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"Wheels in Motion" is our segment of News, Rumor, and Comment. Openings and closings, births and deaths, hirings and firings, good
news and sad tidings ... if it's of interest to riders in Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, D.C., Virginia or West Virginia,
please tell us—so we can tell everyone! Send your news, info, newsletter or event to:
mjmpublishing2017@gmail.com or regular mail to us at MJM Publishing, 719 Tomahawk Lane, Felton,De, 19943.

Team Yoshimura is positioning itself to regain the glory days. They have
reworked the new GSXR 1000 and Roger Hayden and Toni Elias sound pretty
stoked about it. Everyone loves a good comeback and motorcycle racers are no
exception. It wasn’t that long ago there were Gixxers on every curvy road you
encountered. Suzuki and Yoshimura should have no shortage of fans if the newest
combinations work as planned. This could be big. Keep an eye on it.  

It’s official. I will be buying a lottery ticket every week until the end of the year.
You may be wondering what this has to do with the hallowed and near sacred
motorsports complex that is Virginia International Raceway, so I’ll tell you. They
are building “The Villas at South Bend” a luxury set of buildings “Overlooking
the fast uphill Esses, one of the most celebrated features of VIR’s race course,
the two-story luxury Villas at South Bend are a unique and exciting lodging
option. The two-floor accommodations each offer 2,200 spacious square feet of
total space, which can be rented as a single unit or as separate ground floor and
second floor units.
Plus, they have this! “The VIRginia Motorsport Technology Park is a industrial
park that is home to some of the top organizations in the motorsports and
automotive industries. Park tenants have a unique opportunity to research and
develop products from a trackside location and enjoy lunchtime track access
on most days for invaluable testing time. In addition to VIR’s five distinct road
courses, tenants can also take advantage of the 5/8-mile karting course, miles of
off-road terrain and obstacle courses.
But wait! There’s MORE! Go to their website for more info after you buy a lottery
ticket!
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- WHEELS IN MOTION In the last couple of years, the Barber Museum & Park have
made major capital improvements to the facility. These
include adding 85,000 sq. ft. to the Museum (bringing it
to 225,000 sq. ft.), a Proving Ground (smaller track), an
obstacle and off road course, an off road motocross course,
a new classroom, two pedestrian bridges and much more.
Of course it’s always fun to be there, now it will be even
better!
Compass Expeditions and Jo Rust Adventures are pleased
to announce that Jo will be leading an incredible 16-day
tour through the motorcycling paradise of Peru.
The 2017 Jo Rust’s Peruvian Adventure is set to depart
from the lake side city of Puno on the 25th of August and
travels via a hit-list of breathtaking highlights through
Peru before culminating in the capital, Lima, on the 9th
of September. Apart from the incredible roads through a
landscape of snow-capped peaks and jungle lined valleys,
the tour will visit the stunning lost city of Machu Picchu,
the mysterious Nazca Lines, Lake Titicaca and the floating
reed islands of Uros as well as the historical Incan Capital
of Cusco and will spend two nights in the Amazon Jungle at
a luxury river lodge.
Compass Expeditions have a talented and experienced
team based in South America and keep a fleet of
adventure bikes, including late model BMW GS models and
Triumph Tiger 800XCs, well maintained for the tours.
To reserve your spot of for more information about the
tour visit – http://www.compassexpeditions.com/tour/
short-adventures/explore-peru/
Have you heard of Bohn Body Armor? There was a small ad
saying their product fits under your clothes and is nearly
invisible plus there is a mesh version that remains cool. On
the website I found that it contains multi use replaceable
armor, for arms, elbows, shoulders and back, knees, shins,
hips, thighs and tailbone! Furthermore they are basically
machine washable and you can get extra shirts and pants
without extra armor in order to have a change on a trip. Too
often I’ve been forced to choose between comfort and yes;
to some extent fashion; or protection when I want to ride.
I’d like to be able to go to dinner and arrive without looking
like an advertisement for a parts house or refugee from a
racetrack. Look for a full test in our Smoking Hot September
issue after I’ve had time to test and evaluate them during
our hot humid DelMarVa weather!
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- Letter From The Editor -

I consider myself fortunate to have experienced my formative years during the 60’s, 70’s and yes even extending
into the 80’s. I was born in the latter parts of the 50’s and so by the time I was riding bicycles and noticing cars and
motorcycles I was right in the design apex that for me remains unmatched even today.
In my town, in my neighborhood there were the Mustangs, Camaros, Impalas, Fairlanes, Chargers, Coronets, Polaras
and Corvettes and I don’t know what all. In the magazines there were Ferraris, Aston Martins, Triumphs, MGs and
		
