crowds,
there wasn’t another chance to
impart more wisdom to the TT
newcomer. Over the years, Ron
was good about keeping in touch

- ALWAYS A HEADWIND and sending Christmas cards, but it
wasn’t until ten years later, at the
2007 TT Centenary, that there was
another opportunity for tea. This
time it was at the shop behind the
Grandstands in Douglas at the TT
start/finish line. Those ten years
had been hard on Ron and despite
the occasional mention of his
health problems his appearance
was shocking. He had gone from
a spry gentleman to a frail, bent
elderly man with tired, cloudy
eyes, but with the same bright
smile.
This time the meeting was brief,
but there was a feeling to it that
made it necessary to meet with
him again on that trip. He was
staying with Philip, an official with
the TT, and Philip’s wife Mary
at their home atop Bray Hill on
Glencrutchery Road. At the door
of the English cottage, with its
sharply peaked roof and and high
hedge rows, Philip greeted me and
lead me inside to the sitting room
where Ron was settled into an
overstuffed Queen Anne chair.
We sat and we talked, interrupted
only by Mary’s frequent efforts to
refill our cups. She smiled broadly
every time we complimented her
tea and cakes. Philip was busy
with TT business, so that left the
now older, but still relative, TT
newcomer and the septuagenarian
to talk motorcycle talk. A sense of
urgency and a desire to spend as
much time with Ron as possible
were playing tug of war with the
interviewer. Ron reminisced about
his love of Ariel motorcycles and
the hundreds of thousands of

miles he rode on his Ariel Red
Hunters - a 350cc solo mount and
a 500cc with sidecar. His eyes lit
up as he told fascinating stories
of riding throughout England,
Scotland, Wales, Europe, and the
Isle of Man in the ‘40s, 50s, and
‘60s. The scribe listened intently
and scribbled notes furiously as
Ron recollected days spent with
his riding buddies, but sadness

filled his eyes when he related that
most of them were now gone.
In his weakened condition, it was
evident Ron went through a great
deal of effort and endured a great
deal of pain to come to the Isle
of Man and when asked why he
did it he replied, “I do it for all my
riding buddies who can’t be here.
You know, this is my fiftieth year
in a row coming to the TT. They’re
both promises I made to myself
long ago.”
An hour later, Philip and Mary
were leaving the house and
Ron was leaving with them. His
frequent dozing meant his entire
story would never be told, but
his passion for motorcycling
came through in every word he
spoke and that was all any fellow
motorcyclist really needed to
know.
He promised to send me a few
of his sketches after he finished
adding the colors and true to his
word they arrived that Christmas.
By chance or by intent, one sketch
was done from the exact spot I
had been standing later in the
week. Had Ron been watching?
We’ll never know, but what I do
know is that when I heard of his
passing I hoped I had friends like
that. Godspeed, Ron, Godspeed.
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- STREET SKILLS -

AVOID
The Intersection
Text by Jon DelVecchio

UPS was recently in the news for avoiding left turns on their delivery routes, primarily for fuel cost savings and
overall efficiency. Why can’t we apply the same logic to making our daily motorcycle commute safer?
Many of us prefer to enjoy our motorcycles on the back roads with little suburb or city traffic. However, lots
of riders commute to work or frequently take routine trips. It’s those rides where we might have an opportunity to
reduce crash risk in multi-vehicle mishaps--the dreaded left turning vehicle.
This may be a wild generalization, but what if effort was made to avoid as many intersections as possible while riding
your motorcycle? Purposefully bypassing intersections with heavy traffic alone might be worth considering, even if
that places you on two very lightly traveled crossroads as a result. If this theory works well enough to save UPS fuel,
on a large scale this practice could perhaps result in fewer motorcycle crashes. Just sayin’.
The intersection avoidance strategy doesn’t account for an increase in other risk factors along the way like
miles driven or deer strike areas. But wouldn’t it be an interesting area to explore? Especially given the Road to Zero
initiative is motivating us to come up with novel solutions to the age old problem of motorcycle crashes.
To be able to choose the route from A to B with the least intersections, a rider currently would have to do
the route planning manually and count. But this routing capability could be programmed into a smartphone app or
GPS pretty easily. And why stop with just intersection avoidance? Navigation software could make a “safer” routing
option available that takes into consideration various risk reduction parameters. This surely may not be the most fun
way to get to work. But it just may extend your riding career longer to enjoy those twisties throughout the mountains
and countryside on the weekends.