other exotics
plus of course all the wild creations pouring out from Sunny California onto the pages of various other
Hot Rod type magazines. It was the time of Hot Wheels, slot cars and model cars. We even had Muscle style and
Chopper Bicycles!
There were minibikes and motorcycles and most of these were groovy and swoopy and smooth and sleek. In a word,
sexy. From the Yamaha GT80 Mini Cycle to Honda’s SL70 and original XR75 to the mighty triple cylinder Triumph
that was for a time the world’s fastest street bike, there was something for everyone. Another version of the Triumph
Trident the still stunningly beautiful and highly sought after 1973 X-75 Hurricane was a custom built motorcycle by
Craig Vetter himself and was commissioned by BSA. There were a little over 1000 produced and sold through the
dealer network. That is unheard of today and probably nearly impossible to pull off! The style and performance of this
motorcycle I credit with helping to establish our baseline for the street power cruisers of the last couple decades. It
had extended forks with a little extra rake, small gas tank and flowing integrated bodywork all above and That Triple
Cylinder Engine which was adorned with styling cues such as 15 degree forward canted cylinders and triple chromed
mufflers and headers all tucked in nicely on one side!
Triumph and BSA and several other brands were on the rocks or in their final throes in the early to mid 70’s. In their
last days they surely gave us some of their best efforts. One such personal favorite being the 1973 BSA B-50 MX.
Another being some of the AJS thumpers. However, there were to be no more Fiat X-19’s, MG Midgets, Triumph
TR-6’s or TR-7 convertibles. As a final insult they were at last regulated right out of existence on our shores. I soon
developed the opinion that most remaining automotive designers had those fried egg brains from the drug poster and
had simply given up. I cite as evidence the fact that by the mid to late 70’s all classic style was seriously suffering and
sexy had runs in its nylons, a broken spike heel and had stayed out way too late.
This was to be the era of the imported Japanese vehicle. Small efficient cars and trucks replaced the big family sized
American sedans. The lovely sleek Detroit jet age dashboards with space age gauges and controls and jet exhaust
tail lights and curvy body lines and powerful V-8s had all given way to rulers and coffee cup circles and flat, angular,
easier to assemble sheet metal shapes with anemic choked down engines as Detroit tried to regulate these conveyances
into giving up competitive MPG’s.
At least most of our motorcycles were still cool. Japan had picked up on the classic style void and one could easily
imagine the Bonneville and other’s influences in the lines of certain models. Save for the engine itself the original
Honda 750-4 does have the general classic lines of a time before it, even if you don’t care to admit it.
The 80’s saw some very beautiful motorcycles, timeless in design really. While it seemed to me the automotive and
truck designers had moved on to even harder drugs and were churning out the ugly in some kind of macabre one up
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- Letter From The Editor competition to see who would finally produce something so ugly it would not, could not be sold, our bikes basically
survived. There were the 80’s Honda “F” and “K” series, ranging from a 400 to an 1100 and these beautiful
machines were relatively fast and did handle well with only a few common modifications. They were inexpensive
and reliable. Plus, to my eye there was an unmistakable X-75 influence in the blended body work and the bend of the
exhaust and the angle of the nested mufflers. There were other notable models from Suzuki like the Katana and the GS
series, Kawasaki’s famous KZs and Ninjas and more. It was the era of the Superbike races. A whole new era of touring
bikes was created too. Style pulled you in and performance kept you there. Yes, our bikes were still ok at least for now.
By the end of the 80’s I was beginning to wonder. There were some angles sneaking into and onto our bikes, some
really ugly gauge pods and weirdly swoopy gas tanks and some swirly mag wheels, and buckhorn bars and some
cruisers that looked like they got caught in a copy machine set on 75% scale. All-encompassing jelly bean body
work was becoming common, even cool. Indian Larry said something like “they’ve lost the motorcycleness of it all”
Personally, I suspected it was cheaper to form plastic and cover it all up than it was to make it appealing to the eye.
Oddly enough, when these bikes were damaged they gave birth to yet another segment – Street Fighters. Rather than
put all that expensive plastic back on, just go with the ugly in a new techy space age industrial manner of style. Yet
all in all, our motorcycles were still ok. And so, it continued the ebb and flow of design vs. style vs. our cars, our
trucks and our motorcycles as the years passed. Performance of some models was beginning to suffer, but still there
was enough to keep you active. Who can forget the V-Max or CBX or Yamaha Genesis motors? And through it all, a
couple makes kept popping up in rumored comebacks and we watched as efforts were made and fortunes lost and our
hopes were dashed.
Let’s time hop to 2017. The middle of the second decade of the new millennium. Many of our cars and trucks are
either shapeless jellybeans or look like Star Wars Storm Troopers helmets or even angry or happy faces! Some vehicles
remind me of an ugly bug scurrying about. I’d place some of the remaining automotive designers on a drugged-out
scale of somewhere between intravenous and intra-cranial irrigation. Sexy now stays up late on the internet, is late for
work, has a surely and questionable attitude and even more surely and questionable friends.
Our motorcycles are all over the place style wise. There are the solid classic lines of the Harley’s, and thank God for
that bit of sensibility. There are import cruisers, tourers, sport touring and adventure touring bikes, each with their own
style. There are still some regular enduro bikes; though not as many as before, standard bikes in small, medium and
large, muscle bikes, naked bikes and factory replica racer style bikes each with their own style and performance level.
There are trikes both conventional and reversed and at least one even leans in corners. There are choppers, bobbers,
diggers, draggers and old schoolers each with their own style. There are minibikes, mini cycles, scooters, mopeds and
even motorized bicycles. Heck, I may even be overlooking some segments and styles! This plethora of categories is
largely due to the form follows function rule as viewed through a marketing prism after the bean counters crunch the
numbers in my opinion. And it’s all good, just like when I was a kid.
Style is still the motivator. Style is what gets you to look. Style pulls you in so that you’ll experience the performance,
hear the sounds and feel the need. Style is what you hope to be a part of when you sign on the line. Style is what you
customize to fit your own idea. Just like they did when I was a kid. Performance is what keeps you satisfied. Whether
you like smooth or raspy, laid back or hunched over, a 10 second street beast or 50+ mpg the performance of it keeps
the flame burning bright. After all what do you do with a bike that doesn’t perform the way you want it to? Right. You
modify it or sell it and get something else. Or both. Just like they did when I was a kid.
Somedays when I am out visiting my clients and walking around showrooms and parts departments and service areas
I feel just like that little kid on a bicycle who kept getting relentlessly thrown out for climbing all over the bikes. Is it
possible we have come full circle in a more modern manner than I anticipated? The answer is yes. This is one of the
most exciting eras to be in or to join your friendly neighborhood motorcycling community. Just like when I was a kid.
Few things can compare to saying, “Yeah I have a motorcycle.” Or if it turns out not to be for you, “Yeah I had a
motorcycle.” People will want to talk about that. Just like when they were kids. All you need do is figure out your style
and performance level and go get it.
And it will be just like when you were a kid.
Mark McGhee

May/June 2017
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- ABATE UPDATE MAY/JUNE 2017 -

Once again the mandatory Helmet Bill, HB 14 has died in Committee. Thanks to the efforts of ABATE of Delaware,
BOLT, and all of the freedom loving bikers who took the time to speak or write to the Committee members. Anyone
that thinks emailing your elected officials does no good is wrong.
We went up against some heavy hitters like NHTSA, State Insurance Commissioner Trinidad Navarro, several hospitals, and most notably Mid-Atlantic AAA and State Farm. The last two should suffer the loss of all motorcyclists
business. We are keeping a log of those officials that oppose us and will publish it prior to election time. On another
note the Auxiliary Lighting Bill, SB 12 passed both Houses and is currently on the Governor Carneys’ desk awaiting
his signature.
Why this hasn’t been signed into law yet is any ones guess. This bill will allow the use of accent lighting on motorcycles, increasing their visibility during the hours of darkness. There are color restrictions, but this is a good first step.
May is Motorcycle Awareness Month in the State of Delaware, that will be memorialized during, “The Ride to the
Tide” event at Rommel’s in Smyrna, DE. on 23 April. Members of the Motorcycle Rider Safety Advisory Committee
will be there. If you’re planning to attend and see what they are doing for you, or if you have a question or concern,
Senator Ennis will read the Governor’s proclamation somewhere around 10:00.
As always to get the most up to date information on pending issues visit our web page www.abateofde.com and follow us on Facebook.
Ed Berner
Legislative Coordinator
ABATE of Delaware
www.abateofde.com

Motorcycle
Campground
For Sale
Turnkey &
Affordable
The Campground
Connection
(616) 532-4835
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- ABATE UPDATE MAY/JUNE 2017 -

ABATE OF MARYLAND UPDATE

SB 668 The Handlebar Height Bill has passed the House and will be headed to the Governor’s desk!
April 8, 2017 Steve Strohmier. No Comments. Uncategorized.
The bill to allow handlebars to be legally raised to 20″ above the seat has passed Third Reader in the House
of Delegates. That means the bill will be headed to Governor Hogan’s desk for his signature. Thanks to all
who worked on behalf of their fellow motorcyclists to make this change possible.
Remember that even after the bill is signed it does not become law until October 1st. Also please remember
that the height is measured from the seat to the highest point on the handlebars, not from the bottom of the
handlebar to the grips or highest point.
Congratulations to ABATE and Maryland motorcyclists and a special thanks to our Lead Sponsor Senator
Wayne Norman!
The not good news and some good news on the Helmet Choice Bill
March 18, 2017 Steve Strohmier No Comments Uncategorized
The Helmet Choice Bill received an Unfavorable Report from the House Environment and Transportation
Committee. That is the not good news, it is done for this year. The vote was 14-9 against our freedom. The
good news is through our efforts we were able to convince 3 delegates to change their votes from no to yes
on supporting our freedom Thank you to all the Delegates who voted for freedom. A link to the vote chart
is attached. If your Delegate voted against freedom you need to call them and POLITELY ask why they
oppose freedom for motorcyclists and work to change their vote.

- ABATE UPDATE CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 -

May/June  2017
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MID-ATLANTIC

EVENTS CALENDAR

We want to list EVERY motorcycle event in Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, D.C., Virginia and West Virginia. If you have an upcoming
event, please send the details to mjmpublishing2017@gmail.com and add us to your mailing list. MT Event listings are free and include
an online listing. Check out our online calendar at WWW.MOTORCYCLETIMES.COM for updates and additional events! (Please Note: We
reserve the right not to list an event at our discretion, without explanation.)
Event details may change or be incomplete—we encourage you to call ahead for info.

Myrtle Beach Bike Week 2017 - Spring Rally
Friday, May 12, 2017 - Sunday, May 21, 2017

“The Carolina’s Largest Motorcycle Event”
Motorcycle Rally & Tours on the Grand Strand of SC. The Loop Tour, Myrtle Beach Bike Week® Coastal
Motorcycle Tours, Bike Nights, Bike Shows, Wine Tours, Stunt Shows, Vendors, Entertainment,
Attractions, Event Merchandise & Much More. Vendors,live music...MUCH MORE!

White Roses MC Club Super Swap Meet & Show

Jun 9th, 2017 - Jun 11th, 2017
5252 Hillclimb Road, Spring Grove, PA 17362
The White Roses MC Club’s 6th annual Super Swap Meet & Show will be held June 9-11, 2017. The
Swap Meet will be held all three days, so come out and buy, sell,or trade. There will motorcycles,
cars, and trucks. The Cruise-In will be held from noon to 5pm on Saturday. The Sunday Show will be
held from 9am-2pm. Admission is only $5.
Ed: I’ve been to this, it’s a lot of fun! I saw some pretty unusual stuff in boxes, baskets, two wheels and
four!

PENNSYLVANIA
May 6 2017 Minsi Trails Council “Freinds of Scouting” Motorcycle Ride
Registration
Featuring laps at the Pocono International Speedway

Rev up your engines and cruise along as we celebrate Scouting!  Our goal is 100 motorcycles
10

www.motorcycletimes.com

- EVENTS CALENDAR and $10,000 raised to help Minsi Trails Council continue the journey of Scouting for more than
10,000 youth across the Lehigh Valley and beyond. Ride Info: Travel a scenic route through the
Lehigh Valley and into the Pocono area; a stop will be made at Pocono International Raceway
with laps around the track.  Participants registering prior to the April 21st deadline will receive a
commemorative tee-shirt; walk-ins are accepted on the day of the ride, but are not guaranteed teeshirts. More info: http://www.minsitrails.org/registration/calendardetail.aspx?ActivityKey=2075297
&OrgKey=3152

May 6, 2017 10th Annual Ride for Autism

Schuylkill Haven, Pennsylvania
The poker run starts at the Blue Mountain Fishing Lakes, 60 Blue Mountain Road in Schuylkill
Haven. Registration is from 11:00 am until 12:30 pm. The ride fee is $20.00 per rider and $15.00 per
passenger. There will be a pig roast, music, door prizes, a Chinese auction, and trophies for first and
second place. The proceeds will benefit the Aaron’s Acres. For more information call (610) 413-9686 .

JUNE 16-18TH ABATE OF PENNSYLVANIA’S 40TH ANNUAL STATE PARTY
A REAL OLD TIME BIKER PARTY AT HAZEN

Gates Open NOON Friday • Grounds Cleared by NOON Sunday • Must be 21 to enter party!
For tickets, call 717-731-8955 or visit www.ABATEPA.org

JUNE 23-25TH 2017 24TH ANNUAL TRIUMPH 2017 NATIONAL RALLY
OLEY FAIRGROUNDS, OLEY, PA
brittwins1@gmail.com or John 856-297-3216 / Al 484-769-8703

Swap Meet, People’s Choice Show, Tech Workshop, British Concours D’Elegance Bike Show
Restaurant on site, Campgrounds with Hot Water!

MARYLAND
May 6, 2017 Christian Motorcyclists Association 100 Mile Run for the Son
Frederick, Maryland

Sponsored by Christian Motorcyclists
Association and Frederick Chapter
Won By One. The ride starts at the
Golden Corral in the FSK Mall,
5621 Spectrum Drive in Frederick.
Registration begins at 9:00 am and

Your Exclusive
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EVENTS - Maryland - continued -

May 7 2017 Cycle & Hot Rod Swap Meet Motorcycle Event
6310 Holabird Avenue, Baltimore, MD, United States

BUY, SELL or SWAP! FREE Admission & FREE Parking Have you seen the Swap Meet video? Check it out here: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLihPeGXvLY&feature=plcp The areas only traditional old school swap meet with just
motorcycle & hot rod parts. No jewelry & leather vendors, insurance agencies, crafts, peek-a-boo dollsâ¦..none
of the shit you usually just walk by! Tons of vendors will be buying, selling and swapping used parts, vintage parts,
new parts, hard to find parts, fenders, tanks, frames, accessories, chrome, steel and everything in between! Pickup
parts for your hot rod, rat rod, bagger, bobber, cafÃ© racer, chopper or drag bike. This isnât just for Harleyâs
folks! Registration is $25 per 10x10 space - first come, first served. This is a drizzle or shine event, remember to
bring your pop-up tent. As always, itâs FREE to come and shop plus lots of FREE parking. Call us or stop by the
shop to reserve your space today. 410.633.3113 Payments accepted: Visa/MC Discover AmEx Cash Paypal to info@
kundratickustoms.com - Please refer to Swap Meet so we can send you your space number.

June 10th, 2017 3rd Annual Ride for Life!

Arundel Christian Church, 710 Aquahart Road, Glen Burnie, MD, United States
Join us as we support the Ride for Life. Ride For Life is a motorcycle ride to support the Pregnancy
Clinic ministry in Bowie/Crofton, Severna Park and Annapolis. Our ride through Anne Arundel and
Prince Georges counties will take us over some back roads and highways as we pass each of the
three centers. We will take a break in Annapolis where a self-guided tour will be available. Please see
the attached flyer for details. Registration is available at: www.RideForLifeMd.org On-site from 8:30
- 9:15 a.m. on the day of the ride. $30 for Bike and Rider $20 for Passenger Kick stands up will be at
9:30 a.m. at Arundel Christian Church, 710 Aquahart Road, Glen Burnie, Md. Lunch will be served at
Bay Area Community Church at the conclusion of the ride.

Delaware - DelMarVa

SEPT 14 -17 2017 OCEAN CITY, MD BIKE FEST
IT’S SO HUGE IT’S BEEN CALLED THE BEAST IN THE EAST! JUST SEARCH IT AND VISIT THE SITE.
WAY TOO MUCH TO LIST HERE!
May 7th 2017 41st Annual Four Seasons Motorcycle Club May Day Poker Run
Rain or Shine Registration 10am till 12 noon $15 per Person $25 per Couple
Boston Market Prices Corner Kirkwood Hwy (Rt 2) & Centerville Rd (Rt 141) Wilmington, DE

VIRGINIA
May 7th, 2017 23rd Annual Richmond Riders Poker Run Motorcycle Event

The 23rd Annual Richmond Riders Poker Run will be held on May 7th, 2017 at the Richmond Honda House in 7906
W. Broad Street Richmond, VA. The registration begins at 9:00 am, the last bike out is at 10:30 am. Come out for a great
ride!

May 12 - 14 MotoAmerica Superbike Championship of Virginia

Professional motorcycle racing is back on the schedule. VIR is honored to be one of only ten venues across the United
States to host a 2017 MotoAmerica Road Racing weekend. The three-day event includes Superbike/Superstock 1000,
Supersport and Superstock 600 races. Now in its third season, MotoAmerica is revitalizing motorcycle road racing.
All current military will be admitted free and veterans will receive a 50% discount to ALL VIR events. -cont-
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VIR cont - Children 16 and under are always free with a
paying adult and there is no cost for parking.