It took me 5 minutes to figure out which way to work had less intersections. I’m sure a GPS could do it in 5 seconds.
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$ Shop Tools $
OK , so most all of us know that sick feeling that grabs ahold of your gut right after the clutch
begins slipping. Will I make it home? How far is that? Who can I call besides Ghost Busters? Can I fix
it? Can I rig it? Can I coast on and off and make it home? How many stops can I avoid?
Oh yeah. Most of us are familiar with that, whether we have been decidedly ignoring the
constant cable adjustments or always having to add fluid...we usually just put it off right? Today we
are going to take a baby step toward remedying this clutching situation!
Certainly, one reason you aren’t about to take your bike’s clutch apart is a lack of specialty
tools. Another might be knowledge and or desire. Some are just fine paying a well trained and
lubricated technician to perform the various uglies their bikes require; and that is just fine with me.
However, if you don’t have the special tools, but do have the desire then consider making the
tools. One bike I worked on required a clutch holding tool that went for about $30.00 but I might
not ever need it again. So I grabbed one of the unsuspecting and burnt out steel clutch friction
plates and welded a long steel rod to it. Instant clutch holding tool! And I think it’s better because
the torque of the center nut is distributed evenly throughout the clutch basket as you loosen it!
Yes, you could just grab ahold of it and use an impact gun to rip it loose, but I’m not in favor
of a concentrated 200+ ft lbs of torque intermittently banging away on my trans parts. This way, we
know the clutch plate fits the basket and the handle allows the tool to be held steady or perhaps
even rest against something so you don’t have to hold onto it. By the way, you can save a few more
bucks with a $1.00 socket ground down to fit the center nut, like I did. See the picture. 
Take your time and look at it, you can make these
tools. I did.
DIY Clutch
Holder is only
an old steel
clutch plate
with a long
rod welded to
it. Use a beefy
screwdriver if
you want to
be fancy!

May 21, 2017
High Point Farm • Clarksburg, Maryland
Concours d’Elegance • Swap Meet
10 am – 4 pm • rain or shine
Admission $10 • Vendors from $25

Featured
Marque:

Grind a cheap
socket to
make the
center nut
special tool!
FOR ALL CLASSIC BRITISH & EUROPEAN MOTORCYCLES BUILT THROUGH 1983

S A N C T I O N E D

W W W.CL AS SICMOTORCYCLEDAY.ORG
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Motorcycle Fatalities Rise by 8.3% According to Recent
NHTSA Report
By Matt Danielson