JUNE 4, 2017 FRAZIER-MASON SOME GAVE
ALL MEMORIAL RIDE EVENT

This annual event honors the fallen heroes of OEF and
OIF and raises money for the non-profit Some Gave
All Foundation. SGA provides assistance to returning
wounded and their families. The ride goes about 45
miles from Spotsylvania High School to King George
High School. Events at the destination include food, live
music, motorcycle displays and shows, military displays, motorcycle stunt riding, and more.

Saturday, June 17, 2017 9th Annual Ride for
Jill’s House Motorcycle Event

The 9th Annual Ride for Jill’s House continues in the
memory of Steve Schirmann who shared this passion for children with special needs. It’s a 75 mile ride
through the scenic Virginia Countryside, end up at
Jill’s House in McLean VA. When: Saturday, June 17,
2017 from 8:30 am to 2:00 pm. Location: McLean Bible
Church, Prince William Campus and Jill’s House Cost:
Each rider pays $35 to register, $50 for a rider and passenger, which includes a commemorative patch, pin, tshirt, coffee and Chick-Fil-A at check in, and lunch after
the Ride. Event Location: The Ride starts at the McLean
Bible Church.

Ride your bike on the Right Tracks !
It’s Safer and More FUN than you can imagine !
From street rider to racer, our programs and friendly
coaches will teach you how to handle the curves !
Have FUN at the track day, improve your skills with
hours of instruction and quality track time !
We proudly conduct our track days and schools at
Summit Point Motorsports Park, WV, one hour from
DC and Baltimore, and NCBIKE in Garysburg, NC !

Want to be a racer ? Take our Road Racing School !
Accredited by CCS, WERA, AHRMA

WEST VIRGINIA

June 8, - 10, 2017 6TH ANNUAL
CAPITOL CITY BIKER BASH

6th Annual Capitol City Biker Bash brought to you by
Go Mart and Mountain Dew at Haddad Riverfront Park
along the banks of the beautiful Kanawha River. The
city closes all four lanes of the Kanawha Boulevard for
Motorcycle enthusiast to have easy access to Charleston and enjoy West Virginia’s wonderful winding byways, rockin music, fabulous food and to see dear old
friends as well as make cherished new ones.
The Capitol City Biker Bash is partnering for a fourth
year with HospiceCare to give away a motorcycle. All
the proceeds go to HospiceCare. This year’s prize bike
is a Suzuki Boulevard! 3 days of “FREE” concerts, fun
contests, and so much more all in the Hip, Historic
Almost Heaven, Charleston West Virginia.
samantha@capitolcitybikerbash.com
www.capitolcitybikerbash.com

Speed of Life Photography

May 1
May 13
May 14
May 20
May 21
May 27
May 28
June 18
July 4
July 15
July 16
July 31

Mon
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sun
Tue
Sat
Sun
Mon

Pitt Race
Shenandoah
Shenandoah
NCBIKE
NCBIKE
Shenandoah
Shenandoah
Shenandoah
Summit Point
NCBIKE
NCBIKE
Pitt Race

Mother’s Day

+ Racing School

Father’s Day
+ Racing School

+ Racing School

Learn to ride smooth, safe and fast !

Go to MotorcycleXcitement.com
Roger Lyle 301-933-2599
May/June  2017
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- BIKER BILLY COOKS WITH FIRE -

MAY IS MOTORCYCLE
AWARENESS MONTH
Text & Recipe by Bill Huffnagle
Many states around this great nation celebrate May as
Motorcycle Awareness Month. Public awareness campaigns
designed to increase driver awareness of motorcycles and
encourage sharing the road are always appreciated. Of course, it
would be even more appreciated if motorcycle awareness could be
built into all driver education programs and driver license testing.
Yes, having all those crazy cagers alert and aware of us and respecting our rights and safety would
be a dream come true. Between now and when that dream comes true, however, don’t hold your
breath—we all have to be alert, aware, and safety minded enough for ourselves and all those folks
in cars on the road around us. Riding a motorcycle just requires more awareness than most folks
can muster to get them around; it is only one of the things that makes us bikers a breed apart. In a
world filled with drivers who are more focused on their (pick one or more) Smartphone, makeup, Text
Message, food, In-dash Infotainment System, GPS or any of a dozen other distractions, we are the
ones most aware of what our vehicles are doing. But exactly how aware are we?
Motorcycle awareness is most often viewed in the aforementioned context of the road and driver
awareness. However, there is another issue of awareness regarding motorcycles, and it is all on
us. We depend on our motorcycles to be more agile than the cars we are always avoiding—able to
accelerate, stop, and handle predictably. The superior performance of my motorcycles has allowed
me to avoid disaster more than once. I take pride in knowing my bikes and their roadworthiness.
How aware of the condition of your motorcycle are you? Probably not as aware as you should be.
Two days ago, I discovered I was not as aware as I thought I was.
Cars drivers can be considered knowledgeable about their vehicles if they know where to add oil
or washer fluid . . . heck; if they know the recommended tire pressure they are semi-pros in car
maintenance. That level of ignorance about your ride just doesn’t cut it for someone who considers
him- or herself a biker, though. While it may be entirely realistic to accept that you can’t fix a
computer ignition failure on the side of a dark road like you could adjust a set of points, that doesn’t
mean you can’t be intimately aware of your bike and its roadworthiness. Some sub-systems of your
late-model bike are best left to trained professionals, but the rest of your bike has a lot in common
with those user-serviceable machines of the halcyon days of motorcycling.
As I mentioned, I got a comeuppance on my own personal motorcycle awareness. It was the first
truly warm day of spring, a beautiful Friday afternoon, and the weekend forecast was filled with rain
and flood alerts. So, since I work for myself, I let me off early and took my Buell out for a ride. I did
a quick once over of the bike before starting my ride, following the basic MSF (Motorcycle Safety
Foundation) T-CLOCS inspection. For those of you unfamiliar with T-CLOCS it stands for T=Tires &
wheels, C=Controls, L=Lights & electrics, O=Oil & other fluids, C=Chassis, and S=stands. It took all
of three minutes and I was off riding. Having done some maintenance on the bike over the winter in
www.motorcycletimes.com

- BIKER BILLY CONTINUED preparation for spring, I felt that I was pretty aware of the state of my motorcycle. Well, a few miles
from home, one of the fairing lowers let loose from its upper mounts; luckily, I was able to pull over
on that shoulderless road, quickly secure it, get back on the road, and ride safely home. Once there,
I removed the part and inspected the damage. Fortunately, all that happened was a minor scuffing
and the loss of one of the two screws that had vibrated loose. Later that night I went over the bike
from front to rear and checked every fastener I could find. What I discovered was that I had lost
one of the four screws that hold on the front fender and another was loose. Having a fender come
undone at speed would really suck! I was lucky indeed. Now, some of you are probably saying,
“Biker Billy, you ride a vibrating American machine, but my (fill in the blank) is so smooth that can’t
happen to me.” Well, my friends, remember that all bikes vibrate—some at a low rumble, some at a
high RPM buzz—and all well-ridden bikes travel over a lot of bumpy roads. Be aware of your motorcycle, every
single nut and bolt of it; modern computers or old-timey electrics, it is still a mechanical device that only you
can keep safe.

HOT HASH BROWNS
Serving breakfast eggs without potatoes is like going riding without the proper riding gear – you just shouldn’t. With this recipe
you’ll never have to.
3 tablespoons margarine, or more as
needed
1 fresh red jalapeno, stemmed and
minced
1 medium onion, diced
4 teaspoons chopped garlic
2 medium potatoes, unpeeled, cut into
¼-inch cubes
Liquid smoke

In a large frying pan melt the margarine over
high heat. Add the jalapeno pepper, onion,
garlic, and potatoes. Stir well and sprinkle with
several dashes of liquid smoke.
Reduce the heat to medium and sauté the
potatoes, turning often, for 7 to 10 minutes, or
until they are golden brown and tender. You
may have to add more margarine to keep them
from sticking to the pan. Add salt and pepper
to taste. Serve piping hot
Makes 2 to 4 servings

Salt and ground black pepper

Column copyright Bill Hufnagle 2017. Recipe reprinted with permission from “Biker Billy Cooks
with Fire”, published by Whitehorse Press, Center Conway, New Hampshire copyright Bill Hufnagle 1995, 2004.
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BUILDING BOBBERS IN THE BLUE RIDGE
Less then an hour outside of DC the two
lane tarmac becomes a series of twisty tree
lined mountain passes. The crisp clean air, and
scenic vistas afford excellent riding conditions,
and the perfect setting for breathing new life
into Vintage Motorcycles. And it’s down one of
those tree lined mountain passes where you will
find me, crescent wrench in hand, doing my part
to keep some of those old girls tuned, and still
turning tires.
I love it all, from concourse restorations to full
on customs, but this particular build happens to
speaks to the latter,  She has been aptly named
the “Rockabilly Rocket ship” and a quick twist
of the throttle is guaranteed to launch you back
to the heyday of Rock N’ Roll, and riding Hot
Rod Bobbers . At her core she’s a 1973 Triumph
750 that has been bored, ported, flow tested,
balanced, cammed, and basically breathed on
pretty darn heavy. Her Petrol is delivered thru a
high flow Pingel petcock, then pumped through
a chunky set of Mikuni round slide carbs. The
spent gases are expelled through custom-homemade high pipes tuned using the old fashion
racers wax method..

drum that’s been chromed, and is now actuated
by a custom cable setup made by yours truly. As
for the rear fender it started life as a WCC front
fender, and with plenty of cutting, grinding, and
massaging it finally conformed to both the radius
and contour of the rear wheel. The rear Fender
struts were bent up from some old Royal Enfield
front fender stays, then welded up inside the
fender for a nice tight fit. The handlebars, risers,
and controls are all of the one inch variety, and
provide a nice relaxed riding position.   
As for The oil tank it’s an old Santee horseshoe
with a small gel cell battery hidden inside. The
remote oil filter mount is an aftermarket item
that was removed from Jim Carr’s BSA A7 and
graciously donated to my project. The hard lines
used to plumb the oil filter were made with 1/8
galvanized water pipe fittings (courtesy of Nichols
Hardware) and the rest is plumbed with stainless
steel braided lines.

The license plate/taillight bracket is of my own
creation. The basic idea was that I wanted to
make something that would hide the license plate
mounting hardware, and also allow me to run the
plate vertically. What I ended up was something
The frame is a two piece deal with the front
more then heavy duty enough to mount the oil
loop of the frame being an original 1969
filter and taillight on. Speaking of the taillight, the
Triumph front loop that still retains it’s steering origin is unknown but it came from Jerry (who’s
head geometry. While the rear section is an
better then Trombetta) who picked it up many
after market bolt on hardtail with 6 inches of
years ago at a yard sale thanks Jerry! I cut down its
stretch. The front end is the original 73 Triumph mounting base, painted it black, and welded it to
hydraulic setup with stock length tubes, and a
the license plate bracket. The saddle is a leather
single disk brake.
Lepera solo  riding on 3″ springs and homemade
perches. The 5 ¾ “bates style” headlight was an
She still rolls around on her original front spoked aesthetic choice. So while it sure looks good pulled
19” rim, but the rear has been replaced with an in nice and tight on a custom made bracket, the
American made Invader 5 spoke of early 19 70’s truth is that the Rocketship can easily out run it’s
vintage. The rear brake is an original Triumph
candle power without ever leaving 3rd gear.
May/June  2017
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As for the exhaust it was made using 1 ¾ ” mandrel bent tubing with varying radius’s that I cut
up and MIG welded back together. To keep the lines clean and straight I used the same type of
weld alignment sleeves they use for building race car headers. Once they were all lined up I tuned
them, and sent them off to Jet-Hot for some cool (both literally and figuratively) ceramic coating.
The final job was laying down the paint. I decided to try  my hand at using  water based
automotive paint  as it has almost no VOC’s and simply cleans up with water. I laid down 9 coats of
candy apple red with red sparkle and 2 coats of candy apple red with white sparkle. For the white
graphics I put down 3 coats of opaque white topped with 3 more coats of pearlized white. On
top of all of that went endless coats of DuPont’s Chroma Clear, and many hours of wet sanding
between coats. My friends at Stingray’s Auto body handled the final buff and Patty laid down the
black pin stripping at the Sign Shop in Purcellville Virginia.
Many  Thanks to all my friends, family, and customers for your help, suggestions, and support!
Rob - Virginia Vintage Cycle
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- ALWAYS A HEADWIND -