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) announced the release of a report by the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) concerning traffic crashes and fatalities for 2015. Of particular
interest to motorcyclists is the fact that motorcycle fatalities rose 8.3% between 2014 and 2015. This
report comes roughly four months after a similar report was issued by the Governors Highway Safety
Administration (GHSA) which predicted a 10% rise in motorcycle fatalities for 2015.
While any increase in motorcycle fatalities is unwelcomed news, this latest report should not be met
with panic or knee jerk reactions. It is important to keep in mind that traffic fatalities as a whole rose
in 2015. According to the NHTSA report, traffic fatalities rose by 7.2%, with many segments of the
transportation community seeing larger increases than motorcyclists. Van-related fatalities rose by
9.3%, while SUV-related fatalities rose by 10.1%. Pedestrian fatalities rose by 9.5%, and pedalcyclingrelated fatalities rose
by 12.2%. It is also
important to point
out that the 2015
increase in motorcycle
fatalities comes after
two straight years in
which motorcyclists
saw decreases in
fatalities.
The report failed
to draw conclusions
as to the reason for
the rise in either
motorcycle fatalities
or traffic fatalities as a
whole. However, with
regard to motorcycle
fatalities, the NHTSA
report points out two
specific findings. One
is that all age groups
saw increases in
motorcycle fatalities
except for riders
nineteen and under;
they saw a decrease
of 8.7%. The other
issue specific to motorcycle fatalities concerns states with universal helmet laws versus those which
do not have such laws. The report states that 58% of those killed in states without universal helmet
laws were not wearing a helmet, compared to 8% in states with universal helmet laws. I am not sure
why NHTSA felt it was important to point that out. One would expect more un-helmeted fatalities in
states which allowed adults to choose whether or not to wear a helmet. Motorcyclists as a whole are
generally law abiding, and in the 19 states which require motorcyclists to wear helmets, we tend to
wear helmets. If NHTSA was attempting to draw a correlation between the lack of universal helmet
laws and the 2015 rise in motorcycle fatalities, it failed to effectively do so. The data does not support
such a correlation. According to this year’s GHSA report, 31 states saw motorcycle fatalities increase
while only 16 states saw a decrease. Of the 19 states which currently have a universal helmet law,
12 experienced an increase in motorcycle fatalities in 2015. Of the 16 states which saw a decrease in
motorcycle fatalities, only six have a universal helmet law. The other 10 either allow adults to make
their own choice or have no law at all. The sad truth is that motorcycle fatalities increased across
the board. So what does the NHTSA report mean? As far as this humble writer can tell, it means that
24
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2015 was a bad year for motorists in the United States. It means nothing more and nothing less. But
that does not mean that motorcyclists should do nothing. Regardless of whether motorcyclists see an
increase in fatalities as we have this year, or whether we see a decrease as we have in the past few
years, we should always be striving to improve motorcycle safety.
So here is a suggestion: If you have not taken a course to improve your skills in the past few (or 20
– you know who you are) years, sign up for one. There are great skills courses offered throughout
the country. If you are not a member of a state motorcycle rights organization which promotes
motorcycle awareness and education, consider finding one. Every state has them. All of us have an
interest in motorcycle safety. Let’s make it a priority. To go one step further, I’ll make each of you a
deal. In the next year, I will take at least one of the many motorcycle courses offered which helps
correct the bad habits that we all pick up, and which help us to hone the skills which can be critical
in surviving an emergency situation. I will also promise to take a more active role in promoting
motorcycle awareness and education. All I am asking is that you promise to do the same. If we all
agree to do this, not just in the next year but in all of the upcoming years, we may see fewer years
like 2015. You never know. The life you save may be your own – or mine.
Matt Danielson
McGrath, Danielson, Sorrell & Fuller
The Motorcycle Law Group
Motorcyclelawgroup.com
1-800-321-8968
Matt Danielson is a partner at the Motorcycle Law Group, a personal injury law firm whose attorneys all ride motorcycles and
represent clients in VA, WV, NC, SC and GA. - Ed.
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The All‑New 2017 Yamaha SCR950
With Classic Scrambler
looks the new SCR950 reminds
us of the Yamaha dirt bikes,
Scramblers and Enduros we
all grew up with. The lowprofile bench type seat, cool
simulated racing side number
plates, funky fork boots and
the classic tank paint blend
with the handlebars and the
speedo to really dig up the
memories. It’s mod-tech
meets classic scrambler style.
It’s not just about style
though. Yamaha chose that
kind of handlebar to give you
leverage for quicker steering
and a lighter feel. Coupled
with mid mounted footpegs
and the long seat allow the
rider to move easily to adapt
to changing riding styles for
changing terrain. Just like the
old Scramblers and Enduros
did. Hey, some old things were
pretty good as they were and
some were good enough to
bring back.
A classic style
double cradle frame
with sport geometry
provides quick, sure,
responsive handling
on any surface.
The front and rear
suspension systems
are basic, but tuned
to be a good trade
between comfort
and handling.
26
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Of course we must have
just the right exhaust, slightly
upswept and with a certain look
that is attractive and manages
to be useful for the intent of the
bike. It’s a 2-into-1 on the right
side with an upswept muffler
for better ground clearance and
a neighbor friendly tone.
Well, it may as well be a
bicycle without this part, it’s
got a 942cc air-cooled 60°
V-twin, single cam per, Yamaha’s
four valve per cylinder, pentroof heads (think modified
hemi) and 9.0:1 compression
ratio along with electronic fuel
injection. It can return up to
51mpg (est) and Yamaha says
it’s “ideal for exploring unpaved
roads off the beaten track and
powering out of tight corners.”
I say check out the bottom
picture. This engine is only
slightly oversquare so it should
be able to rev too. It’s got
100/90/19 front and 140/80/17
rear tires with modern enduro
tread. Disc brakes
front and rear and
belt- yes, belt- drive
round out the
running gear. She
only weighs 547
pounds and holds
3.47 gallons of
hooligan juice. Now,
where’s my red Bell
Star helmet?