Unadilla: A Look Back
Text & Photos by Robert H. Miller, www.backroadbob.com

Unadilla MX Raceway- “We Don’t Go There, It’s Too Dangerous”
August 10-13, 2017 will be the tenth round of the AMA’s National Pro Motocross Series held at Unadilla MX
Park in New Berlin, New York. It’s a good excuse for a nice ride into Leatherstocking Country. If you want to find out
what it was like “back in the day”, always talk to someone who was there. Accept no substitute.
The recent passing of Peg Robinson, co-founder with her husband Ward, of the Unadilla (NY) MX Raceway had
me reminiscing about the times I spent there as a spectator. The Robinson’s had been there from the very beginning
opening the track in 1970 and hosting a round of the AMA’s Outdoor National Motocross Series in its first year, 1972.
Ward had the role of promoter and Peg was the organizer. This place was, and still is, legendary. Just the name evokes
images of the greatest motocross track on earth, surpassing even all the natural terrain circuits in Belgium’s Ardennes
Forest where motocross was born. Going to “Unadilla” was one of my favorite rides. It entailed a six-hour day trip
from southeast Pennsylvania, through the Schuylkill, Lehigh, and Delaware River valleys and then a straight shot north
from Hancock, New York on winding State Route 8 and a return ride on additional notable roads like State Routes 10
and 30 along Cannonsville and Pepaction Reservoirs. You see, like Woodstock, the Loudon (New Hampshire) Motor
Speedway, and the Valenciana MotoGP track, Unadilla is not located in the place it’s named after. Unadilla racetrack is
actually in New Berlin, New York. Unadilla, New York is a whole ‘nother place.
As the lightly inhabited, sleepy little towns of northeast Pennsylvania give way to the occasional villages in
Central New York’s Leatherstocking Country, the terrain changes from 2000’ mountains filled with tiny hollows and
tight twisty roads to big rolling hills filled with sweeping curves and scenic valleys polka-dotted with white clapboard
houses, red barns, and brown cows. Back in the day (the ‘70s and ‘80s) one weekend a year New Berlin transformed
from a quiet farming community to one of the rowdiest places on earth where future motocross hall of famers with
nicknames like Hurricane, Rocket, and the Flying Hawaiian performed the feats that made them legendary.
The Robinsons carved their natural terrain track from their “Back 40” pastureland. Whoever pictured a motocross track formed from the rolling hills and steep dips of their property was a visionary. When they were done they
had created the world’s most challenging motocross track. Even the track itself became legendary with a fifty-foot
divot named Gravity Cavity that shot riders up like two-wheeled human cannonballs. You could place the proverbial
10-Foot Pole vertically beneath the riders’ rear knobby tires without them touching it as they catapulted skyward
out the far side. A series of nasty, off-camber switchback turns earned the name Screw You Corners and an up-anddown, whoop-filled, high speed hillside was nicknamed The Wall. If they didn’t get you, the foot-deep, black loamy
soil would suck your wheels in like a galactic Black Hole if you didn’t pin it WFO the whole way around. These colorful
names are a tribute to the genius who saw a motocross track where only cows had stood before.
Unadilla wasn’t legendary because it was easy, it was legendary because it was hard. It had a nasty habit of reducing expensive race bikes to the same smoldering heaps that sadistic spectators turned every rental car they could
find into, but only after pulling the driver out, stuffing a flaming rag into the gas tank, and letting it coast downhill into
the pond at the edge of the road before bursting into a spectacular fireball. At least the crazies were nice enough to
pull the drivers out first. Most of the “spectators” weren’t even there for the races. They were there for the party. Like
many AMA events of the era, Unadilla was just an excuse for one percenters to drink too much, do too many drugs,
and generally act like the anti-social madmen that they were while being out in public. It was one of few places they
could act like that and not get arrested.
Sometime in the ‘80s, I think it was 1988, a motorcycling friend of mine decided to drive to the Unadilla AMA
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National (Outdoor) Motocross race and make it a family camping weekend. I warned him that wasn’t such a good idea
as Unadilla was like a lot of AMA national events at that time - they could get pretty rough in a hurry. It was a balancing act to be close enough to enjoy all the spectators’ antics, but far enough away to stay out of trouble. Without
heeding my warning, he proceeded anyway.
The rest of us planned to ride up and meet the family guy in the free camping area that was on the hillside
field across the road from the track entrance. I knew from past experiences it could be a wild and wooly place, but
this particular weekend was about to surpass all expectations. After sleepless nights my first year camping there, I
wisely started staying at nearby Gilbert Lakes State Park - a nice quiet campground on the way to the nearest town,
Oneonta. I always made it a point to ride the twenty-five miles into Oneonta because you could buy gas there and
my favorite Italian restaurant in Central New York was located on the north end of town. I’ve long since forgotten the
name of the place, but I do remember I never understood how such a fine restaurant came to be located in Oneonta.
Finding an excellent eatery like that requires good instincts honed by years of solo traveling and are a necessity if you
want to have fabulous tales of adventure instead of sad stories of disaster.
After a fine Friday ride and a few more hours watching practice at the track, my riding group walked across the
road and located the family guy’s campsite. He had a large tent with an attached screened-in “porch” for himself, his
son, his daughter, and his wife. It was a nice set up and convenient too - he carried all our beer from Pennsylvania.
Typical for events back then, Unadilla had a “heavy” police presence. That means every patrolman, constable,
and state trooper in Central New York was there. At the campground entrance, K-9 units were searching every vehicle
for “illegal recreational substances” and glass beverage containers - both of which were prohibited. Like a bar in a
rough neighborhood, they weren’t letting in any guns, knives, or chains either. This practice kept the knifings, beatings, and shootings to a minimum - a lesson learned at tracks like Loudon, Freemansburg, and White Rose.
Every year there was at least one poor soul with the entire interior of his car torn out and lying on the ground
as the officers searched the seat cushions for every seed and stem. They were nice enough not to bust anyone, but by
the end of the weekend the mountain of beer bottles rivaled the size of a small house and must have made for one
heck of a policeman’s BBQ.
As darkness fell, we were standing outside my friend’s tent keeping a watchful eye for flying water balloons
propelled by 10-foot pieces of surgical tubing launched by three-man artillery squads. It really got dicey when the
potato gun guys started raining spuds down on the water balloon guys and they retaliated by launching full beer cans
back towards the potato launchers. It was one of those rare occasions when I wished I hadn’t left my helmet on my
bike.
Just when I thought it was safe outside, my friend tapped me on the shoulder and pointed to a smoldering
M80 that had landed at my feet. I jumped away and covered my ears just as my world exploded into a blinding flash
of light and a deafening roar. Now things were definitely out of control.
We retired to the relative safety of the family guy’s porch to avoid injury and the bands of drunken spectators roving
through the campground like Genghis Kahn’s Army. In case you don’t know who he was, Kahn was a Mongolian emperor who raped and pillaged his way across Asia, Europe, and China eight-hundred years ago to such an extent that
now fifty percent of all Mongolians, ten percent of China’s population of 1.3 billion, and one-half of one percent of all
men on earth are related to him. Now that’s some raping and pillaging.
One of these roving bands, all young males needless to say, spotted my friend’s wife and daughter inside the
porch despite them not emerging from their involuntary tent sequestration until after dark for fear of the Genghis
Kahn imitators. They were getting tired of peeing in a pot and wanted out. It was all  the family guy could do to stop
them from walking outside. They just didn’t understand the dangers. I guess Genghis Kahn never visited their town.
When the drunken/stoned/tripping, take your pick or combination, mob started shaking the tent and porch my friend
ushered his wife and daughter back into the tent and a few of us went outside to try and calm the marauders, but not
before they shouted the slogan often heard at AMA meets back then, “Show Us Your Breasts”, only they weren’t using
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- ALWAYS A HEADWIND - contthe word breasts.
Just at the right moment, an impromptu game of Keep Away broke out using a very lifelike blow-up doll and
it drew the rioters away from the area and we were saved from an uncertain outcome. Not wanting to risk any repeats, the family guy said he would walk down to the campground entrance and ask the officers to escort his wife and
daughter out of the area so he could take them to a motel. In the meantime, we agreed we would stay and serve as
bodyguards. Twenty minutes later he returned, shaking his head and saying the officers wouldn’t provide an escort.
They told him, “We don’t go up in there, it’s too dangerous”. Left with no other choice but to help them escape, he
told them to wear his clothes and look as much like a man as possible using flannel shirts, loose-fitting pants, and
baseball caps. It worked and he sneaked them to the edge of the field and walked them down the low stone wall
fence line that edged the camping area. Once down at the road, we met him with his truck and he drove them to a
motel where they stayed for the rest of the weekend.
Yea. Unadilla. Back in the day. It was a place where the most excitement, the best entertainment, and the lifethreatening dangers were away from the track. I told you it could get rough.
Robert H. Miller P.O. Box 1652 Allbrightsville, PA 18210								
bob@backroadbob.com
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BASIC OIL CHANGE TOOLS
EDITOR’S NOTE: Unless you have at least basic mechanical experience please consider whether or not you would be
better off having oil changes on your motorcycle performed by the dealer or a local reputable shop. If you don’t tighten
something and there is an oil leak it could be a real problem both for you and your motorcycle. If you have any doubts
then make the fail-safe decision and have it done for you.
You probably already know you will need a small assortment of wrenches in the proper configuration. I could write
whole volumes about the types of wrenches because there are so many specialty offsets and angles available. However
you will need just the basic wrench in either Metric or Standard size. I prefer a combination wrench for this job. This
has a box wrench on one end and an open wrench on the other. The box end works much like a socket, helping to avoid
rounding off the drain plug, which can cost literally hundreds of dollars to fix on some models. It must fit snugly, but go
on and come off easily.
You will need a drain pan of some type. I have several professional style pans purchased off the tool trucks simply for
their durability. I do know one person who uses the tin turkey pans from the dollar stores though. Pretty flimsy and apt
to make a huge mess, but yes you can use any pan to catch the old oil. Another friend has one of those speckled grey
porcelain turkey roaster pand, complete with lid. Whatever. I didn’t ask.
If your bike has a cartridge filter you will need the wrench that fits the bolt(s) holding it on, or if it has a cannister filter
you’ll need an oil filter wrench, or oil filter pliers. Yes, they are not regular pliers.
You’ll need a selection of funnels too, I have about 3000, none of which I can ever find when I need one. So just go buy
one or a set. Every time. On motorcycles, I find the long rigid neck funnels are better than the flexible ones. Get one that
will fit in the oil fill opening by at least 1/2” to avoid spills. Funnels usually have an optimistically included little tab with
a hole in it so you can hang it up when you are finished with it. Problem is they drip all down your wall. So I use the
little tab hole to tie a coated piece of speaker wire to it, then tie it to the handle bar grip to keep it secure. Just don’t let Lil
Abner from next door swing the bars around while you are pouring your new oil in.
If your bike doesn’t have a center stand or you took it off to save 2.2 lbs and gain 1/4” cornering clearance you’ll need
a jack or an axle stand of some type. The bike must be at least level or hopefully angled toward the drain hole by a tiny
amount and secure. You will need to take clearance measurements to be sure it will go under the bike, clear exhaust and
side stands and so on.
Go buy a watermelon and tip your bike over on it then tell me you don’t need a motorcycle jack.
Invest a few dollars in those nifty blue or black Nitrile mechanics gloves too. Used oil in this era is known to be toxic,
and for a few bucks you can protect yourself. Get some safety glasses too. What if you drop the wrench in the hot oil and
it splashed in your eye? You can not unfeel that, believe me. Plus chicks dig safety glasses and gloves.
Finally, I definitely recommend a torque wrench. Over-torqueing your drain bolt has a cumulative effect. It is likely that
one day you will tighten it only to have that sinking feeling when it just almost tightens, but then lets loose again. If you
are not a professional with finely tuned elbows and wrists, get a torque wrench. Even an inexpensive one.
Finally, one last bit of wisdom...I save cardboard. No it’s not confession time, I use it to lay on if I end up changing the
oil on the floor instead of the lift. I also save the boxes parts are shipped in, they go under the oil catch pan too. Many
is the time I’ve simply stood up, grabbed the cardboard, folded it up and no muss no fuss, clean floor! I hope this helps,
because like Red Green says, “We’re all in this together!”
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THE MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP
Motorcycle or car accident. Now what?
By Matt Danielson, Motorcycle Law Group
Nobody wants to think that they’ll be the one in a car or motorcycle accident, but statistics show there were more
than 6.1 million accidents in the United States in 2014, the most recent year of government crash statistics. Should
you be one of those licensed drivers who has an unlucky day – either on two wheels or four – one of your best
defenses is to know what to do at the scene of an accident before it takes place. With the tips below as a frame of
reference, you’ll be prepared to handle an accident scene:
Don’t say anything. But aren’t I required to give a statement to the police? No, you are not. And you shouldn’t say
anything about how the accident happened to police, to the other parties or even to witnesses.
From a legal perspective, the Fifth Amendment gives us the choice to remain silent. At the scene of the accident,
emotions are running high, and you only have the prospective as a driver. As these two factors are combined, you
may not give an accurate account of what occurred and that may be a disadvantage to you later with insurance
companies and in court. Therefore, tell the police, “Officer, I’m not feeling well, and I need medical attention. I can
make a statement later.” Another alternative is, “Officer, I’d like to have a chance to regroup, and I’m not giving a
statement at this time. I’ll be happy to speak to you later.” (Later is after you have had a chance to calm down and
speak with a lawyer.)
Call a friend to take pictures and connect with witnesses. It’s important to gather certain information from an
accident scene right away, and you shouldn’t rely on the police to do it for you. Therefore, call a friend who can
come to the accident scene quickly to help you, assuming you are not in the mental state to take photos and get
the names and phone numbers of any witnesses. Use
a cell phone to take wide-angle views of the vehicles/
motorcycles involved as they landed after an accident
before they are moved/towed, assuming it is safe to
do so; wide-angle views of debris on the roadway
before it is cleared to the side; close-up shots of damage to each vehicle/motorcycle. Look for witnesses to
the accident: When insurance companies battle each
other, your best defense can be witnesses who saw
your accident. Get their names and phone numbers
at the scene because you may need them for court as
well.
Call an attorney. When you’ve had an accident,
you may need some advice on what to do next and
whether or not you may be at fault. We speak to
many drivers each day – motorcyclists and automobile drivers alike – who need a gut check on their
situation. Give the Motorcycle Law Group a call (1800-321-8968) before you speak with your insurance
company, and we’re happy to help even if you do not
need formal representation.
Remember, speaking to a lawyer doesn’t mean hiring
a lawyer. A reputable lawyer will advise you that you
do not need one if you truly do not.
Matt Danielson
McGrath, Danielson, Sorrell & Fuller
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THE WRITE GRIP
CHEERS!

One morning I rumbled into the parking garage at work and backed into a space in the section reserved for
motorcycles. A young woman walked by as I stood next to the bike taking off my helmet. I didn’t really notice her
until she stopped so suddenly her feet slid and the noise made me look up.
She had turned back to point at me and then the bike, “YOU! Ride THAT”!
Thinking it was easier than carrying it, I laughed and said, “YEAH”!
“It’s bigger that YOU!”
Thinking that’s another good reason why I don’t give the Heritage piggyback rides, I nodded.
“YOU…YOU GO GIRL!”
Oh I do, every chance I get. Any time I have an encounter like this, or a when a little girl gives me a thumbs up
as I ride by, or yells that she likes my bike- I wonder if she’s thinking she’d like to try riding too. And I hope she’s
realizing she can do whatever she wants.
Which makes me think of Jackie. While I have always loved riding and had spent lots of time on the back of bikes, I
hadn’t really thought of moving up to the front until I met her.
In the 90s as I headed out on vacation with a guy I was dating, he was filling me in on the couple we were going
to visit. I remember how cool I thought it was when he mentioned his friend’s wife had her own bike. When I met
Jackie and we all went out riding together, I also remember asking myself, “Surely I can ride my own too, why the
hell didn’t I think of this before?!”
That relationship ended long ago, I got my own bike not long after, and eventually fell out of touch with Jackie. But
I smile when she comes to mind, feeling grateful our paths crossed and for the miles I’ve enjoyed since then as well
as for the people I’ve met along the way.
So a toast! To Jackie, wherever she is! May she be happy, healthy and still doing what she wants to do. And a big
thanks for inspiring me to do something I wanted, even though I wasn’t sure I could at first.
As for the woman in the parking garage, I haven’t seen her again. But wouldn’t it be a nice surprise if when I did
she was rolling in on her own motorcycle too?
Stevie Lynne
EDITOR’S NOTE: Please join us in welcoming our new columnist! Stevie rides a Heritage Softail, is an ABATE
member, and resides in the Capital Region of Maryland. Originally from Virginia, and after living in Pennsylvania
for a time, she loves exploring the roads of the Mid-Atlantic and beyond on the Heritage. Stevie was an on-air
radio personality for over twenty-five years, and is happy to share her thoughts, stories and tales as a part of the
Motorcycle Times family. Stevie Lynne receives comments at thewritegrip2017@gmail.com if you enjoyed her
column please send her an email.
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- CYCLEOGY -