March/April 2017
March/April 2017
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TIMONIUM 2017
Well what can I say about this show that hasn’t already been said so many times in past years?
Maybe it’s the perfect timing of it? Maybe we are all just...ready...for things to do with motorcycles
after a long dreary winter? Perhaps we have a feeling growing inside, getting more excited and coiling
up, building tension until finally the only way to be rid of it is to throw your leg over a couple dozen
motorcycles and look them overfrom that point of view. Bouncing on the suspension, squeezing the
brakes, feeling the tension in the throttle...sticking your tongue through your lips and making motor noises while spraying down the tank and instruments! Ok, maybe not that last part, people are
watching and yeah you probably brought along the sig other as well.
I’ll just let the pictures tell the story before I get carried away. I do want to say it seemed to me
to be at least as busy as any other year, perhaps a little more at certain times during the day. Everyone I spoke to was very nice, the venders knew their products in and out. There was everything from
patches, stickers, leathers, boots, a motorcycle hearse (!) to bicycles to a one wheeled motorcycle! It
was amazing and well worth my 2 hours travel time each way, each day to get there.

There were quite a few vintage bikes on hand, some restored and some modified. All were
exceptionally well done in my humble opinion. If I had to, I couldn’t pick just one to take home!

As I said, there was something for everyone. Custom Harley’s were definately represented!
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There was one booth that had a seat pad. I was reluctant to try it out but the wife hopped right on it. As she was sitting
down the man tossed his keys under her. I prepared myself for a shrill reaction and a punch or two. But nothing. I
peeked out from my tightly clenched eyelids and there she was, just sitting there! When she got up he told her to look,
she saw the keys and said “WOW I didn’t even feel that!” Then he lifted the pad and there were several pieces of angle
iron under it. I had to try this myself! Idid. I couldn’t feel it. This is the perfect gift for a motorcyclist! Or maybe even for
someone you know who gets all butt hurt now and again! Alas I lost his card, and the pictures were blurry. If you have
his information please forward it to me.

Check out this pair of Ducatti Scramblers! Lean and
muscled. Look at those exhausts and you can just
about hear the howl as you come sliding out of a
deserted corner on a dirt road in Nowhere, Usa!
Always ride responsibly and wear safety protection, etc.

Signed by the man himself! John Penton!

And there was more, so much more. A cool little
Yamaha GT80 almost exactly like the one I lusted
after as a kid. An old Apple Green Honda Atc 90.
I was glad I had the time to go Saturday and
Sunday, you really need both days to experience
it all. Then I was kind of wandering and I met
this lady, she has her learners permit and will be
buying soon. April from Kennets Square, Pa.
Good luck to you April, you
are about to embark on a most
wonderful journey no other
vehicle can hope to compare.
End
March/April 2017
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ADVERTISERS INDEX

We greatly appreciate the support
our advertisers have provided.
Without them, the MOTORCYCLE
TIMES couldn’t be FREE—in fact,
it couldn’t be, period. We ask our
readers to support those who have
supported us, and please let them
know you saw their ads in the
MOTORCYCLE TIMES.
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British & European Classic
Motorcycle Day
Campground For Sale
Dutrow’s Sales & Service
Heyser Cycles
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Jay Irwin Block
Law Offices of
Tom McGrath
MotorcycleXcitement
Ride For Kids
Twigg Cycles

2
7
23
7
11
32
27
29
13
31
5

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Motorcycle Times Renewal Subscription Form
Remember, the Motorcycle Times is FREE at mid-Atlantic motorcycle retailers. If your favorite shop or other establishment doesn’t
carry the MT, or runs out too quickly, please have them call us for plenty of FREE copies. If you prefer home delivery, fill out this
form and mail it, with your check, to: Seven16 Media, 2363 Putnam Ln., Crofton, MD 21114.
Please Print Clearly

NAME: ____________________________________

o

I have enclosed $16 for six (6) bulk-mail issues.

ADDRESS: _________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

o

I have enclosed $22 for six (6) 1st class mail issues.

o

International - I have enclosed $30 for a subscription
going to an address outside of the continental US.

PHONE OR EMAIL: __________________________
NOTE: _____________________________________
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Subscriptions begin with next bulk mailing (1st class subscribers may request otherwise). Issues come out every-other,
month beginning on or about New Years Day.

PHILADELPHIA

BALTIMORE/WASHINGTON

The Event Center by Cornerstone
46 N. Sugan Road
New Hope, PA 18938

Turf Valley Resort
2700 Turf Valley Road
Ellicott City, MD 21042

REGISTRATION: 8:30 - 10 a.m.
KICKSTANDS UP: 10:30 a.m.
Rain or shine!

REGISTRATION: 7:30 - 9 a.m.
KICKSTANDS UP: 9:30 a.m.
Rain or shine!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2017

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2017

March/April 2017
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