RIDE LIKE A ROCKER
By Jerry Smith
As we all know, the archetypal cafe racer was essentially a street-going
‘60s-style road racer replica. Cafe racers of that seminal era, embodied by
the “Triton” Triumph/Norton hybrid and the British lads who created and
rode them, will always be venerated classics. But that was then, and this is
now. Cafe racers are today a global phenomenon, their popularity driven as is so much in the 21st Century - by the Internet. From Tokyo to Slovenia,
Cairo to Wales, Los Angeles to Argentina, we now share one big World of Cafe Racers.
Today’s custom cafe creations are built by craftsmen from anywhere and everywhere who post photos
of their bikes on the World Wide Web, where the images are swiped right by enthusiasts of every ilk
and id, then shared far and wide on social media. Sure, there are still local bike shows and meets as
hugely fun and popular as ever - but where most customs get ogled is on the Net. By far. Cafe racers,
like the vast majority of custom bikes, are built to be admired as much as ridden ... and many of
the most righteous customs don’t get ridden much at all. There’s no better place to show off a cafe
creation than on the Internet, where it will be admired by discerning eyes of every color and shape.
In recent years, the global audience has pushed what qualifies as a “cafe racer” in radical directions.
Customizers, almost by definition, are driven by a desire to be different. From where I sit (in front of a
computer, mostly), select opinion-leaders are coming up with radical “look at me” concepts that then
bubble up into the broader cafe culture. A truly creative builder, most likely a professional with all the
shop equipment and time that implies, gets a brainstorm and takes it out on the nearest engine-withtwo-wheels. I mean, there had to be one guy who first got the bright idea to cantilever a flat little seat
over a fat rear tire, right? The “better” concepts spread like a bad cold and, quicker than a sneeze,
builders halfway across the planet are doing their own interpretations of the innovator’s inspiration.
Before you know it (unless you’re monitoring avant garde cafe sites), cafe enthusiasts from New
York to Bangkok are upholstering 2x6s and nailing them to the back of their budget bikes. And a fad
spreads.
Other cafe trends start out, not in commercial shops, but in some poor schlub’s garage (or more likely,
his Dad’s garage). Certainly it was a nameless hero who decided the heap in front of him was so crusty
and rusty that he might as well spray the entire thing flat black. (Mainly because he already committed
“a bit” of overspray by trying to paint the exhaust pipes without removing them first.) His best buds
think it’s bad in a kinda cool way, and a look is born. (It seems the blacked-out look is already dying,
though. After all, by the time the factories pick up on a trend, you know it’s not trending anymore.)
In any case, builders no longer hew to the hallowed British “road racer with lights” formula. The
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- CYCLEOGY essential look of the cafe racer, namely lean lines and low bars, has been retained, but re-imagined
by succeeding generations of lads and lasses who based their builds on whatever bikes they could
afford to modify. These days, a cafe fanatic-with-tools in Singapore is far more likely to restyle a
Chinese-made 125cc commuter-bike than anything his grandfather yearned to ride like a Rocker. The
resulting “cafe racers” may drive traditionalists crazy, but the way things were is very, very seldom
the way things will be. Better to accept that the times, they are a’changin’, and develop a taste for
the fruits of cafe racers’ divergent branches.
But I’m not quite there yet. Some flavors of so-called “cafe racers” still leave a sour taste in my
mouth.
I have no problem with people customizing whatever bikes come their way in whatever way strikes
their fancy. Of course, I’m biased towards cafe racers, and always have been. Going the cafe custom
route has traditionally meant improving the basic bike’s handling, braking, and over-all performance,
which strikes me as a better way to go than, say, building a chopper. In the two years I worked at a
“boutique” chopper shop (no service department, purple shag carpet and mirrored walls), the first
step in creating a chopper was to install a pair of extended fork tubes. They did absolutely nothing for
the bike, but seemed to make the rider feel more manly. But bolt a set of low bars on an otherwise
stock motorcycle and voila, it’s transformed into a low-budget “cafe racer” that provides more
precise control of the front end, puts more weight on the front tire, and gets the rider down out of
the wind - all good things from a pure performance perspective. From there, a bum-stop seat helps
maintain control under acceleration, rear-set pegs put the rider into even more of a racer stance
(while taking the crick out of his or her back), adapting a larger tank improves range, etc. But to then
spoon on a set of oversize knobby tires front and rear … well, that just turns a budding cafe racer
into a scrambler with low bars. Not that there’s anything wrong with that: In some circles, big, black,
gnarly tires add street cred. But in no way do they add street performance. And that’s okay, just don’t
tell me it’s a cafe racer.
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- ABATE UPDATE MAY/JUNE 2017 -

ABATE of PENNSYLVANIA
04-03-17
MRF APRIL UPDATE by Andy Kelly
I wanted to start off by talking about the Motorcycle Advisory Council (MAC). MAC is supposed to serve and
advise the Federal Highway Administration on issues critical to motorcyclists across the nation. The intent of
MAC was to give motorcyclists the opportunity to discuss how we are affected by highway design, and the
emergence of intelligent transportation systems. The newly re-established council will have ten members
and the Federal Highway Administration in their divine wisdom feels only one member of that Council needs
to actually be a motorcyclist. With the far from routine happenings in Washington D.C. these days we must
keep in mind our rights and freedoms that we enjoy as motorcyclists and have fought hard for. So with that in
mind what we need to do is contact our Representative in Washington and ask them to contact Elaine Chao,
the newly appointed Secretary of Transportation, to tell the Federal Highway Administration to increase the
number of members on the council that are actual motorcyclists. There has to be great engineers out there
that also ride a motorcycle and could give a positive insight to the design of motorcycle friendly highways.
Scott Pruitt, is the newly appointed Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency. Mr. Pruitt is
the former Attorney General of Oklahoma. As the Attorney General, he fought against many things which
included environmental regulations as a self-described “leading advocate against the EPA’s activist agenda.”
Mr. Pruitt has also been a vocal opponent of the Renewable Fuel Standard. That is the regulation that
mandates ethanol into our nation’s gasoline supply.
Mr. Pruitt had been an advocate for the motorcycle community while serving in the Oklahoma State Senate.
Megan Ekstrom, Vice-President Government Affairs and Public Relations Motorcycles Rider Foundation,
had a chance to talk to Charlie Williams, of ABATE of Oklahoma, about Mr. Pruitt. Charlie informed Megan
that Pruitt has always been a friend of the riding community. He opposed helmet bills which came before the
State legislature when he was in the State Senate and also helped to champion a rider’s education bill for
Oklahoma.
There are two pieces of legislation in Washington dealing with the EPA. Senate bill S203 and in the House
HR350. These bills are going to stop the EPA from regulating vehicles used solely for competition. I would
like to thank Representative Mike Kelly, Representative Lou Barletta, Representative Glenn “GT” Thompson,
and Representative Tim Murphy for being co-sponsors of HR350.
The three bills listed below are being monitored by the MRF:
HR 736 -A bill to require automobile manufacturers to disclose to consumers the presence of event data
recorders, or “black boxes”, on new automobiles, and to require manufacturers to provide the consumer with
the option to enable and disable such devices on future automobiles. I would like to see motorcycles added
to this.
HR 777 -A bill to provide for a comprehensive assessment of the scientific and technical research on the
implications of the use of mid-level ethanol blends, and for other purposes.
HR 701-A bill to direct the Administrator of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to conduct a
study to determine appropriate cyber security standards for motor vehicles, and for other purposes.
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The Event Center by Cornerstone
46 N. Sugan Road
New Hope, PA 18938

Turf Valley Resort
2700 Turf Valley Road
Ellicott City, MD 21042

REGISTRATION: 8:30 - 10 a.m.
KICKSTANDS UP: 10:30 a.m.
Rain or shine!

REGISTRATION: 7:30 - 9 a.m.
KICKSTANDS UP: 9:30 a.m.
Rain or shine!
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